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Maroondah 2040 Overview 

Maroondah City Council is working with the community to create a shared long-term vision 
for our City. The Maroondah 2040 project is focused on capturing a diverse range of 
aspirations and priorities from the community. The voices and participation of children is an 
important input for the development of the new community vision. 

 Children’s Engagement  

The 2040 children’s engagement program was implemented to capture the future aspirations 
of children and to identify the themes that children value within their community or 
neighbourhood. The outputs of this children’s artwork will be used to inform the development 
of the community vision. 

Methodology 

The engagement program was run as a facilitated art activity at a range of events and 
programs from August to November 2013 including: 

 Cub scout meeting involving the Croydon Hills and Wonga Park troops, 12 August.  

 The Maroondah School Holiday Program, 23 September to 4 October. 

 A selection of Council’s four year old kindergartens classes. 

 The Imagine Maroondah event, 12 October.   

 Maroondah Festival, 10 November  
 
The engagement experience was targeted at children under 12 years old, utilising a paper 
template upon which children drew a picture or created a 3D artwork. Children had a 
conversation with the facilitator about a question and were then asked to draw their 
response. The questions included: 
 

 Under 5 years – What I love about where I live... 
 

 6 to 12 years – My one big idea for my community... 
 

The artwork template contained the question, space for the child’s name and age, and space 
for the facilitator or child to write a short sentence to interpret the picture. 
 

 
Children participate in 3D art engagement activities at the Imagine Maroondah Community Day in 

October 2013 
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Results summary  

Over 155 children participated in the activity and created an artwork. Five key themes were 
identified. Some of the children’s artworks included multiple themes. 

 

 
Children participate in an art engagement activity at the Maroondah Festival in November 2013   
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Over all the priorities that children have for Maroondah are: 

A place to play:  

 Having access to playgrounds and a diversity of play 
equipment 

 Having access to variety of open space, bushland 
settings, and formal recreational facilities  

A green place for animals, plants and me 

 Protecting and conserving plant and animal habitat 

 Protecting the environment from litter and pollution 

 Providing places were children can interact with 
animals 

 Creating safe places for domestic, exotic and native 
animals to live. 

A healthy, happy and friendly place 

 Living in a friendly neighbourhood 

 Reducing smoking in our community 

 Enjoying time spent at home with family and friends 

 Providing shelter for homeless people 

 Preventing ‘bad things’ from occurring in our local area 

 Ensuring our community has access to hospitals 

A place to ride, walk, drive and go 

 Having access to bike and walking paths and 
extending the bike path network 

 Being able to walk or ride a bike to school 

 Exploring future innovation in transport modes, 
including hover boards, tele-porters, electric cars and 
time machines. 

 Reducing future traffic volume, noise and pollution   

A creative place  

 Providing opportunities for children to create works of 
art 

 Having access to art in public places 

 Having access to libraries and bookshops 

 Creating a community where imagination can thrive 

 Being able to have playful and quirky ideas 
embraced and heard. 
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Discussion and analysis of artwork themes 

 

A place to play, includes the sub-topics of recreation, parks and sporting facilities. This topic 
was overwhelming the most popular theme that children chose to draw. 

Children placed a high priority on having access to playgrounds and parks, and articulated a 
strong desire to be able to play informally in open space, bushland settings and on play 
equipment. The artwork also emphasised that children place a high value on having access 
to a diverse range of playground equipment.  

The children’s artwork also revealed a desire for access to facilities for organised sport 
including, netball, cricket, football. Major leisure facilities also feature strongly with many 
children referring to swimming pools, water slides and water parks as part of their vision for 
the future. 

 

A green place for animals, plants and me, includes the themes of environment, plants, 
animals and sustainability. This was the second most drawn theme within the children’s 
artwork. This theme showcased the very high value that children attach to the natural 
environment; the children’s pictures often included trees, waterways and bushland as the 
central focus. 

Children identified protecting the environment as a high priority; they saw the key threats as 
litter and pollution, and wanted to ensure that animal habitat was protected. 

Animals featured strongly within this theme. While children didn’t make any distinction 
between domestic, exotic or native species, it is clear that children place a very high priority 
on having animals in their lives and neighbourhoods. They also articulated a desire for 
having a role in caring for and protecting animals, and having local shelters, zoos, farms that 
would provide a safe place for animals. 

  

A place to play 

A green place, for animals, 
plants and me 



 

 
Maroondah 2040 Children’s Artwork Engagement Report – January 2014 6 
 
 

Children’s Engagement Report  

 

A healthy, happy and friendly place, includes themes of home, family, friends, neighbours, 
health and community.  This topic showed emphasis that children place on enjoying being 
with family members and the high value children place on having friends, friendly neighbours 
and friendly people in the community. 

Home was another theme that was mentioned in the context of somewhere that children 
enjoyed spending time. 

Providing shelter for homeless people also featured. 

The creation of new hospitals and preventing smoking were also featured in the children’s 
art, indicating that children saw health a priority for their community. 

 
 
Transport and modes of transport were included in many of the children’s artwork pieces.  
 
Children wanted to see reduced road traffic, reduced traffic noise and less pollution 
generated in the future by cars. 
 
Children also placed a high value on being able to ride their bikes and having access to bike 
paths. Children wanted to see the bike path network extended in the future.  Walking and 
riding bikes to school was also mentioned, along with improvements to pedestrian crossings. 
 
Innovation in modes of transport was a topic that children see as a priority, with electric cars, 
hover-boards, tele-porters and time machines identified as future options for travel. 
 

 
  

A healthy, happy and 
friendly place 

A place to ride, walk, 
drive and go 
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A creative place broadly covers arts and culture. This category included painting, art classes, 
statues and books and libraries as things children saw as a priority.  
 
The children’s artwork categorised in this grouping also included artworks on imaginative 
and playful topics, with a diverse and quirky range of aspirations, including free money, more 
lollies, reduced school times, a love of eating, cheap cars and the creation of a new country.  
 
This grouping showcases children’s love of imagination and the high value they place on 
having opportunities to explore new thoughts, share ideas and have ideas listened to and 
embraced.  
 
 

 
  

A creative place 
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The next steps... 

This report will be incorporated as a chapter in the Maroondah 2040 Community 
Engagement Report Phase 2, which will report on all Maroondah 2040 Engagement 
activities conducted from September to December 2014.  
 
The Maroondah 2040 Community Engagement Report Phase 2 will be used to inform the 
development of a collective community vision.  
 
The Maroondah 2040 project is focused on producing the shared community vision. The 
draft Maroondah 2040 community vision will be available for public exhibition in mid 2014. 

Thank you 

Thank you to all the children who generously gave us their works of art and shared their 
positive, inspiring and thoughtful visions of a future Maroondah. And thank you to all the 
facilitators who helped to explain the program to the children and assisted the children in 
sharing their ideas. 

Stay informed  

For more information on Maroondah 2040 and to stay informed on upcoming opportunities 
to have your say: 

 
Visit:  www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
Call:  1300 88 22 33 
Email:  2040@maroondah.vic.gov.au    
 

 
Local cub scouts have their say in August 2013 
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