
Local government plays an important 
governance and service provision role 
for local communities. The scope of local 
government activities has expanded 
significantly in recent decades with 
their role now including many activities 
previously undertaken by other sectors 
or levels of government.  Servicing the 
needs of a community is a big task.
Local governments across Australia try 
to meet community expectations but 
have limited means of raising the funds 
to provide better facilities, services and 
amenities.

Rate it, don’t hate it
No one enjoys a rates bill, but without one your 
local area wouldn’t be much to look at.

Maroondah City Council raises most of its funds 
through rates as well as grants from State and 
Federal Governments, in order to provide the kinds 
of services that residents expect.

The cost of providing facilities and services is 
increasing faster than the funds that Councils are 
able to attract.

The Municipal Association of Victoria’s Local 
Government Cost Index, which reflects the 
building, materials and services costs that 
generally make up a council’s spending, shows that 
the price of running a local government area such 
as Maroondah is increasing each year faster than 
the Consumer Price Index.

The same story up north
The challenges facing local governments in New 
South Wales are no different to those facing 
Maroondah City Council and other Victorian 
municipalities.

So it’s worth noting that when New South Wales 
Councils were asked to list the biggest issues set to hit 
their communities, they bore a striking resemblance to 
those we’re expecting here.

Among the top responses were:

- Population increases 
- Demographic shifts 
- Economic changes 
- Technology change

When those same Councils were asked to select the 
two most important challenges they needed to plan 
for, the top three responses were unequivocal:

- Infrastructure and asset issues
- Financial sustainability
- Population and  
 demographic changes

Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?

Croydon Aquatic and Leisure Center is one of the many 
community facilities that Council operates.

Future facts
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Planning for change
Planning for Maroondah’s future is a complex and 
challenging task. Strategic and statutory planning 
at the local government and state government 
level are closely intertwined. Municipalities work 
in collaboration with state planning authorities to 
shape how our cities grow, look, feel and function.  
Planning is one of the key mechanisms that allows 
local government to address the challenges of 
infrastructure delivery, population change, housing 
supply, climate change and economic development. 

In late 2013 the Victorian Government released 
a new metropolitan strategy, Plan Melbourne, 
which sets out the Victorian Government’s vision 
for Melbourne to 2050. In addition a Metropolitan 
Planning Authority (MPA) has been formed 
to implement the initiatives set out in Plan 
Melbourne. MPA’s key role is land use planning 
and infrastructure co-ordination, working with 
local councils, other government agencies and the 
planning and development industry. The focus of 
the MPA in Maroondah will be development within 
the Ringwood Metropolitan Activity Centre and 
promoting investment and employment opportunity 
in the Bayswater employment zone.

What it means for local 
government
The ongoing challenge for all local governments is to 
balance the needs of our communities, maintain the 
quality and level of our services and manage the ever 
increasing costs that Councils must incorporate.

In order to keep pace with community requirements, 
studies show local governments may need to find new 
revenue sources in order to meet the rising costs.

They may also need to prioritise between their various 
roles to ensure that basic expectations are adequately 
met.

While local councils will continue to play a pivotal 
role in planning for the future of their region, some 
of that responsibility may be narrowed as the State 
Government becomes more involved in metropolitan 
planning.

About Maroondah 2040
Maroondah 2040: Our Future Together is a community 
visioning process that will create a shared vision for the 
future of Maroondah which incorporates the aspirations 
and goals of the community and Council.

Contact Details
For more information on Maroondah 2040: 
Visit: www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
Call: 1300 88 22 33 
Email: 2040@maroondah.vic.gov.au

Did you know?
The role of local government has 
grown well beyond the traditional 
‘roads, rates and rubbish’. 
Local council responsibilities 
include; democratic governance, 
service provision, community 
development, advocacy, 
leisure and recreation facilities 
management, statutory strategic, 
community and sustainability 
planning, and economic 
development - just to name a few 
of the local government’s current 
day functions and services.  

Maroondah’s immunisation service provides regular free 
immunisation sessions for babies, pre-school children, 
and adults.


