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1. Introduction 

 
1.1 Overview 

 
Maroondah City Council supports public art throughout the community as a way of 
adding to the municipality’s cultural vitality. 
 
The Maroondah Public Art Policy provides a structure and process for commissioning 
new public artworks including in conjunction with Council’s capital works program. 
 
As a result of the relocation of a previous artwork, Maroondah City Council requires a 
new artwork to be installed in a partially-treed, parkland location between Civic Square, 
Croydon and the Fred Geale Oval. 

 

 1.2 Objective 
 

Maroondah City Council is seeking to appoint an artist to undertake concept design, 
fabrication, and installation of a public artwork at a site adjacent to Civic Square, 
Croydon.  

 

1.3 Aims of the Project 
 

 Enhance the physical environment through the introduction of a visual art form. 

 Contribute to a sense of identity, place and pride in the City. 

 Provide accessible public art for the community. 

 Provide a cultural link situated between two major civic redevelopments 
envisaged for Croydon - the Croydon Community Precinct 
(see https://yoursay.maroondah.vic.gov.au/croydon-community-precinct), 
and Melbourne Water’s redesign of Tarralla Creek 
(see https://yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/reimagining-tarralla-creek) 

 
 

2. Background 
 

2.1 Brief Description of the City of Maroondah 
 

The City of Maroondah is located in Melbourne's eastern suburbs, about 25 kilometres 
from the Melbourne CBD. It is bounded by the City of Manningham in the north, Yarra 
Ranges Council in the east, the City of Knox in the south, and the City of Whitehorse in 
the west. 
 
Included in the City of Maroondah are the suburbs of Bayswater North, Croydon, 
Croydon Hills, Croydon North, Croydon South, Heathmont, Kilsyth (part), Kilsyth South, 
Park Orchards (part), Ringwood, Ringwood East, Ringwood North (part), Vermont 
(part), Warranwood and Wonga Park (part). 
 
Predominantly a residential area, with some commercial, industrial and semi-rural 
areas, and substantial parklands, the City encompasses a total land area of about 61 
square kilometres. Established residential areas are located along the major transport 
routes and railway lines, while newer residential areas are located in the northern and 
south-eastern peripheries. 
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The commissioned artwork will be located in the civic heart of Croydon, an important 
activity centre of the municipality and home to retail (including Croydon Main Street), 
sporting, transport (including Croydon Train Station) and Education (including 
Swinburne, Croydon Campus) infrastructure. 

 
 

2.2 Public Art in Maroondah 
 
Maroondah’s Public Art Policy provides a platform for a sustainable program of public 
art commissions and opportunities and for the development of a significant public art 
collection. 
 
A key direction of Maroondah 2040 (Maroondah’s key community planning document) 
is to ‘encourage a range of temporary and permanent public art that celebrates the 
unique characteristics of Maroondah including our history, cultural diversity, 
environment and future aspirations.’ 
 
The Maroondah Arts and Cultural Development Strategy identifies a range of priority 
areas for arts development and practice in the municipality including a range of public 
art outcomes under the theme; Vibrant Spaces and Places. The Arts & Cultural 
Development Strategy, defines a vision of ‘a vibrant cosmopolitan community 
recognised for its creativity and innovation and for its celebration and promotion of arts 
and culture. Participation and engagement in contemporary and traditional forms of 
cultural expression contribute to Maroondah as a healthy, prosperous, and thriving 
community. 
 
 

2.3 Project Location: adjacent to Civic Square, Croydon (Melways, Map 50: K5) 
 
The Croydon area forms part of Wurundjeri country. The land is fertile and productive, 
fed by a network of creeks and waterways. Nearby Brushy Creek was the birthplace of 
the 19th-Century Indigenous leader William Barak.(1) It is said that the name Maroondah 
is derived from an aboriginal language word, and that it means leaf.  
 
White settlement began in the 1840s when Melbourne settlers began grazing cattle in 
the area they called White Flats. The area eventually supported both sheep and beef 
grazing, market gardening and orchards. By the 1870s regular coach services from 
Melbourne had begun, followed in 1882 by the railway line through to Lilydale. (2) 
 
Croydon is now an established community with a high proportion of family-based 
households and income and social profiles in line with state averages. The health and 
education sectors are large employers. Croydon is home to populations of people from 
non-English speaking backgrounds including Mandarin and Cantonese, Italian, 
German and Greek. (3) 
 
The Civic Square precinct is an important hub location in the heart of Croydon. It is 
not, in fact, so much a traditional civic square as a cluster of community facilities 
among parkland and recreational reserves. A range of civic and recreational services 
are provided in the vicinity. The precinct includes a number of sporting and community 
facilities and is located within a short walk of the town centre and railway station on the 
opposite side of Mt Dandenong Rd. The Tarralla Creek Trail, and precinct (which is 
earmarked for redevelopment by Melbourne Water) adds to the popularity of the area 
for recreational walking and cycling. 
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An existing artwork at this location has had to be relocated. Jane duRand’s much-
loved ‘Leaf Totems’ has been subject to persistent vandalism and has been shifted to 
a more protected site. In light of this experience the robustness of the replacement 
artwork is a primary consideration. This commission will enable users of the Civic 
Square parkland to continue to enjoy the benefits of a major public artwork in the 
environment. 
 

1. Murphy-Wandin, Joy, Wurundjeri Story: William Barak. The History of One of the Greatest Men of 
This Area, 

www.yarrahealing.catholic.edu.au/stories-voices/index.cfm?loadref=91 
2. Peterson R. & Barrett, P, Maroondah Heritage Study: Stage One (2003) 

www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/common/files/PlanningSustainability/Thematic_and_Contextual_Study
.pdf 

3. Australian Bureau of Statistics 
 
 

2.4 Project Site 

 

 
 

 
The site identified for the public artwork is a wide section of the swale, indicated above. 
Mt Dandenong provides an impressive backdrop to the site. Located close to the civic 
offices and Croydon Library (an area earmarked for major redevelopment) this site 
offers high visibility within a grove of mature eucalypts (Swamp Gums). The site is 
easily viewed from the adjacent carpark area, playspace and from the pedestrian/cycle 
path and the footbridge. As the site is designed as a component of drainage 

infrastructure any artwork proposed must be able to withstand occasional 

substantial inundation of the site. The site can be accessed at any time and is 
easily identifiable. 

Mount Dandenong Rd 
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3. Relevant Documents 
 

 Maroondah 2040 

 Arts & Cultural Development Strategy, 2014 - 18 
 [documents available at www.maroondah.vic.gov.au] 

 

 

4. Scope of Work 
 

4.1 Project description 
 

Maroondah City Council is seeking Expressions of Interest from artists, either as 
individuals or as collaborative teams, for the design, fabrication and installation of a 
public artwork at the location identified in this brief (adjacent to Civic Square, Croydon). 

 

4.2 Important issues to consider 
 

Design concepts should take into consideration the following points: 
 

 Durability — the artwork should be robust, fabricated out of materials and using 
techniques that will require minimal maintenance in a location that is subject to 
weather and wear and tear. 

 Risk management – artworks must not contribute to increased levels of risk for 
visitors to the reserve. 

 Security – because of the location the artwork(s) should be adequately secured, 
and unable to be lifted or moved once installed (other than for maintenance etc as 
required). 

 Accessibility – the artwork must not compromise accessibility requirements or 
other legislated building requirements or standards. 

 
 

4.3    Budget 
 

A budget of up to $50,000 (including GST) has been allocated. This budgeted 
amount is to cover the entire project including: 
 

 all artist/s fees (including attending meetings with Council staff and any 
consultation); 

 concept plan development; 

 site preparation expenses; 

 all material costs; 

 engineering and/or computation services; 

 all integral components; 

 fabrication, transport and installation of the artwork and/or its components 

 all insurances for the completion of construction, transport costs and installation of 
the artwork/s including public liability insurance as outlined in Section 4.10; 

 OHS and risk management requirements; and 

 any contingencies or additional overheads incurred by the artist. 

 GST if applicable 
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Maroondah City Council will be responsible for the management and budget of the 
following: 
 

 promotion of the project; 

 public display; 

 project management; 

 launch of the project; 

 normal ongoing maintenance. 
 
 

4.4    Indicative payment schedule 
 

The payment schedule below is indicative of a payment structure to be negotiated with 
the selected artist. The artist will be paid in the form of a cheque or EFT. Cheques will 
be drawn on the receiving of a Tax Invoice from the artist. 

 
 

Stage of Project Amount 

Upon signing Artists Agreement 25% 

Stage one of project (ie completion of 
project development phase) as agreed 
between parties 

25% 

Completion of project  50% 

 
 

4.5 Timelines 
 
Submissions open Tuesday February 12, 2019 

Artist’s site visit 

    (RSVP to publicart@maroondah.vic.gov.au) 2 PM, Tuesday February 26, 2019 

Submissions close 11:59 PM, Monday March 18, 2019 

Evaluation Process completed      

   and Artist awarded the project Friday March 29, 2019  

Installation / completion June, 2019 

 

 

4.7 Contract — intellectual property, moral rights, title and ownership 
 

The selected artist will sign an Artists Contract that includes provisions to protect and 
define intellectual property, moral rights, title and ownership consistent with industry 
best practice for public art commissions.  

  
 

4.8 Maintenance and repair 
  

Subject to contracted conditions Council will maintain the work in situation for a period 
of not less than 10 years.  As the art elements will be located in high-traffic areas 
materials must be durable and deterioration of the artwork as a result of normal wear 
and tear will be beyond the scope of Council’s obligation to maintain the artwork(s). 
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As part of the Artist’s proposal to Council outlining the concept and production 
requirements for the artwork and its installation, the Artist will provide an outline of the 
maintenance requirements for the work over a 10-year period.  Upon completion of the 
artwork/s, the Artist is to provide Council with written advice detailing what actions 
(including appropriate materials, methods and indicative costs) are reasonably 
required for the maintenance of the artwork/s, sufficient to ensure the artwork’s 
ongoing integrity. 
 
If the artwork requires repair after completion, Council will, where practical, contact the 
Artist to undertake or advise on the undertaking of the necessary work. Repairs to the 
artwork will be carried out according to industry standards for the conservation and 
maintenance of artworks. If the work is deemed damaged beyond repair, in whole or in 
part, Council will determine the appropriate method of removal and will, where 
practical, inform the Artist of such action.  The Artist is encouraged to continue to 
provide Council with up-to-date contact details to facilitate such communication. 
 
The Artist agrees to pay Council for, or to perform at Council’s request without charge 
or fee, any necessary repairs to the completed artwork/s arising from faulty materials 
used by, or inferior workmanship performed by, the Artist when creating or maintaining 
the artwork. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, where maintenance or repairs are required after the 
artwork has been in place for ten years, Council may choose to dispose of the artwork 
by a process that meets industry standards for the de-accession of artworks, and will 
attempt to do so with the knowledge of the Artist. 
 
 
 

4.9 Risk assessment and safety 

 
Council is obliged to provide and maintain, so far as is practicable, a working 
environment for its employees and members of the public, that is safe and without risk 
to health.  As a condition of this Contract, Council requires that any Artist that may be 
engaged to perform works on its behalf will at all times identify and exercise all 
necessary precautions for the health and safety of all persons including contractors, 
Council employees and members of the public who may be affected by the works. 
 
The Artist will inform themselves of all occupational health and safety policies, 
procedures or measures implemented or adapted by Council and/or the occupiers of 
any premises at or within which the Artist will perform works under this Contract.  The 
Artist will comply with all such policies, procedures or measures; and in the event of 
any inconsistency, will comply with such procedures or measures as produce the 
highest level of health and safety. 
 
Applicants must submit an adequate generic Safety Plan with their application.  This 
generic Safety Plan must be specific to the operation of the applicant’s business.  A 
copy of an adequate Safety Plan prepared for a previous project will be acceptable. 
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4.10 Public liability insurance 

 
The Artist will take out during the period of the contract: 
 
(i) A public liability insurance policy in a form approved by Council with Council 

named as a principal under a principal’s indemnity extension clause acceptable 
to Council for a minimum sum of ten million dollars ($10,000,000) for each and 
every claim, covering Council and the Contractor against all actions, costs, 
claims, charges, expenses and damages whatsoever which may be brought or 
made or claimed against Council or the Contractor or both arising out of or in 
relation to the performance of the Works. 

(ii) A work cover insurance policy insuring against liability for death of or injury to the 
Artist’s employees, if applicable. 

 
Before commencing any part of the works, the Artist will produce to the Team Leader 
Arts and Cultural Development evidence to the satisfaction and approval of the Team 
Leader Arts and Cultural Development of the insurances required to be affected and 
maintained under this Contract. 
 
 
 

5. Selection Process and Criteria 
 

The successful applicant will be selected on the basis of the design concept, expertise in 
public artwork design and construction, proven artistic value of previous work and 
demonstrated experience with other projects of a similar scale. Submissions will be 
assessed with regard to their consideration of the requirements contained in the Artist Brief 
and the appropriateness for the site and its users. Note that interviews and/or design 
presentations may be required as part of the selection process. 
 
The following criteria will be used in the selection process to appoint the Artist: 

 
DESIGN CONCEPT 

 originality and general inventiveness; 

 the proposal’s connection to and/or relevance to the site 

 durability of the artwork for display in the described position and conditions 

 ability to present a practical design in keeping with and connected to the spirit of the 
location; 

o physical surrounds and the surrounding area 
o complementary to the site’s purpose 
o consideration of heritage / social context etc 
 

ARTIST EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS 

 ability to communicate ideas or design concepts clearly; 

 demonstrated ability to complete a public art commission, including but not limited to: 
o ability to work collaboratively with Council;  
o previous experience on similar projects; 
o experience in working in a safe environment; 
o ability to work within a set time frame and within budget; and 
o ability to meet technical requirements and identify potential maintenance issues and 

expenses. 
BUDGET 

 Within indicated budget parameters 

 realistic and detailed budget; 
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6. Application Process 
 
Submissions should include: [CHECKLIST] 
 CV (1 page) 
 Contact details 
 Description of the proposed work (including image(s)). The description should cover the 

concept, design, materials and process of production, and should address the specific 
relationship of the proposed work to the site 

 Appropriate support material (including up to 10 images and/or 5 minutes (in total) AV 
documenting recently completed works) 

 AV material and images should be provided in a standard file formats (JPG, MP4 etc) 
Images and AV should be standard file formats either as embedded links to files held 
on commonly used media sharing websites or as file attachments to applications 
where no single file exceeds 1MB and total size does not exceed 5MB 

 project budget 
 safety plan 
 the names and contact details of two referees (preferably with experience in the field of  

public art commissioning) 
 Overview of maintenance requirements 

 

 

7. Submission 
 

Submissions must be e-mailed by no later than 11:59 PM, Monday March 18, 2019 to 
publicart@maroondah.vic.gov.au 

 
8.   Contracting and installation  
 

The selected artist will be contracted to construct and install the artwork. The contracted artist will 
coordinate with Council’s Public Art Officer in regard to site access and such other issues as are 
required for the safe and successful installation of the artwork.  
 

 
9. Further Enquiries  
 

Please contact Council’s Public Art Officer, Richard Holt, on 
9298 4533 (Tue, Wed & Fri: 8:30 – 3:20) 
0414 359 001 (outside the above hours) 
or publicart@maroondah.vic.gov.au.  

 

mailto:publicart@maroondah.vic.gov.au


 Croydon Civic Square Public Art Brief: Page 9   

ATTACHMENT 1: SITE DOCUMENTATION 

 

The un-grassed rectangle marks the identified public art location 
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