
The population of Maroondah is growing 
steadily and ageing rapidly. Residents 
are also earning more and gaining higher 
education levels. Whilst, on average, the 
population is relatively healthy, male 
obesity and adolescent health are areas 
of concern. These factors are important 
to consider, particularly when planning 
for the provision of housing, health and 
community services.

An age old issue
No one wants to admit they’re getting older. But 
an ageing population is a fact of life in Melbourne. 
And this trend is also the case in Maroondah. The 
average age of Maroondah’s residents is expected 
to hit 43 by 2041. That’s an increase of eight years 
on the fresh-faced average of 35 back in 2001, and 
three years older than your average Melbournian is 
expected to be. 

There’ll be many more of us, too. Around 100,000 
people called this municipality home in 2006. By 
2041 that number will have increased to 137,426. 

With a growing population more residential 
accommodation will be needed. While almost 
42,000 dwellings housed Maroondah’s residents in 
2011, in 30 years we’ll need over 60,000 dwellings.

Money matters
If you’ve lived in Maroondah for more than a few 
years, there is a good chance that are you’re now far 
better off financially. Put simply, there are now less 
people earning less and more people earning more.

Between 2006 and 2011, the number of Bayswater 
North residents earning $2000 or more per week 
jumped by 13 per cent, while in Kilsyth it grew 12 per 
cent. Ringwood, Croydon, Ringwood East, Kilsyth 
and Bayswater North all saw the number of people 
earning between $1300 and $1999 increase by 10 per 
cent or more over that period. In those same suburbs, 
the percentage of low-income earners bringing in 
less than $399 a week declined significantly.

Yearning for learning
Education continues to grow as a priority for 
Maroondah’s residents. Compared with the rest 
of Melbourne’s eastern region, more people have 
undertaken post-secondary study over the past five 
years.

The number of seniors in Maroondah’s population will 
grow steadily in the coming decades.  

Future facts

People

Did you know?
34% of Maroondah households 
are couple families with children 
living at home. This means 76% of 
people live in other types of family 
groupings or are living alone.



Healthy habits
Be honest – do you eat right and exercise well?

The answer might depend on which side of the gender 
divide you sit on. Maroondah’s men might not be 
watching what they put into their bodies, with 64 per 
cent classified as overweight or obese, but almost 80 
per cent of our blokes are meeting physical activity 
guidelines.

Maroondah’s women, on the other hand, sit well below 
Victoria’s overweight and obese rate of 40 per cent, 
although one-third of them are not getting as much 
exercise as they should.

About Maroondah 2040
Maroondah 2040: Our Future Together is a community 
visioning process that will create a shared vision for the 
future of Maroondah which incorporates the aspirations 
and goals of the community and Council.

Contact Details
For more information on Maroondah 2040: 
Visit: www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
Call: 1300 88 22 33 
Email: 2040@maroondah.vic.gov.au

Leading the way are post-graduate students, who 
have grown in number by more than 11 per cent 
between 2006 and 2011. As the number of residents 
with tertiary qualifications increases, we will see 
rising household incomes and changes to the job 
market.

Who is thy neighbour?
We’re a diverse community in Maroondah, but 
perhaps not as diverse as you might think. While 
Melbourne’s cultural diversity continues to increase, 
with 29 per cent of residents in 2011 born overseas, 
just 19 per cent of Maroondah’s population 
originated from elsewhere. And that share is also 
growing at a slower rate.

A Burma boom
In Maroondah we pride ourselves on the way we 
warmly welcome refugees into our community.

While people of many and varied backgrounds have 
long called Maroondah home, over recent years the 
municipality has welcomed a growing number of 
Burmese refugees.

Of the 333 Burmese who migrated to Melbourne’s 
east in 2011-12, almost three-quarters of these 
settled in Maroondah, a trend that is likely to 
continue as other potential refugees seek family 
sponsorship.

Fast Facts
Top 10 countries of birth (other  
than Australia) for Maroondah residents
1. United Kingdom
2. China
3. India
4. New Zealand
5. South Africa
6. Germany
7. Netherlands
8. Malaysia
9. Italy
10. Sri Lanka

A higher percentage of Maroondah residents visit green 
open space at least once a week compared to the state 
average.

Source ABS census 2011 

Things to think about
•	 	What	changes	do	we	need	to	make	

to cater for an ageing population?
•	 	How	can	obesity	levels	in	the	

community be reduced?
•	 		How	will	these	projected	

demographic changes affect you?


