
 

 

Maroondah 2040 
Future Forum  
Outcomes Report 
 

July 2013 



 

Summary 
 

Commencing the conversation 
 
Maroondah 2040: Our Future Together is a community visioning process that will create a shared vision for 
the future of Maroondah which incorporates the aspirations and goals of the community and Council. 
 
On 26 July 2013, Maroondah City Council hosted a ‘Future Forum’ to commence an important conversation 
about: 

• How we want our community to grow and evolve in the coming decades, and 
• The long term goals we want to set for Maroondah and strive to achieve together as a community. 

 
This event was the start of a program of community 
engagement and consultation aimed at ensuring the new 
Maroondah 2040 vision captures the community’s aspirations 
and priorities. 
 
Over 90 stakeholders from local community groups and 
organisations, businesses, sporting clubs and service providers 
attended the Maroondah 2040 Future Forum. During the forum, 
participants were asked to think about their personal vision for 
life in Maroondah in 2040, to express what they love about 
Maroondah, what they would like to change and discuss key 
issues our community must address for the future. 
 
Peter Ellyard, a prominent futurist and strategist, was the 
keynote speaker and facilitator of the forum. He was supported 
by Max Dumais and the use of ZING technology. Julian 
Szafraniec from SGS Economics and Planning and Glenn 
Capuano from id Consulting also presented at the forum. 
Jessamy Gee from Thinking Colour graphically illustrated 
presentations and discussions held. 
 
The forum workshop involved six questions being put to participants. These six questions were: 

1. What sets Maroondah apart from anywhere else? 
2. What is something you have seen, or an experience you have enjoyed, elsewhere that you would 

like to introduce into a future Maroondah? 
3. It’s now 2040. What has taken place to achieve the reputation as Melbourne’s most liveable 

municipality and as an inclusive, vibrant, healthy and strong community? 
4. It’s 2040. A surge of young enterprising, ambitious and community minded people have moved into 

the area, to live and work over the last decade: 
a. What are some of the qualities, facilities and opportunities we have added to achieve this 

result? 
b. What are some of the aspects, elements we have abandoned or eliminated to achieve this? 

5. How can we build a better future for the Maroondah Community today? 
6. It’s 2040. Describe a product, service or technology that did not exist in 2013 that has put 

Maroondah on the map globally? 
 
The detailed responses from forum participants to these questions are provided in this report 
 
 
 

 
Key note speaker – Peter Ellyard 



What common themes were discussed? 
There were a broad number of ideas and suggestions provided during the event. Some of the common 
themes that emerged from the discussion included... 
 
Maintain our green bushy heritage 
A major theme that emerging from the discussion is the green, bushy heritage that needs to be maintained 
and built on and the city as a gateway to the Dandenongs.  
 
Community involvement is vital 
There is a consistent message for Council to use community engagement as an important principle in the 
design, development and the implementation of Maroondah as a city of the future. It is a call for an 
informed leadership on the part of Council that treats residents as citizens rather than consumers or 
customers. The discussions suggest that setting directions for the future is more about enabling community 
involvement than just resource management. 
 
Building harmony 
There are a number of aspirations relating to building harmony in the community; including across 
generations, across ethnic and cultural groups and across genders. It is felt that greater consideration of 
different community needs would lead to better management of transport and traffic options, more 
accessible and integrated public spaces and a better balance of responsibilities between government, 
community as well as commercial and social enterprise.  
 
Other emerging themes 
There were a number of sub-themes that re-occurred throughout the discussions including: 

• localisation with the capacity to grow food, live, work, do business and play within the local 
surrounds 

• better managed traffic and transport within the area,  
• better social amenities 
• addressing personal safety issues 
• the active promotion of the arts 
• building local amenity 
• encouraging strong leadership and government with a focus on building community 
• developing feasible energy conservation strategies, and  
• the need for innovation. 

 

 
Maroondah City Council Chief Executive Officer, Frank Dixon,  
welcomes participants to the Maroondah 2040 Future Forum



Think Big! 
Some specific future project ideas were identified including: 

• A Maroondah Environmental Research 
Centre 

• An integrated disability centre 
• A modern Technology Industry centre 
• A prototype model of housing built entirely 

from locally derived materials 
• Create the Silicon Valley of the southern 

hemisphere 
• Establish a Maroondah Flower Show to rival 

Chelsea 
• Develop a University of the Future based in 

research and innovation 
• Establish a shopping Mecca, perhaps like 

the Salamanca market and introduce Night 
markets 

• Regional athletics track 
• Create a centre of excellence in aged health 

care and high density Retirement Centres 
• Introduce a World Class Swimming Facility 
 

• Plan an Entertainment Precinct with outdoor 
cinemas 

• Encourage an International Food Precinct 
• Build a Royal tennis court 
• Annual music festival like Tamworth’s 

country and western, Wangaratta’s Jazz 
festival or the Port Fairy folk festival. 

• Regional Centre for the Arts with an Artists 
incubator 

• Regional Centre for Sports 
• Regional Centre of Medical Innovation and 

Research 
• Incubator hub for home based businesses 
• Aquatic centre with big water slides – Water 

world 
• Built an integrated town square 
• Drinking Fountains everywhere 
• Better public skate park 
• Piazza Town centre 

 
 
Community involvement in building our future together 
The achievement of the Maroondah 2040 vision will require input from all parts of the local community. A 
number of suggestions were highlighted at the forum regarding how anyone who lives, works or plays in 
Maroondah can be involved.  
 
Some of these ideas included: 

• Be an advocate for the community needs and interests. Support groups that are doing good things 
in Maroondah 

• Be a leader in adopting and motivating the community in new energy technologies. Be forefront and 
drive the change. Provide inspired leadership and mentoring 

• Walk the walk, take action not just words. Talk to and look after neighbours and adopt a caring 
attitude to fellow ratepayers and encourage a culture of care and support. 

• Encourage the development of complete care facilities for the aged. 
• Support the elderly directly, engaging them with volunteering encouragement 
• Challenge and question,  celebrate and champion the council’s strategic plan and action 
• Ensure more engagement within the community, helping each other, getting information and 

promoting. 
• Inspire young people to be all they can be. Empower the next generation to build on our example. 

Ensure children are inspired to live the vision 
• Contribute to community resilience and community advocacy 
• Provide advocacy for improving building legislation 
• Raise awareness: about climate change and peak oil, about gender equity and  about safe working 

conditions 
 
 



 

Conversations illustrated 
 
The presentations and forum discussions were captured in graphic form by Jessamy Gee from Thinking 
Colour. These illustrations are shown below.  They are also available to download from the Maroondah 
2040 website accessed via www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
 

 
 

 



 

Discussion question 1  
What sets Maroondah apart from anywhere else? 
 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 11 key themes: 

• Leafy, bush environment 
• Transport hub and traffic management issues 
• Cultural matters 
• Educational resources 
• Community connectivity 
• Infrastructure 
• Amenity 
• Local business 
• Position 
• Health and wellbeing 
• Social issues 

 
Leafy, bush environment   
- Trees and the fact that it’s 

green (18) 
- Sustainability (4) 
- Open space (6) 
- Environment (3) 
- Close to country 
 

- Mt Dandenong and the View 
of the Dandenongs 

- Water 
- Wildlife 
- Fresh air 
- Creeks 
 

- Hills 
- Gardens 
- Indigenous vegetation 
- Possums 
- Parks 
 

Transport hub and Traffic management issues  
- Public transport (3) 
- Roads (3) 
- Railway stations (2) 
- Walking tracks (2) 
- Lack of footpaths (2) 
- Congestion 
- No tolls 
 

- More accessible to people in 
wheelchairs 

- Cycle bike tracks/ Cycling 
- Disability access 
- Inadequate bus network 
- Parking 
- Pedestrians  
- Taxis don’t prioritise woman 

- Rail network 
- Roundabouts 
- Trauma 
- Unreliable public transport 
- Cars 
- Poor access for people with 

mobility challenges 
 

Cultural matters   
- Youth (4) 
- Cafe culture (3) 
- Land of the Wurundjeri (3) 
- Diversity of community (3) 
- Lifestyle (2) 
- Libraries (2) 
 

- Learning (2) 
- Anglo-saxon 
- Bogans 
- Embrace diversity 
- Passionate 
- Connecting youth to art 
 

- Resilience 
- Comfortable 
- Mini-Melbourne 
- More cultural diversity 
- Mullum Mullum 
- Lack of fun 
- Mature 

Educational resources   
- Schools 
- School decline (2) 

- Lack of alternative educational 
opportunities 

- Private schooling 
- Rudolf Steiner 

Community connectivity   
- Community spirit and 

wellbeing (10) 
- Sporting facilities and clubs 

(7) 
- Friendly (3) 
- Burmese community (2) 
 

- Inclusion (2) 
- Harmony (2) 
- Connectivity (2) 
- Neighbourhood environment 
- Consultation 
- Great community Houses 
 

- Local community involvement  
- Lack of youth social activities 
- Limited police resources 
- Volunteering 
- Service 
- Support 



 
Infrastructure   
- Maroondah Hospital and 

health care (5) 
- Public meeting spaces (3) 
- Leisure facilities (3) 
- Better quality cafes 
- Better secondary college 

facilities 
 

- Bike trails 
- Buildings 
- Clock tower 
- McAdam square 
- Lighting 
- Facilities/services 
- Construction/Demolition 
 

- Lack of pubs 
- Inequity in sporting facilities 
- Housing 
- Run down 
- Retirement villages 
- Drainage 
 

Amenity   
- Family environment (2) 
- Energy (2) 
- Cleanliness (2) 
- Tired (2) 
- Good education 
- Good food 
- Better health 
- Cosy township 
 

- Fabulous 
- Design 
- Dodgy 
- Spirit 
- Traditional, staid,  
- Sense of Place 
- Settled 
 

- Conservative, slow to change 
- Social access 
- Risky 
- Home convenient 
- Residential 
- Fog 
- Pretty 
 

Local business   
- Shopping (6) 
- Opportunities (4) 
- Small business (2) 
- Manufacturing (2) 
- Local (2) 
 

- Eastland (2) 
- Clean industry 
- Local cafes 
- Local food 
- Localisation 

 

- Organic shops 
- Partnerships 
- Work vicinity 
- Wine bars 
- Thriving businesses 
- Too many fast food shops 
 

Position   
- Accessibility (4) 
- Centre of the east of 

Melbourne 
-  

- Start of East link 
- Close to everything 
- Outer edge of city 
 

- Gateway 
- Hub 
- Proximity of services 

Health and wellbeing   
- Ageing (4) and aged care 
- Alcohol issues 

- Mental health 
- Exercise 
 

 

Social issues   
- Safety issues (3) 
- Children (2) 
- Too many pokies 
- Busy 
- Violence 
- Dogs 

- Refuge for the disadvantaged 
- Gambling 
- Crime 
- Lack of activities for youth 
- Human beings (2) 
- Youth services 

 

 
 
 



 

Discussion question 2  
What is something you have seen, or an experience you 
have enjoyed, elsewhere that you would like to introduce 
into a future Maroondah? 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 14 key themes: 

• Attitude change 
• Communal assets 
• Community building initiatives 
• Cultural endeavours 
• Economic drivers 
• Energy conservation 
• Environmental issues 
• Health and wellbeing 
• Infrastructure  
• Personal safety  
• Public spaces 
• Recreational facilities 
• Social amenities 
• Traffic management 

 
Attitude change   
- Gender lessons applied to 

planning. More women in 
positions of power 

- Recognition of diversity 
- Recognition and celebration of 

the indigenous owners 
 

- More partnerships between 
services and employees 

- More corporate volunteering 
- An age friendly community 
- Larger employers partnering 

with community conversations 
 

- Architectural/cultural diversity 
- Closer community contacts 
- Breakdown of isolation 
- Being non-judgemental. We 

change! 
 

Communal assets   
- Nature strip gardens. More 

food gardens - growing food in 
public spaces 

- Gardens for supporting wildlife 
- Increased access for people 

with disabilities 
- More men's sheds and 

women's sheds 
 

- Good Communal Spaces (e.g. 
Restaurants) 

- Connected communities 
- Public Gardens and green 

Spaces 
- Being a regional playground 
- Community hub 
- Local spaces to encourage all 

to join in 
 

- Community gardens 
- Our own AFL Team 
- Sporting clubs which are 

accessible and inclusive for 
families and all people of the 
community 

 

Community building initiatives  
- Passionate community 

projects, with all creating 
together, and with all involved 

- Better partnerships between 
community houses and 
groups  

- Youth Council 

- Nurturing a sense of 
community such as a 
Township group i.e. Mt Evelyn 

- Implementation of a council 
strategic plan 

- Community forums 

- Council being an innovator 
and driving the community 
ideas and allowing others to 
operate them 

- Intergenerational activities and 
connections 



 
Cultural endeavours  -  
- Arts and culture 
- Interactive street art 
- Vibrant arts hub with a public 

arts space and Art Gallery 
 

- Public community art 
- Cultural community and 

representation in a variety of 
forms 

 

- Beautiful street scaping 
- Creative Public Spaces 
- More arts and visual arts 
- Urban Community 

Economic drivers   
- Farmer’s markets 
- Businesses that attract people 
- Industry hub - More new 

industries and more local 
manufacturing  

- Retailing – buy local 
- Local people and local jobs 
 

- More Career Opportunities 
(IT, New Age) 

- More International and diverse 
options offered 

- Employment opportunities in a 
variety of fields for all people 

- Activated shopping strips 
 

- Increased social enterprise 
initiatives and a Social 
enterprise incubator 

- Disability - friendly Employers 
- Stream-lined development 
- Affordable Housing 
- Higher education campus and 

regenerated schools 
 

Energy conservation   
- Renewable energy/solar 

power with solar panels on all 
community buildings 

- Community solar schemes 
supported by council 

 

- Council promotion of the 
transition to more sustainable 
energy.  

 
Environmental issues   
- Active perusal of environment 

improvement - planning 
protection on bushland 

- Stricter control of green 
wedges and bushland linkages 

 

- Better use of natural 
resources. 

- More environmentally 
consciousness with a focus on 
sustainability 

 

- More Natural Spaces 
- Permaculture introduced 
 

Health and wellbeing   
- Free gym membership or 

discount rates to improve 
health outcomes 

 

- Youth mental health centre 
- Integrated hospital and 

community health services 
 

- Yoga in bushland 
- Ensure and police healthy 

Community Buildings 

Infrastructure    
- NBN in Maroondah 
- Dog parks 
- Designs for pedestrians 
- Contemporary buildings 
- Increased community hubs 
- Libraries 
- Memorable Structures 
- More Online Interaction – e.g. 

Online voting 
 

- Increased access and 
opportunities for all people of 
all abilities 

- More public seating 
- Irish Pubs 
- Youth Hub 
- Social Housing 
- Building lightshows 
- Introduce an Imax theatre 
 

- Open range zoo 
- Science works 
- Wildlife sanctuary 
- Inland Beach with artificial 

wave machines 
- Further tertiary education 

facilities – a local  university 
- Adult exercise circuit in local 

parks with equipment 

Personal safety    
- Family violence prevention 

program 
- Safer public spaces with more 

people presence 

- Want to be safer in the home 
and streets 

- Safer streets 
- Lower speed limits 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Public spaces   
- Design an interactive town 

square 
- More public spaces - Town 

Square meeting space 
 

- Public spaces for young 
people 

- Community meeting places 
 

- Piazza Town centre 
- Plan more cosmopolitan urban 

Space 
 

Recreational facilities   
- Live music 
- Better public skate park 
- Outdoor cinemas 
- Sports facilities stadium 
- Art galleries 
 

- Aquatic centre with big water 
slides – Water world 

- More performing arts space 
- Live theatres and 

entertainment 
 

- Disability-friendly play spaces 
- Spa Experiences 
- Pokies-free social space 
- Night markets 

Social amenities   
- Cater for more diverse people 

and ages 
- Leisure works 
- Youth space and programs 
- Vegetarian restaurants 
 

- Quality Cafe Strip with 
restaurants and open air cafes 

- Wineries 
- Provisions for the elderly 
- More quality child care 
 

- More places for young people 
- More social attractions 
- More artists/culture 
- More diversity 
- Family education 
- Select entry schools 
 

Traffic management   
- Remove railway crossings 
- Extensive and better public 

transport - Run Trains every 2 
minutes 

- Focus on light rail 
- Better Integrated Transport 

System - more integration 
between bus and train 
timetables with ‘Kiss and ride’ 
facilities. 

-  

- Bike parking at all stations 
(lockable) and at all shopping 
strips 

- Single zone public transport 
- 24 hour public transport 
- Car free thoroughfares and 

segregated bike paths 
- Accessibility and walk-ability 
- Brilliant cycling infrastructure 
- Road expansion 
 

- Car sharing schemes and 
transporters 

- Self-driving cars 
- Monorails 
- Telephone shuttle bus service 
- Free transport 
- Cycle-free to major roads 

 
Some of the workshop participants at the Future Forum



 
 

Discussion question 3  
It’s now 2040. What has taken place to achieve the reputation 
as Melbourne’s most liveable municipality and as an 
inclusive, vibrant, healthy and strong community? 
 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 13 key themes: 

• Aspirations 
• Community building processes 
• Connectivity 
• Education and knowledge 
• Arts and culture 
• Enterprise 
• Environmental focus 
• Governance and leadership 
• Health and wellbeing 
• Infrastructure 
• Innovation 
• Localisation 
• Managed transport options 
• Personal safety 

 
 
Aspirations   
- Population growth. We 

attracted City Dwellers to a 
better environment. 

- Many visitors - Maroondah is 
perceived internationally as a 
beautiful place to work, live 
and play. 

- Outside of the CBD, 
Maroondah is the place that 
people participate in major 
arts and cultural events 

- Broader youth culture because 
the increase of young people 
has quadrupled. 

 
 
 
 

- Free food, shared trading of 
food cooperatives 

- Better hospital system with 
free health care of high 
quality and no waiting lists. 

- Full employment with no 
homeless people 

- Higher levels of intelligence 
with the highest recognized 
educational system. 

- A feeling of equity and choice, 
social justice. 

- Gender equity 
- Disability 

participation/inclusion 
 

- Maroondah is known 
throughout the land as a 
caring community with 
housing for everyone. 

- Gambling? What was that!!! 
- Lots of young people and old 

people with strong cross 
generational relationships. 

- We aimed high. We didn’t 
accept second best. 

- No graffiti 
- Employment growth since 

2013 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Community building processes   
- Communities are more 

resilient 
- Volunteerism is well 

established. 
- Private and public sector 

involvement in community 
development 

- People living in harmony 
- Strong connections with 

sporting and not-for-profit 
organisations 

- Community connectedness, 
strong sense of community 

- Community members on 
Council committees 

- Regular community forums 
contributed solutions regularly 

- People actively participate in 
community life. All our 
community groups have 
actively contributed to the 
2040 framework 

- Community is integrated. 
People are more accepting. 
 

- Generations living together 
respectfully with a healthy and 
active aged population. 

- Community people have taken 
responsibility for improving 
the area which they live 

- Greater citizenship with 
community cohesion and 
acceptance of diversity. 

- All people of the community 
made to feel valued and 
accepted in the area they live 
in. Cohesion between 
neighbours and people know 
their neighbour 

- Local residents supporting 
local businesses 

- Community and environment 
matters! Walking and talking a 
community that is sustainable 

- Community leaders 
encouraged with better 
community planning, 
consultation and engagement 
 

- Resilient community 
- Demand for support agencies 

decreases over time as 
community becomes more 
self-sustaining and resilient 

- Community minded industry 
- Neighbourhood parties leading 

to more real community 
conversations 

- Allied health services are 
linked in with community 

- More volunteering 
- Greater sense of personal 

responsibility 
- Knowing your neighbours and 

sharing 
- More discussions with 

everyone with lots of 
conversations 

- Strong, ongoing community 
involvement and consultations 

- Council facilitates activities in 
partnership with other groups 

- Inclusive community of all 
ages and abilities 

 
Connectivity  
- Balance struck between 

businesses, shopping and 
living 

- We have plenty of money – 
through more collaboration 
with others and cooperation 
from all other levels of 
government! 

-  

- Strong ethnically integrated 
population. Attracted a diverse 
community and integrated 
well, where everyone is made 
to feel welcome. 

 

- Successful mix of City and 
Suburb 

- Maroondah is the capital of 
the south east of Melbourne 

- Increased cultural and 
religious diversity 

 

Education and knowledge   
- University city and an 

expanded TAFE. A university 
franchise has appeared in 
central Maroondah. How did 
they survive without 
Maroondah University! 

 

- Education for jobs based 
around opportunities for the 
future 

- Higher education with 
University in the home 

- Free sharing of knowledge 
and information 

 

- Ethical education 
- Tertiary education 

opportunities in Ringwood 
based on renowned and 
respected facilities. 

- Universal language 
 

Arts and culture   
- Melbourne’s cultural and 

theatrical hub - the home of 
the music industry and a 
flourishing art scene. 
Celebrating - not just 
tolerating culture and the arts. 

 

- Art is everywhere. No graffiti 
but public art. 

- Intergenerational 
- Highly recognizable 

multicultural and diverse arts 
and celebrations 

 

- High multiculturalism levels 
with pride nurtured in all 
cultures! 

- Multicultural celebrations 
- Youth, Aged and multicultural 

inclusion 
 



 
Enterprise   
- Relevant industries embracing 

technology at the speed it is 
introduced. 

- Industry developed around 
solar powered wheelchairs 

- Vegan restaurant and 
supermarket 

- Investment in the future with 
Wi-Fi precincts established 

- Workforce now skewed 
towards service industries 

- Eastland is now bigger than 
Chadstone 

- Residents are highly skilled 
produce growers 

 

- Residents actively supporting 
local business and traders 
supported and contributing 
back to the community 

- Range of banking services and 
providers with Council backing 
community banks 

- Local jobs dominate and 
people walk and ride to work 

- Thriving local economy which 
is self-sustaining e.g., energy, 
food 

- Manufacturing initiatives have 
paid off 

 

- Cultural food and 
entertainment precincts within 
Victoria and catering for all of 
Melbourne 

- Technology advances 
- More money attracted to the 

area. 
- Combination of existing and 

high tech industry 
- Social enterprises rock 
- Internationally renowned for 

innovation and sustainability 
- Microchip-based industries 
- Technology business hub 
-  

Environmental focus   
- Bush areas/green tall trees 
- Native fauna/ animals 

sanctuary 
- A totally sustainable city. 

Embracing conciseness. 
- Well sound proofed and 

insulated 
- Protecting its heritage i.e. 

views to Dandenong 
- Achieved a ‘No car’ society 

with car free areas 
- Green buildings 
- Tree protection has been a 

priority for Council 
 

- Rainwater tanks at all 
community facilities 

- Environmentally sustainable 
design 

- Community composting 
- Recycled water with water-

sensitive urban design 
- Local neighbourhoods manage 

their own waste 
- Solar power - Every house is 

solar powered 
- No coal fired energy and a 

focus on alternative energy 
sources 

 

- Electric cars powered by solar 
with Electric vehicle charge 
stations 

- Every public facility uses 
recycled water. 

- Solar powered robots doing 
cleaning 

- Commercial buildings self-
sufficient in water and energy 

- Green foot print with lots of 
trees. 

- Focus on fresh air. 
- Maroondah is the centre of 

‘Global cooling’ 
- Uranium’s not that bad 
 

Governance and leadership   
- Strong governance.  A clear 

and achievable vision was 
agreed by the whole 
community with prioritised 
options. 

- Strong leadership with a clear 
vision for the future that has 
planned well for improved 
infrastructure. 

 

- Good planning and an 
engaged community where 
the Community are considered 
as citizens not just ratepayers 
or customers. 

- Our design framework has 
committed resources to 
enable our city to be 
prosperous. 

 

- There are at least people in 
authority who are women. 

- Solid reform. Maroondah is 
resilient with less bureaucracy 

 

Health and wellbeing   
- Excellent healthcare and 

health promotion 
- Introduction of drug free 

programs - drug and alcohol 
 

- Seamless health services and 
hospitals - general practice, 
child, community, aged - 
integrated approach  

 

- People living longer because 
of medical breakthroughs 

- Free health service and free 
transport for seniors 

 
 
 



 
Infrastructure   
- Enduring protection for 

heritage both embedded and 
enforced  

- Infrastructure funding 
- Large waterslides 
- Built an integrated town 

square 
- Increased housing 
 

- Highly accessible sporting and 
community facilities that cater 
for all ages 

- Free gaming and 
entertainment centres. 

- More community houses 
- Drinking Fountains 

everywhere. 
 

- Investment in infrastructure 
- Places to have fun 
- Fly-overs 
- A huge central hub 
- Wireless (Wi-Fi) network 

everywhere  
- Bike paths 
 

Innovation   
- Time travel hub! 
- It’s become a scientific hub 

with a knowledge, technology 
and an information centre 

- Innovative thinkers 
- Community turbines 
- Our awards demonstrate that 

we have a reputation for 
being creative with excellence. 

- Everything is available at the 
click of a button - my fridge 
talks to me thanks to NBN. 

- Prepared to take risks by 
being brave, bold. 

 

- Flying cars 
- Jetpacks 
- Each police officer equipped 

for very diverse roles and 
competencies 

- Suspended food is now the 
norm 

- Innovative world class gallery 
and learning centre. 

- What is a mobile phone? 
- Transporter room in our home 

- how did they live without it! 
- Establish community, sport 

and health care institutes 
 

- Fancy going to a shop to buy 
products! 

- Technology advances – e.g No 
keyboards 

- Fantasy living holiday through 
electronics 

- Food via dosage pop a pill 
- Smellavision  
- We have cured cancer and 

Alzheimer’s! 
- Experiment with different 

styles of community living 
 

Localisation   
- Living where you work 
- 20 minute drive to work 
 

- Local food sources 
 

 

Managed transport options   
- World class public transport 

leader - not just at the centre, 
but all over Maroondah. 

- No tripping hazards on 
footpaths 

- Improved our public transport 
integration and infrastructure 

- Great Pedestrian and Cycling 
access 

- Pedestrian only spaces 
 
 

- Can catch a shuttle bus from 
outside my home to take me 
to wherever I want to go. 

- An improvement of public 
transport which is more 
accessible. 

- More people on the streets 
with more pedestrians and a 
focus on pedestrian friendly 
spaces 

 

- Links through bushland 
corridors 

- Streets and buildings are 
maintained well 

- Goods transport separated 
from people transport 

- State of the art transport 
- Fewer cars 
- Less private space more public 

space 
- No peak-hour traffic jams 

Personal safety   
- Violence free 
- Men no longer violent 
- Children are safe and 

protected 
 

- Maroondah has become safe. 
Streets and homes are safe 

- Not enough emergency 
resources 
 

- Family violence - what is that? 
- Prisons in outer space 
- Safe environment 
- No crime 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Discussion question 4a  
It’s 2040. A surge of young enterprising, ambitious and 
community minded people have moved into the area, to live 
and work over the last decade: 
What are some of the qualities, facilities and opportunities 
we have added to achieve this result? 
 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 9 key themes: 

• Attitudinal changes 
• Community engagement 
• Economic drivers 
• Education 
• Good governance 
• Infrastructure 
• Personal safety 
• Social amenities 
• Better transport 

 
Attitudinal changes   
- Everyone is happy 
- We have abandoned close 

minded approaches, 
embraced change and been 
the innovator 

- Encourage free thinking 
- Everybody is welcome – 

inclusive society 
- University is Arts and Culture 

Orientated 
- Flexible workplaces 
-  

- Business strongly entwined 
with community life 

- Gender equality - More 
women in leadership roles 

- Inclusive Community 
- Cross/intergenerational 

interaction 
- Educational embracement 
- Stereotypes challenged 
- Thinking outside the square 
- Gender Equality 
-  

- Live for tomorrow not today 
- Sharing of public & private 

facilities for whole community 
- Flexible schools like 24 hours, 

joint service delivery 
- Gender inclusive opportunities 
- Accept and embrace change 
- Open to feedback 
- Respected elderly 
- Loving our own backyard 
- Support your neighbours 

Community engagement   
- Community volunteering 

recognised n workplace and 
part of work role 

- Incentives for community 
participation with an involved 
Community 

 

- Intergenerational community 
involvement and groups you 
can always be a part of 

- Connectedness and a sense of 
community identity 

 

- Positive engaged youth 
- Youth identifying with their 

own community 
- Sense of community 

 
 



 
Economic drivers   
- Business incubator 
- Live and work locally 
- Techno Maroondah 
- Trendy Maroondah 
- Regional Centre of Medical 

Innovation and Research 
- Further education 

opportunities. 
- Artists incubator 
- Created employment 
- Housing affordability 
- Jobs in the new industries/ 

technology kept pace 
- Health care / teaching 

hospital/ using technology to 
gain knowledge 

- Activation of hubs - social, 
educational and business 

- Vegan and organic food 
markets 

- Arts and Culture Municipality 
- Regional Centre for The Arts 
- Regional Centre for Sports – 

Sports Institute 
- Seamless Funding Stream - 

Access to money supporting 
local business 

- Incubator hub for home based 
businesses 

 
 

- Opportunities for younger 
bands, annual competitions 
for which people come from 
within and without 

- Annual music festival aka 
Tamworth/Port Fairy 

- Continual innovation and 
change 

- Increased technology in 
dedicated spaces 

- Flexible work arrangements 
and working from home is 
now the norm 

- Employment choice 
- Employment choice with local 

employment in abundance 
- Funding models for new 

businesses and support for 
entrepreneurial opportunities 

- Gender equity framework 
- Entertainment, vibrancy, 

places to eat providing job 
opportunities 

- Increased ways for people to 
get loans and money for 
housing 

- Exciting and innovative 
employment opportunities, 
home based? 

 

- Opportunities for local 
enterprise 

- Reskilling of displaced 
workforce 

- Community where creative 
arts are fostered 

- Universal GST with no 
exceptions 

- Maroondah has been the 
trend setters 

- Council Procurement is 
dominated by social enterprise 

- World Class Education 
Facilities have attracted 
people from all over the world 

- Rate discounts have been 
implemented for transition 
towns Maroondah members 

- Innovation supported through 
industry and local government 

- Futures Tank Facility 
- Median house prices relative 

to income 
- Technology based workforce 

opportunities 
- More job opportunities locally 

and nearby including 
apprenticeships 

- Tailored assistance 
- Fragmented ownership 

Education   
- Maroondah University 

established  
 

- Relevant training and 
education facilities  

- Thriving tertiary systems 
 

- Mentoring opportunities. 
- Re-education opportunities 
 

Good governance   
- Population department of 

council established to attract 
people to the area 

- Quality of expertise in local 
government, local business 
leaders and current industry 
making the decisions 
 

 

- Community forums with 
greater community 
participation 

- Less confusion about three 
levels of government 

- Leaders reflect their 
community and represent all 
adult age groups 
 

- Wrap around services – 
flexible and adaptive  

- Progressive and organised 
council 

- Having the right people in the 
right places (leaders) 

- Strong female and male 
Leadership 

 
Personal safety   
- Tolerance and safety 
- Safe public spaces and safe 

streets 
- Free of domestic violence 

 

- Intergenerational and 
community safety 

- No crime and no need for a 
police force 

 

- Maroondah is food secure 
- Low Crime rate with a safe 

Environment 
 

 



 

 
Infrastructure   
- Intergenerational housing with 

new flexible housing models 
- Free Wi-Fi 
- Build a village (Takes a village 

to raise a child!) 
- Royal tennis court 
- Alternative education centres, 

lifelong learning 
- Large conference and 

accommodation centre 
- Access to educational facilities 

public and private eg. Open 
space for all 

- World class education facilities 
- State of the art performing 

arts space and abandon 
Karralyka centre 

- A range of offices, creative 
spaces and businesses 

 

- Strong sporting facilities 
- NBN 
- Social housing complexes - 

appropriate housing for 
people with a mental illness, 
who are again, who have 
disabilities, who have complex 
needs 

- World Class Swimming Facility 
has been built with the 
Victorian state diving centre 

- Entertainment Precinct 
- International Food Precinct 
- Excellent education facilities - 

including tertiary 
- Good quality and affordable 

housing for first home buyers 
- Lifestyle decision - having 

technology and infrastructure 
to enable 

- Skilled people in local 
government 

- Integrated centralised facilities 
- Digital access and inclusion 
- World leading technology hub 
- High Density Retirement 

Centres in the centre of 
Maroondah City 

- Built the Maroondah 
Environmental Research 
Centre 

- No flooding 
- Big garden open space area 
- Performing arts centre 
- More housing options, 

apartments, units. 
- Cheap floor space for business 

and quality commercial space 
- Funky and individual spaces 

 
Social amenities   
- Sporting and entertainment 

facilities 
- Beautiful public spaces 
- Wider entertainment and 

recreation services for all 
generations 

- Structures developed to 
support families and 
communities 

- Leading university and 
research institutes with free 
access 

- Free quality education 
- Word Class Senior facilities 
- Preventative Services are 

more accessible than support 
services 

- Vibrant and respectful 
communities 

- Make Maroondah sexy! 
- Big water slides 
- Community gardens and local 

grown food. Communal and 
sustainable Gardens 
movement 

- Eclectic mix of activities 
- Salamanca market 
- A 20 minute city 
- Shared community spaces 
- Exploiting our proximity To 

The Dandenong’s and Yarra 
Valley 

- Places to engage and connect 
and have fun 

- Affordable childcare, 
accessible and exciting 

- Vegetation and green space 
- More street cafe, chill out 

zones 
- Regional athletics tracks 
- World renowned restaurants 
- Gateway to east, peninsula 

and the City 
- Music and dance festivals. 

More live music 
- High quality entertainment 
- Spaces where you don’t have 

to spend money 
- Good children’s services 
- Cultural life 

- Better opportunities for quality 
volunteering for young people 

- More funding for people with 
special support needs 

- Affordable and appropriate 
housing 

- More diverse culture with 
nightlife entertainment and 
excellent restaurants 

- Diverse entertainment. Plenty 
of activity all day and night 

- Learning opportunities 
- Non-judgemental free health 

services and a thriving health 
system 

- Medical knowledge reducing 
health issues 

- No homelessness 
- Protect green open spaces for 

the millennium 
- Excellent training & education 
- Good primary and secondary 

school. 
- Vibrant places to live in 
- Cafe society and street life 

Better transport   
- Easy to move around local 

services.  
- Walkability to services 
- Excellent integrated public 

transport 

- Integrated transport - buses 
talk to trains talk to travellers. 

- Great Public Transport. 
Transport is free and 
accessible 

- Frequency and coverage of 
public transport 

- Accessibility, for travel etc. 
- Direct links to airport 
- Excellent transport 



 

Discussion question 4b  
It’s 2040. A surge of young enterprising, ambitious and 
community minded people have moved into the area, to live 
and work over the last decade: 
What are the aspects, elements we have abandoned or 
eliminated to achieve this result?  
 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 11 key themes: 

• Attitude change 
• Economic factors 
• Educational restraints 
• Environmental issues 
• Governance practices 
• Public health issues 
• Personal safety 
• Social amenities 
• Social issues 
• Managing streetscapes 
• Traffic problems 

 
Attitude change   
- Less living in the past. 

Celebrating, but not holding 
on dogmatically, to the past  

- Eliminated procrastination 
- Overcome arrogance, 

intolerance and prejudice 
- Reduce the NIMBY attitude - 

Live and Let Live 
- Challenge wasteful practices 
- Eliminate the  ‘Me’ culture 
- Abandon the fear of others 

and fear of difference 
- No more ‘male only’ footie 

clubs 
- Discrimination and prejudice 

towards people who are 
different 

- Move away from Middle-Class 
attitudes 

- Xenophobia and stereotyping 
others. 

 

- Old ways of thinking - 
Conservatism 

- Non-green attitudes overcome 
- Stigma and approaches to 

people of difference 
- Break down social barriers 

(social, ability) 
- Get rid of acceptance of 

behaviours that border on 
dangerous and disrespectful 

- Negative media coverage 
eliminated 

- Risk-averse Local Government 
turned around 

- Removed preconceptions of 
what Maroondah can be 

- Greed no longer a driver 
- Abandoned the focus of the 

‘individual’ instead of 
‘community’ 

 

- Removed the male dominance 
of sport 

- Removed barrier between 
industry and community 

- Removed unkindness, racism 
and bullying 

- Tunnel vision avoided 
- Disrespect of the elderly 
- Apathetic attitudes towards 

violence 
- Religion and a lack of 

visionary leadership 
- Lack of imagination 
- Resistance to any 

development 
- Youth boredom 
- Sub division reluctance 

removed 
- Negativity overcome. 
 



 
Economic factors   
- Reduced privatization 
- Reliance on pokies revenue 
- Aversion to ‘user pays’ and 

linking cost with community 
benefit 

- High cost of tertiary 
education. 

- Advertising driving consumers 
- Capitalism 
 

- Imported goods and products 
replacing local goods 

- Distant and remote franchise 
groups 

- Lack of funding opportunities 
for all 

- Ringwood centric retail 
thinking - Bring back the 
corner shop 

- Low tech industries 
 

- Lack of employment 
opportunities 

- Insurance and commercial 
rental costs 

- Lack of enough diversity in 
business 

- Unemployment and 
underemployment 

- Expensive childcare 
- Trade union influences 
 

Educational restraints  
- Traditional school structures 

replaced 
- One education system gave 

with to diverse models 
 

- Napplan – National 
assessment plan – literacy and 
numeracy 
 

- Non-engaged young people 
- Lack of education 
 

Environmental issues  
- Plastic bags phased out 
- Pest control - removed the 

station rats. 
- Reduced reliance on fossil 

fuelled cars and their pollution 
 

- Wood-fires eliminated 
- Weeds 
- Abandoned our reliance on 

fossil fuels. Dependence on 
fossil fuel dropped 
 

- Coal powered anything 
removed 

- Petrol and less reliance on 
inefficient petrol cars 
 

Governance practices  
- Governments which say 'Can 

Not' replaced with ‘Can Do’ 
- Green Bureaucracy pruned 
- Eliminated poor election 

practices – making them more 
open and transparent 

- Barriers to creating food 
gardens dropped 

- Embedded institutions of 
power challenged 

- Duplication and inaccessible 
services removed 

 

- Local Government working 
with community not for 
community 

- Remove council’s over 
commitment to sport 

- Less bureaucracy and red 
tape. Remove a layer of 
government.  

- Remove state governments 
- Replace the social services 

silos 
- VCAT curtailed! 
 

- Seamlessness connections 
between levels of government 

- Poor leaders and poor 
leadership 

- Reliance on trends 
- Limitation to freedom of 

choice 
- Wasteful infrastructure 

eliminated. 
- Disconnected aged care 

facilities tackled 
 

Public health   
- Free medical treatment 
- Family and domestic violence 

eliminated 
 

- Eliminate an illicit drug 
culture. Reliance on drugs and 
alcohol removed. 

 

- Fast food and drive through 
food outlets cut back 

- Manufactured foodstuffs 
 

Personal safety   
- Abandoned unsafe areas e.g. 

the station 
- Food insecurity 
- Housing insecurity 
 

- Address personal safety 
concerns at night 

- Awful railway station 
revamped.  

 

- Lack of safe, public transport 
- Anti-social and dangerous 

behaviour at stations and on 
public transport 



 
Social amenities   
- Fewer football teams 
- Abandon open space (some to 

be enclosed for use 24 hrs.) 
- Fewer Supermarkets e.g 

Costco 
 

- Karralyka theatre replaced 
- An over populated city with 

too many high-rises 
- Restored sub-standard public 

housing 
 

- Neighbourhood isolation 
addressed 

- Alcohol venues like Nightclubs 
with party drugs shut down 

 

Social issues   
- Anti-social behaviour 
- Eliminated pokies and gaming 

venues removed 
- Prisons done away with 
- Homelessness addressed 
- Isolated older people and 

elder abuse policed 
- Electronic gaming machines - 

pokies 
 

- Gambling, Pokies, drugs and 
alcohol removed 

- Bullying within all walks of life 
- Done away with high level of 

re-notification to child 
protection 

- Get rid of vandalism and 
graffiti 

 

- Inappropriate content in the 
media (social) 

- Censored internet 
- Video games 
- Crime and violence 
- The need for more disability 

support 
- Social isolation 
 

Managing streetscapes   
- Rationalised signage clutter on 

the streets 
- Graffiti gone 
- Brick pavement in Main St 

Croydon 
- Restrictive physical barriers 

that divide communities 
 

- Small, unsafe bike paths on 
roads 

- Hard surfaces (concrete etc.) 
- Attachment to low density 

housing makes way for 
medium density  

 

- Energy inefficient lighting 
- Above ground power lines 
- Spaghetti street patterns 

replaced 
- Remodel Ringwood. Ringwood 

is more than Eastland 
 

Traffic problems   
- Cars reduced in Ringwood 

Central 
- Inefficient means of transport 
- Big car parks 
- Eliminated the reliance on cars 

and the need for cars 
-  

- Traffic congestion 
- Remove car access to centre 
- Reduce the width of car 

thoroughfares 
- Traffic congestion in peak 

hour 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Some of the workshop participants at the Future Forum 



 
 

Discussion question 5  
How can we start to build a better future for the Maroondah 
community today – as organisations or as individuals?  
 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 11 key themes: 

• Community leadership and involvement  
• Social inclusion 
• Health and wellbeing 
• Education and employment 
• Community connection 
• Leisure and culture 
• Infrastructure and urban design 
• Governance 
• Sustainable environment 
• Transport 
• Community safety 
• Innovation 

 
Community leadership and involvement   
- Facilitate community forums 
- Create a community that 

thinks globally and acts locally 
- Facilitate the community to 

bring the threads together at 
a local level 

- Help young people to 
routinely contribute to all 
major decisions 

- Multi-layered community 
leadership 

- Continually communicate with 
local governments 

- Interpreting and delivering 
community’s needs 

- Developing services to meet 
communities needs 

- Being accountable to 
community 

- Give everyone a voice to 
speak and a body to use to 
make change. 

- Reflect on the trends in the 
community as issues arise 

- Be aware of community needs 
and design programmes 
around those needs 

 

- Encourage community 
participation that is response 
to community needs 

- Engage young people in civic 
life 

- Challenge and question,  
celebrate and champion the 
council’s strategic plan and 
action 

- Listen to our community and 
act on community needs 

- More engagement within the 
community, helping each 
other, getting information and 
promoting. 

- Tell stories of Maroondah to 
create the future 

- Participate in community 
decision making 

- Robust participation in 
community issues 

- No hesitation in taking charge 
- Listen to our community when 

we govern 
- Encourage more community 

involvement in decision 
making processes 

 

- Broad representation from the 
community 

- Strong local leadership 
- Be an advocate for the 

community needs and 
interests. Support groups that 
are doing good things in 
Maroondah 

- Lead the current generation to 
2040 

- Inspire young people to be all 
they can be. Empower the 
next generation to build on 
our example. Ensure children 
are inspired to live the vision 

- Facilitate, agitate, champion 
and be a leader of community 
outcomes 

- Take personal responsibility 
- Shake things up and question 

things by challenging the 
accepted status quo 

- Be vocal and demanding 



 
Social inclusion   
- Establish partnerships to share 

resources and establish 
community programs 

- Racial Harmony -a tolerant 
and accepting Community 

- Accessibility to Services 
including for the disabled and 
mentally Ill 

- Run bush dances for people 
with disabilities. 

- No disengaged young people 
- Have mixed communities with 

social housing embedded in 
affluent areas. 

- Increase provision to Legal 
Aid. 
 

- Embrace diversity and social 
justice. 

- Create an equal society. 
- Encourage the development of 

complete care facilities for the 
aged. 

- Support the elderly directly, 
engaging them, volunteering 
encouragement 

- Create opportunities for 
inclusion and participation 

- Design our programs with 
inclusion as the driver and the 
activity is the outcome 

- Focus on the inclusion of all 
cultures. 
 

- Support our disabled 
- Encourage independent living 

and provide support and 
advocacy 

- More respectful culture 
- Aim for a harmonious 

existence 
- Inclusive learning 
- Support refugees 
- Take part in a morality change 
- Engage with the isolated 
- Embrace the community and 

cultures of Maroondah 
 

Health and wellbeing   
- Positive health outcomes for 

all. 
- Eliminate or have a better 

understanding of mental 
health issues 

- Provide strategies to help 
eradicate drug abuse and 
addiction 

- Support accessible wellbeing 
programs. 
 

- Hospitals closed with no sick 
people 

- Free medical and hospital 
services 

- Nil poverty 
- Tai chi in the parks. Run Tai 

Chi in Maroondah. 
- Emergency services would be 

happy to engage in primary 
intervention 

 

- Continue to develop services 
addressing social 
determinants of health 

- Be a slim man or woman 
- Expand health and wellbeing 

programs 
- Be an educator of mental 

health issues to employers  
 

Education and employment   
- Adult education and motivate 

the community toward change 
- Workforce development 

partnerships 
- Increase the range of 

education opportunities 
- Learning is a lifetime thing 
- Be a local sage 
- Community lead education 

opportunities for the 
maligned. 

 

- Bridge the gap between how 
young people live and how 
they learn 

- Supportive Education 
Programs 

- Apprenticeships 
- Whoever is in a position to do 

the best job should be the one 
that does it. 

- Learn through the local 
community centres 

 

- Business diversification 
- Employment opportunities to 

prevent welfare  
- Be a driver in disability 

employment with larger 
employers in Maroondah 

- Support more females in 
business 

- Start local projects to develop 
sustainability and an 
alternative economy 

 
Community connection   
- Increase the number of street 

parties 
- Create neighbourhood 

communities 
- Building community by 

building connections and 
support network for people 

- Every person could bank with 
a community bank 

 

- Walk the walk, take action not 
just words. Talk to and look 
after neighbours and adopt a 
caring attitude to fellow 
ratepayers and encourage a 
culture of care and support. 

- Build a strong sense of 
Community 

 

- Be actively involved in local 
community groups 

- Make a commitment to being 
involved in the community 

- Contribute to community 
resilience and community 
advocacy 

- Volunteering umbrella 
connecting communities 

 



 
Leisure and Culture   
- Bring the fun back, put 

Maroondah skateboarders on 
the world platform! 

 

- Plan excellent sporting and 
recreational facilities 

- Establish a cutting edge urban 
arts festival 

 

- Make sporting clubs 
welcoming and inclusive of 
new people and families 

 

Infrastructure and urban design  
- Sustainable building practices 
- Upgrade the Eastlink Trail 
- More signs and water stations 

along trails and shared 
pathways 

- Be careful when designing 
and approving public spaces 

 

- Improve streetscapes 
- Provide community high 

quality outcomes so facilities 
are respected. 

- Advocate for more local 
infrastructure spending by 
governments 

 

- Actually use the spaces we 
build. 

- Build community 
infrastructure to improve 
liveability 

 

Governance   
- Ensure financial sustainability 
- Build corporate responsibility 

partnerships 
- Council - be challenged and 

be prepared to have thinking 
challenged and not be risk 
averse. 

- Provide the evidence base in 
data 

- Building evidence base 
- Keep abreast of evidence 

based best practice 
- More grant opportunities 
 

- Promote positive and ongoing 
partnerships 

- Lobby federal government 
- Encourage major philanthropic 

contributors to the city 
- Organize more funding for all 

organizations. 
- More collaborative 

partnerships 
- Match funding to needs of 

people 
- Seamless partnerships 
- Transparency and 

accountability 
 

- Deliver safe council services 
- Put greater emphasis on 

partnerships 
- Provide advocacy for 

improving building legislation 
- Community partnerships 
- Aim for strong and 

compassionate leadership 
- Corporate social responsibility 
- Listen and leadership. Moving 

from management leadership 
- Reflect on practices and 

review 
 

Sustainable environment   
- A strong regard and 

commitment to the 
Environment 

- Pioneer the electric car in 
Maroondah 

- Provide examples of 
sustainable development 

- Modelling sustainable living 
 

 

- Raise awareness: about 
climate change and peak oil, 
about gender equity and  
about safe working conditions. 

- Participate in the Environment 
Advisory committee 

- Support self-reliance and 
sustainability 

 

- Live sustainably in an urban 
environment 

- Focus on environmental 
outcomes including 
permaculture 

- Raise awareness: about 
climate change and peak oil, 
about gender equity and  
about safe working conditions 

Transport   
- Extend tolls beyond 2043 to 

remove all railway crossings 
and build better networks 

 

- Light rail to end of Eastlink 
through both directions 

 

 

Community safety   
- Increased presence and new 

jobs for the police force.  
- Not a fearful society 
 

- Celebrate good behaviour 
rather than penalising law-
breaking 

 

 



 
Innovation   
- Changing the impossible to 

possible. 
- Remain open to new ideas 

and technology 
- Seed ideas for social 

enterprise 
 

- Be a leader in adopting and 
motivating the community in 
new energy technologies.  

- Be forefront and driving the 
change.  

 

- Provide inspired leadership 
and mentoring 

- Reconcile quantum mechanics 
with gravity 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Graphic artist at the Future Forum – Jessamy Gee, Thinking Colour 



 
 

Discussion question 6  
It’s 2040. Describe a product, service or technology that did 
not exist in 2013 that has put Maroondah on the map 
globally. 
 
Responses from forum participants for this question can be grouped into 12 key themes: 

• Technology and knowledge 
• Leisure and recreation 
• Local produce 
• Commerce 
• Community involvement  
• Education and employment 
• Transport 
• Sustainable industry 
• Health and wellbeing 
• Arts 
• Community inclusion and diversity 
• Urban design 

 
Technology and knowledge   
- Manufacture of technology 

niche products, which can be 
used locally and exported 

- Knowledge centre 
- Build applications based on a 

solution to perpetual motion 
- Modern Technology Industry 

centre 
 

- Bio-technology and human 
integration 

- Space station 
- Social media detox centre 
- Excellence in creating 

technologies that prevent 
disabilities 

 

- Create the Silicon Valley of the 
southern hemisphere 

- Technology available to 
communicate with services to 
get instantaneous assistance – 
an App 

- Ringwood learning centre, 
library, integrated hub 

 
Leisure and recreation   
- International soccer coaching 

academy 
- Multi-purpose entertainment & 

Sporting Industry 
 

- Highest rate of biodiversity 
and indigenous survivors 
within urban environ known 
for world class sporting 
facilities and activities. 

 

- Maroondah Flower Show 
rivalling Chelsea 

 

Local produce   
- Maroondah the gate way to 

bring local produce to the city 
- Food grown on nature strips 

to share in community.  
-  

- Streets are avenues where we 
plant food and the benefits 
are shared in the community 

 

- Grow and export food to the 
world 

- Major food and Wine centre 
 

Commerce   
- Integrated cultural, social, 

commercial experience that 
goes beyond the established 
shopping mall model 

 

- Establish a shopping Mecca 
 

 



 
Community involvement  
- Leading the way in community 

engagement 
- Maroondah community 

conscious project. One hour a 
month across the whole of the 
community think and work 
towards all ideas, all growing 
together 

 

- Management tool that bought 
all the levels of Maroondah 
together to ensure the 
community and council 
working together. 

- Community imagination 
tank/think bubble. 

 

- Pilot, develop and evaluate 
integrated communities 
featuring inter-generational 
interaction 

- Recycling of thoughts and 
sharing. Failure is not an 
option 

 

Education and employment   
- Develop a model of excellent 

education programs 
- Tertiary education institutions 

that specialise in health care 
- A University of the Future-

based on innovation and 
research 

- Success of business and 
business diversity from home 
based to larger industry 

 

- Education facilities which are 
totally inclusive and facilities 
which are suitable to people 
of all abilities. No need for 
'special education' facilities 

- Education as an export 
Industry and integration tool 

- Online education sold to 
across the world 

- Parental education 
 

- 24/7 economy - you work 
when you can and when you 
are more productive 

- Home based business 
development and support 
models 

- High quality research and 
education programs which are 
exported across the world. 

- Excellent public school system 
 

Transport   
- Flying car manufacturing 

centre 
- Most efficient and reliable 

public transport system. 
- World Leader in electronic 

transport technology 
-  

- Anti-gravity public transport 
and vehicles 

- We have developed a Hover 
board industry 

 

- World Leaders in flying house 
boat building 

- Become a central transport 
hub 

 

Sustainable industry   
- Advanced composting toilet 

systems 
- Model the most sustainable 

community 
- Green roofs on new housing 
- New technique to allow 

bushland and wild life to 
survive in a changed 
environment. Keep what we 
want against a backdrop of 
climate change. 

 

- Something that eliminates 
weeds, but retains natural 
plants. 

- Water storage, recycle 
product - water harvesting 
idea 

- Model for a sustainable 
community, Maroondah 
highway used to grow wheat 

- Sustainable energy industry 
- Cleanest towns in the world 
 

- New technologies in drainage, 
sewerage. Conversion of 
waste into other products. 

- Hub for water harvesting for 
hydroponics 

- Highest uptake of renewable 
energy and expertise to 
deliver internationally 

- Model of housing built entirely 
from locally derived materials 

- Best practice model 

Arts   
- Festival - along the lines of 

Glastonbury in England 
- Holographic image centre 
 

- A week-long event in which all 
cultures and peoples are 
involved 

 

- Artistic strength - the new 
Heidelberg (Germany) 

 

Community inclusion and diversity 
- The most successfully diverse 

and culturally integrated 
community 

 

- People respecting people 
- A region for social integration 

and harmony 
 

- Healthy, happy, vibrant 
community 

- Managed integration migration 
 

 



 
Health and wellbeing   
- World Leader in Gerontology 

Research 
- An integrated disability centre 
- A major health research 

centre and a centre for aged 
health care 

- A major pharmaceutical 
company 

- The most connected 
community to its aged 
residents in the world 

- Provide health care to south 
East Asia 

 

- Centre of excellence in aged 
health care 

- World centre for aged care 
and education  

- Develop a model where work, 
recreate and wellbeing with a 
4 day working week with 
flexible hours so you can grow 
your vegies which are shared. 

- Some type of specialty in 
health care world famous 
(eastern Health, community 
health service 

 

- Health and wellbeing 
embedded in work days as 
part of your work you have 
access to health and wellbeing 
activities 

- Biomedical engineering to 
eradicate neurological and 
degenerative diseases 

- Centre for excellence in aged 
care integrated into the 
community 

- Holistic health care  
 

Urban design   
- Architectural facility at 

Ringwood Lake 
- Iconic architecture 
 

- Famous for beautiful and 
sustainable places 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
A graphic depiction of the workshop discussions – Jessamy Gee, Thinking Colour 



What happens next?? 
 
All information from the Maroondah 2040 Future Forum, together with information gathered from the My 
Say, My Vision community survey, online discussion forums, conversations on film and a children’s artwork 
program will help to identify a shared preferred future vision for Maroondah and desired outcomes for the 
future.  
 
The second phase of the community engagement process will commence in September 2013 to look in 
more detail at these desired future outcomes and identify some priorities and goals for Council and 
community to work towards. 
 

My Say Maroondah 
Visit the My Say Maroondah website to stay informed about 
Maroondah 2040 and continue to have your say about Maroondah’s 
future. 
 
During the community visioning process, this website will be updated to 
include community surveys, discussion forums, videos and background 
information about the project.  
 
As the consultation progresses, Council will report on the outcomes of 
community discussions through this website. 
 
Please access My Say Maroondah via www.maroondah.vic.gov.au  
 

 

Stay in touch 
 

For more information on Maroondah 2040 and to stay informed on upcoming opportunities to have your 
say: 
 

Visit:  www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
Call:  1300 88 22 33 
Email:  2040@maroondah.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Let’s continue the conversation to share, discuss and shape our future together 

                                       

http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/
mailto:2040@maroondah.vic.gov.au
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