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assessment and rating requirements for developmental 
records. 

• Due to privacy regulations, pedagogical documentation 
should not be available to families in a service. 

• Pedagogical documentation can be composed of 
samples of children’s work and short descriptions of 
events by staff. 

• A piece of pedagogical documentation is like a New 
Zealand inspired Learning Story.

ACTIVITY

Our current definition of Pedagogical 
documentation is:

Documentation can be 
described as a material 
object which in its form 
provides a basis by which 
the richness of existence, 
learning and teaching can 
be shared with others and 
in doing so provide a 
space for reflection and 
dialogue (Semann, 2017)

SOME QUESTIONS
When we record, why are we documenting?  

Perhaps so that: 

• Educators will have records of leaners’ experiences, 
creativity and evolving thinking 

• Children will have memory as a springboard 
• There is data as a basis for planning 

• The unexpected can challenge assumptions 
• Colleagues can debate possibilities 

• Families can share in children’s learning 
• Employers have accountability



What Are We Looking For When We Engage In This 
Way Of Working? 

Pedagogical documentation is described in Reggio Emilia as 
a:  

• “mediator and tool” 

• “The intent of documentation is to explain, not merely 
display. [It] may or may not be publicly displayed, such as 
a panel of photographs and text placed on classroom 
walls. Documentation may be filed in a portfolio and later 
browsed as a collection… Carlina Rinaldi (2006, p19)

What Do We Mean By ‘Pedagogical 
Documentation’? 

• A term which can include insightful processes, work in 
progress and various products 

• A philosophical orientation to working alongside learners 
to deepen understandings, recording ongoing thinking, 
learning, creativity, theorising and meaning-making 

• An authentic approach to education which values 
educator skills and knowledge alongside learner 
perspectives and agency 

• A way of working embracing selection, collection & 
analysis of data 

• A complex construct which embraces ongoing 
professional learning

ACTIVITY

Pedagogical	Documenta0on	is	
NOT:

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE 

• A checklist of 
outcomes 

• A photo record of the 
day’s events 

• A scrapbook of 
learners’ work and 
educator observations 

• A record of skills/
content taught 

• An additional form of 
record-keeping



• Anecdotal records from educators’ 
observations 

• Photographs (taken by adults and by 
children/learners) 

• Artefacts (such as drawings, built 
structures, work in progress) 

• Videos/films of explorations and 
events 

• Recorded (audio or hand-written) 
chunks of conversation 

• Input from family members and 
other educators 

• Feedback from children when data is 
shared

Relevant Data Might Include:

“We have always maintained that 
children have their own questions and 
theories, and that they negotiate their 
theories with others. Our duty as 
teachers is to listen to the children, just 
as we ask them to listen to one another.  
Listening means giving value to others, 
being open to them and what they have 
to say.” (Carla Rinaldi, Reggio Emilia)

Listening As A Metaphor 

A Title Gives Focus To What It Is That Is 
Important: Considering The ‘It’

• What is it that underlies the series of interactions or 
experiences that has attracted your attention? 

• The art of documenting pedagogically seeks 
understandings beyond content knowledge – always 
asking – what is it that is going on here? What is 
surprising? What is worth thinking more about? What 
can we revisit with children for greater complexity of 
understanding? What do I not yet imagine about the 
worlds in which these children live?  

• How do everyday play event open possibilities for 
understandings such as literacy, numeracy, social justice 
etc?

ACTIVITY

So What Does Pedagogical 
Documentation Show Us? 



So What Does Pedagogical Documentation 
Show Us?

• That ordinary play events are potential content for 
programming & recording 

• That the outdoors is as rich a site for seeing and 
promoting value (outcomes) as the indoors 

• That elements from all prescribed outcomes are visible 
in extended play opportunities: Identity, Connection, 
Wellbeing, Engagement, Communication 

• That educator decision-making includes provisioning 
space & time and analysing events

Outcomes?	Perhaps	Something	Related	To:

• Identity (“Children learn to interact in relation to others 
with care, empathy and respect”) 

• Connection (“Children develop a sense of belonging to 
groups…) 

• Wellbeing (“Children become strong in their social & 
emotional wellbeing”) 

• Confidence and involvement (“Children develop 
dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation…”) 

• Communication (“Children interact verbally & 
nonverbally with others for a range of purposes”) 

[These are the outcome areas prescribed by the  
Australian Early Years Learning Framework]

But What Is Everyone Else Doing 
While The Educator Closely Engages With A 

Few Children? 

• Responding to invitations from educators and the 
environment 

• Thinking/investigating 
• Pursuing opportunities for individual and small group 

exploration (“playing”) 
• Resting 

This approach reflects a philosophical position about 
valuing children’s perspectives and the social construction 

of knowledge as well as the thoughtfulness of educators. 

Carla	Rinaldi	(2006)	Writes	That:

“Doubt, uncertainty and feelings of crisis are seen as 
resources and qualities to value and offer, conditions for 
openness and listening, as requirements for creating new 
thinking and perspectives” (p18)



So What Do I Do If I Want To Work In This 
Way?

• Believe in yourself as a reflective practitioner, able to see 
worthwhile data in everyday teaching encounters 

• Believe in children’s capacity to surprise you and to have 
valuable contributions to your thinking 

• Think about some aspect of what you are seeing that 
intrigues you- where you’d like to know more or understand 
better 

• Talk with a colleague to focus on a small aspect of the 
children’s ideas or interactions in a more systematic way 
than usual and plan supportive provocations; analyse and 
record  

• Share your thinking with a professional learning 
community:  celebrate progress! 

Defining ‘Productive 
Planning’ 

• Leading to meaningful 
follow-up,  (i.e. useful for 
educators) 

• Grounded in children’s 
experience, (i.e. valuing 
children’s perspectives)  

• Reflecting centre 
philosophy (i.e. locally 
contextualised) &  

• Embedding elements of 
the Early Years Learning 
Framework (i.e. 
acknowledging national 
guidelines) 

Helping It Happen… 

• Time (perhaps let 
something else go?) 

• Willingness to be curious 
& reflect (build a learning 
community) 

• Analysis (help each other 
think through what is 
seen) 

• Forward thinking (get 
past daily activity 
management) 

•

• Argued vs automatic positions & 
responses 

• Being present & engaged in 
ongoing processes and the 
pursuit of 

• Challenging ideas & critical 
reflection

Pursuit Of Some Pedagogical 
ABCs



• What is more or less helpful in 
current planning and recording? 

• What else could you try? 
• The process might need to be 

rethought!

How Would The Planning Cycle 
Be Made Visible In Record-

keeping?


