
 

2017 
Children's Services 
Professional Learning Program 

 

“It’s all a bit too hard!”  

Are families real partners with educators or are they 

mostly interested onlookers? And does it really matter? 

Presenters:  Anne Kennedy & Anthony Semann 

Do you find relationships with families hard work?  Do you seem to be running out of ‘ideas’ on how to engage 
families?  Do you sometimes feel like it's a one-way street?  In this interactive session, Anthony and Anne will 
raise some challenging questions and debate the realities of partnerships with families and whether or not they 
really matter, and if they do matter, are we there yet?  
 

The aim is to ‘stretch’ your thinking about partnerships by considering the perspectives of the key stakeholders: 
educators, families, children and researchers.  This session will shed new light on a situation that is often 
surrounded by feelings of frustration, joy and everything in-between.  
 

Participants will be supported to:  
 Bring a more critical frame of mind to reflecting on their current practices in relation to partnerships with 

families. 
 Deepen their understanding of contemporary research that promotes family partnerships. 
 Make links between the research and the implications for practice within their setting. 
 Explore the multiple ways in which relationships can be reimagined in order to achieve equity for all those 

involved. 
 

Dr Anne Kennedy works as a researcher, consultant, advocate, facilitator and author in early 
education and care.  She holds an honorary appointment as a fellow of the Graduate School of 
Education at the University of Melbourne and is an adjunct senior lecturer at Charles Sturt 
University.  Anne was a member of the writing team that developed the national Early Years 
Learning Framework and has been actively involved in the development of national and state 
based professional resources for educators.  
 

Anthony Semann is one of the Directors and founders at Semann & Slattery.  For the past 15 
years he has worked as a researcher, consultant and manager with a broad range of government, 
non-government and private organisations.  His skills and expertise has seen him work with 
organisations across Australia and overseas including Columbia University (New York) as well as in 
France and New Zealand.  Anthony has an exceptional capacity to challenge organisations & 
people to reflect on how their approaches to communication, leadership, diversity, values,  
relationships & workplace culture affect their services, businesses & ultimately the community.   

 

Suitable for: Educators from early childhood & primary school aged services 
Date:  Tuesday 8 August 
Time:   7pm to 9pm 
Venue:  Karralyka  (see over for venue details) 
Cost:   $35 
 

Bookings essential.  Register online at:  www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/CSTraining.aspx 
 

For more information please contact Cathie Wills  
on 9294 5740 or email: childrens.services.events@maroondah.vic.gov.au  

http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/CSTraining.aspx
mailto:childrens.services.events@maroondah.vic.gov.au
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Getting the balance right -  

Practical risk benefit with kids 

 

Presenter:  Liz Cummins 

 

Come along to this interactive and informative session talking 
about the positives of risk in children’s environments today and 
how you can develop more confidence in decision making in 
your program around risk using a Risk-Benefit Approach.  
 
Facilitated by Liz Cummins, author of Play Australia’s guide 
‘Getting The Balance Right’. 
 
 

Elizabeth Cummins is a qualified landscape 
architect and educator.  She has spent many 
years working in private design practice, local 
government and education.  In 2011 Liz 
branched out to take her own creative 
project direction, called Bricolage Design 
specialising in design and strategic planning, 
particularly for children’s environments in 
regional Victoria.   

A passionate advocate for free play, Liz is a founding coordinator of the Creative Cubby Project, a regional play 
initiative.  In 2015 Liz co-authored 'Getting the Balance Right – Risk Management for Play' for Play Australia.  She 
has recently been a contributing editor for the international publication 'How To Grow A Playspace; Design and 
Development' due to be published by Routledge Publishers UK in 2017.  She speaks and blogs regularly on play 
and projects for children. www.bricolagedesign.com.au 

 

 
Suitable for: Educators from primary school aged services 
Date:  Monday 28 August 
Time:   7pm to 9pm 
Venue:  Karralyka  (see over for venue details) 
Cost:   $35 
 
Bookings essential. Register online at:  www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/CSTraining.aspx 
 
For more information please contact Cathie Wills  
on 9294 5740 or email: childrens.services.events@maroondah.vic.gov.au 

http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/CSTraining.aspx
mailto:childrens.services.events@maroondah.vic.gov.au
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Speak Up -  

Understanding child abuse and 

your response 

Presenter:  Child Wise 

Speak Up is an innovative and unique training that aims to provide a 
greater awareness and understanding of child abuse.  Adapted from 
Child Wise’s award winning programs, and supplemented by evidence 
from national and international research.  Speak Up focuses on how 
to prevent, recognise and respond to instances of child abuse. 
 
Topics: 
 What is child abuse? 
 What are the indicators of abuse? 
 Offender behaviour and the ‘grooming’ process 
 Prevention and risk management 
 Reporting concerns 
 
Learning outcomes: 
 Talking to children about protective behaviours and personal safety. 
 How to recognise the behavioural indicators of child abuse in children. 
 Understanding how child sex offenders can target children and form special relationships with them. 
 Reporting child abuse – HOW, WHY and WHAT is your responsibility 
 

Child Wise is one of Australia's leading not-for-profit child abuse prevention 
organisations.  Established in 1991, Child Wise work to build awareness, deliver 
education and provide the tools to empower individuals and communities 
around Australia so they can actively prevent child abuse and exploitation.   

 

Suitable for: Educators from early childhood & primary school aged services 
Date:  Thursday 2 November 
Time:   7pm to 9pm 
Venue:  Maroondah City Council Offices (see over for venue details) 
Cost:   $35 
 
Bookings essential. Register online at:  www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/CSTraining.aspx 
 
For more information please contact Cathie Wills  
on 9294 5740 or email: childrens.services.events@maroondah.vic.gov.au 
 

http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/CSTraining.aspx
mailto:childrens.services.events@maroondah.vic.gov.au


 
Please arrive at 6.45pm to allow time  

to park, sign in & collect your certificate 
 

  

Karralyka  
Mines Rd  
Ringwood  
(Mel ref:  50:A7)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




