




Our community vision

In 2040, Maroondah will be a vibrant 
and diverse city with a healthy and 
active community, living in green  
leafy neighbourhoods which are 
connected to thriving and accessible 
activity centres contributing to a 
prosperous economy within a safe, 
inclusive and sustainable environment.

The Maroondah 2040 Community Vision captures the aspirations, desires,  
dreams, and priorities of the community looking ahead to the year 2040  
and beyond. 

This long term vision provides a ‘roadmap’ for the community, Council and  
other levels of government to partner together and create a future that  
enhances Maroondah as a great place to live, work, play and visit.



We are very pleased to present this summary  
of the Maroondah 2040 Community Vision. 
The Vision provides a blueprint for the future of Maroondah that reflects the aspirations and  
hopes of our community.

We urge anyone who lives, works or plays in Maroondah to embrace this community vision  
and take a proactive role in its implementation, for the benefit of current and future generations. 

We look forward to working with all members of the Maroondah community as we create our  
future together.

Councillors, Maroondah City Council, June 2014

(L–R) Cr Nora Lamont, Cr Samantha Marks, Cr Ann Fraser, Cr Liam Fitzgerald, Cr Les Willmott, Cr Rob Steane,  
Cr Tony Dib, Cr Christina Gleeson and Cr Natalie Thomas

The full version of Maroondah 2040: Our future together can be found at www.maroondah.vic.gov.au



Maroondah today

The City of Maroondah is a thriving regional centre 
covering a land area of 61.4 square kilometres in 
Melbourne’s outer east, 22 kilometres from the  
central business district. 

Maroondah is a substantially developed municipality,  
with an estimated population of 109,575 residents. 
Ringwood is one of just six Metropolitan Activity 
Centres across Melbourne. Croydon is also a key  
activity centre with concentrated retail opportunities. 
Over 9,000 businesses operate within the City 
providing employment for almost 37,000 people.  
The largest industry employers are the manufacturing, 
retail trade and health care sectors. 

The City hosts a regional health precinct including 
a major public hospital and a large private hospital, 
educational facilities that cater from early childhood 
learning to tertiary level, two libraries, arts and cultural 
centres, an art gallery and a range of community 
centres. Maroondah is also home to a range of world-
class sporting facilities including Aquanation, a regional 
recreation and leisure facility incorporating the State 
Diving Centre.

Maroondah is well known for its leafy streets, broad 
areas of open space, bushland reserves, parks and 
playgrounds, and is a great place to live, work, play  
and visit.
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Where are  
we now?

Where do we 
want to go?

How do we  
get there?

Let’s make  
it happen ...

Are we making 
progress?

1 2 3 4 5
Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage

Stage 1  
Where are 
we now?
In March 2013, we 
commenced work 
on understanding 
where we are now 
as a community 
and what are the 
factors that will 
influence our future. 

Stage 2  
Where do 
we want  
to go?
During this stage, 
we met with key 
community and 
business leaders 
and the wider 
community with 
questions focussing 
on what local people 
loved and what they 
wanted to change 
about Maroondah. 

Stage 3  
How do we 
get there?
This stage 
considered the 
emerging key 
themes in more 
detail with targeted 
engagement  
of different age-
groups and key 
stakeholders. The 
result is a shared 
vision that captures 
the aspirations 
and priorities of 
the Maroondah 
community.

Stage 4  
Let’s make 
it happen ...
This stage has 
now commenced 
and involves 
working towards 
the preferred 
outcomes and key 
directions outlined 
in Maroondah 2040: 
Our future together. 

Stage 5  
Are we 
making 
progress?
As we work  
towards our shared 
community vision, 
we will continually 
monitor and report 
on progress to 
ensure that we can 
celebrate what has 
been achieved and 
recognise what is 
still to be done.

Creating a community vision



“I see our  
community  

bridging the 
generation gap, 

having the elderly  
and the youth  

interacting and 
learning from  
one another.”



A safe, healthy  
and active community 



In 2040, Maroondah will be a safe, 
healthy and active community with local 
opportunities provided for people of all 
ages and abilities to have high levels of 
social, emotional and physical wellbeing.

Our community said 
We value the sense of community 
spirit and the family friendly 
atmosphere. There needs to  
be a proactive approach to 
ensuring safer neighbourhoods by 
addressing a range of issues. Priority 
should be given to a regional health 
precinct with integrated health  
and community service hubs  
in activity centres. The range  
and accessibility of local parks, 
playgrounds, sporting and recreation 
facilities is highly valued.

The path ahead
Access to a range of facilities, 
services, programs and opportunities 
that support physical and mental 
health and wellbeing will facilitate a 
community with high levels of social, 
emotional and physical wellbeing. 
There will be a focus on issues 
associated with family violence 
along with alcohol, drugs, tobacco 
and gambling to enhance the health 
and wellbeing of our community. 
New community facilities will be 
state of the art, multifunctional, 
accessible and cater for the needs 
of all ages and abilities.

“It is important to 
maintain safety in 
an environment 
that is growing. 
The train stations 
in particular need 
constant surveillance 
so that visitors to 
Maroondah feel safe 
and comfortable.”

 “I love Maroondah 
because it has  
a family friendly 
environment, 
is peaceful and 
harmonious.”

 “My future vision is 
that Maroondah will 
be safe for people to 
live, work and play.”



A prosperous and 
learning community 



In 2040, Maroondah will be a thriving centre  
of economic activity and opportunity within  
the eastern region where the sustainability and 
growth of local businesses is supported. All 
community members, groups, education providers 
and local businesses will have access to a wide 
range of quality learning resources and facilities.

Our community said 
We value a diverse local economy 
that is resilient and responsive to 
emerging opportunities, including 
the Ringwood Metropolitan  
Activity Centre. Small and medium 
enterprises will be strengthened 
through partnerships, learning, 
networking and mentoring. There  
is great pride in our local schools 
and educational facilities, with a 
strong desire to see the creation  
of more lifelong learning and  
tertiary education opportunities  
in Maroondah.

The path ahead
We must position Maroondah to 
take advantage of emerging sectors 
and investment opportunities to 
proactively respond to an economy  
and workforce that will evolve in  
the coming decades. The Ringwood 
Metropolitan Activity Centre will 
increasingly become a destination 
for high quality retail, commercial, 
entertainment, housing and urban 
design. As a community, we will focus 
on strengthening the connection 
between our educational facilities 
and businesses to improve learning 
and employment outcomes, providing 
opportunities for individuals to learn 
across their lifetime.

“I see the future  
of Maroondah as 
being able to bridge 
the generation gap, 
having elderly and 
youth interacting 
and learning from 
one another.”

“Wouldn’t it be 
great if one of the 
large established 
universities had 
a campus in the 
Ringwood commercial 
precinct with good 
transport/train and 
retail access?”



A vibrant and culturally 
rich community



In 2040, Maroondah will be a creative 
cosmopolitan community recognised for  
its celebration and promotion of arts and 
culture. There will be a broad range of engaging 
entertainment options, diverse cultural activities 
and the creation and display of traditional and 
contemporary forms of art.

Our community said 
We would like to see more community 
events and diverse entertainment 
options along with an increase in 
public art. Neighbourhood centres 
need to be further activated to 
become vibrant destinations. The 
array of arts and cultural activities 
on offer is highly valued and it is 
hoped that participation in these 
programs and opportunities can  
be encouraged and extended in  
the future.

The path ahead
We will maximise arts and cultural 
facilities and spaces to strengthen 
connections within the local  
arts community, in turn building 
opportunities for collaboration, 
participation and a celebration  
of our cultures. We will strive  
to create active public spaces  
that include vibrant cafe and 
restaurant precincts, and a wide 
array of affordable, accessible 
entertainment options. We will 
work in partnership with the  
arts community.

“I would like more  
art centres and more 
art galleries for different 
people and talent, both 
young and old.”

“Update Maroondah 
culturally! There could 
be places for live 
music, theatre and 
festivals! If facilities 
were updated and 
modernised some of 
Melbourne’s festivals 
could be shared here.”



A clean, green and 
sustainable community



In 2040, Maroondah will be a green leafy 
community with high levels of waste diversion 
and sustainable approaches to infrastructure 
development, urban design and management 
of natural resources. Our community will be 
resilient and have the knowledge, capacity and 
resources to make sustainable lifestyle choices.

Our community said 
They value the natural environment 
with the diverse topography, 
flora and fauna, wetlands, parks 
and facilities. There is a need to 
increase environmental awareness 
throughout the City to ensure our 
green leafy character is maintained. 
Sustainable building design needs to 
be incorporated into development 
to ensure our community can make 
more environmentally sustainable 
lifestyle choices.

The path ahead
A green leafy community that 
protects and enhances our natural 
environment will continue to 
be highly valued, with the built 
environment respecting the natural 
landscape. As a community, we 
will use innovative ways to build 
community resilience. We will 
also seek to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in the short-term 
to provide for a more sustainable 
future. There will be opportunities 
for community gardens that will 
promote equitable and sustainable 
sourced healthy food systems.

“I’d like to see 
Maroondah being 
more environmentally 
friendly – companies/
school/shops being 
more sustainable 
in their practices, 
more rejuvenation of 
bushland and reserves.”

 “I love Maroondah 
because it is  
clean and green  
with fantastic  
tree canopies on 
roads. The gardens 
are superb!”



An accessible and 
connected community



In 2040, Maroondah will be an accessible 
community for all ages and abilities with 
walkable neighbourhoods, effective on and  
off-road transport networks and access to  
a range of sustainable transport options.

Our community said 
We value sustainable modes of 
transport as a viable alternative  
to the car. There is a strong desire  
to see improved public and active 
transport options, particularly 
in locations that are isolated. 
Improvements in relation to 
accessibility, connectivity and 
frequency will be required as the 
population increases.

The path ahead
As a community we will work with 
all levels of government to enhance 
the convenience of using public 
transport so it is increasingly an 
option for all ages and abilities to 
travel throughout Maroondah and 
beyond. There will be adequate 
infrastructure and information  
to encourage a culture of cycling  
and walking. As a City with high 
levels of car use, we will continue 
to strive for a highly efficient and 
effective road network for all 
transport users across all modes.

“My vision is for 
more bike paths 
leading to the city 
so people can ride 
safely to work.”

“I would like to see 
fantastic transport – 
so we are able to get 
anywhere. Cheaper 
transport prices 
for those travelling 
in the area.”

“We need better 
footpaths, better 
transport hubs 
and exchanges to 
make it easier for 
the elderly to come 
into Maroondah.”



An attractive, thriving 
and well built community



In 2040, Maroondah will be an attractive 
community with high quality residential and 
commercial areas incorporating infrastructure 
that meets the needs and aspirations of all 
ages and abilities. A diverse range of housing 
options will be available and thriving activity 
centres will provide a broad range of facilities 
and services that meet community needs.

Our community said 
We value the bustling thriving 
nature of our retail and business 
precincts and access to high 
quality services and recreational 
opportunities. Residential 
neighbourhoods are developed 
in a way that enhances the green 
leafy character that is unique to 
Maroondah. There is a desire for 
development to be driven by social 
needs and demographic change.

The path ahead
Our challenge is preserving and 
enhancing the green leafy character 
and distinctive heritage of our 
neighbourhoods and provide 
housing that reflects our steadily 
growing and rapidly ageing 
population. We will ensure our 
neighbourhood and business centres 
are thriving places. Development  
will be high quality with examples of 
iconic architecture and distinct urban 
design that provide welcoming and 
inviting spaces for the community  
to connect and enjoy.

“I love the ability of 
Maroondah to offer 
different lifestyles 
for different needs. 
Some large blocks 
for those who desire 
large gardens, some 
regular blocks for the 
majority of families 
and some units and 
apartments for those 
who wish to live  
in close proximity 
to business districts 
and amenities.”



An inclusive and 
diverse community



In 2040, Maroondah will be an inclusive  
community where social connections are  
strong across generations and diversity  
is embraced and celebrated.

Our community said 
We value the diversity of Maroondah 
and we are proud of the welcoming 
and inclusive atmosphere of our 
City. There is a strong desire to 
ensure vulnerable groups have 
access to services and pathways 
that meet their needs and that living 
in Maroondah remains affordable for 
all population groups. Responding 
to our changing demographic is a 
crucial issue for the future as well as 
ensuring that Maroondah evolves as 
a city that is friendly and accessible 
for all ages and backgrounds.

The path ahead
Emerging communities are 
continuing to grow and we are 
responding positively to changes  
in demographics and increased  
life expectancy. The diversity  
of our community will continue  
to be embraced to ensure that  
we are inclusive and connected  
into the future. All ages and 
backgrounds will be celebrated  
and this diversity will be a key  
driver for decision making to  
ensure highly valued services  
and facilities are provided.

“I love the diverse 
demographic – 
young families, 
older families, older 
people, the sense 
of community.”

“I love Maroondah 
because there is a lot 
of support for families 
and there is a great 
sense of community.”

“I love Maroondah 
because there are 
some great people 
who live here who 
care about others.”



A well governed and 
empowered community



In 2040, Maroondah will be an empowered 
community that is actively engaged in  
Council decision making through processes  
that consider the needs and aspirations of  
all ages and population groups. Council will 
provide strong and responsive leadership, 
ensuring transparency, while working with  
the community to advocate for and ‘champion’ 
local needs.

Our community said 
We want to be actively involved 
in decisions that affect us. Being 
able to find relevant and engaging 
information is an empowering 
process. Council will continue to 
enhance processes, procedures, 
services and facilities to ensure  
they meet the needs and aspirations 
of everyone in Maroondah. There  
is a strong desire for Council 
to provide accountable and 
transparent governance.

The path ahead
An empowered community  
is one that is actively engaged  
in Council’s decision making  
and influences the provision of 
services and facilities. Transparent, 
accessible, inclusive and accountable 
processes are vital to providing 
community inspired leadership that 
will enhance a culture of continuous 
improvement and engagement 
across the community.

“We need more 
community 
consultation –  
the community  
must be involved  
in decision making.”

“I would like to 
see more genuine 
community 
involvement in 
decisions affecting 
lifestyles and the 
natural environment.”

“I love Maroondah 
because of its great 
community spirit.”



We look forward to partnering with you to 
create a future that enhances Maroondah  
as a great place to live, work, play and visit. 

For a fully interactive Maroondah 2040 experience on your iPad,  
visit the iTunes Store and download the ‘Maroondah 2040’ app.

To contact Council 

• phone 1300 88 22 33 or (03) 9298 4598
• visit our website at www.maroondah.vic.gov.au
• email maroondah@maroondah.vic.gov.au

Translating and Interpreter Service 
13 14 50

National Relay Service (NRS) 
13 36 77

MaroondahCityCouncil

@CityofMaroondah

CityofMaroondah

Maroondah City Council


