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Mt Dandenong Road Traffic / Parking Review – April 2018 
 
Because of the community concerns raised regarding the potential for increased traffic 
congestion along Mt Dandenong Road, Council undertook an independent assessment of 
the current traffic conditions along the outbound carriage lanes; reviewing lane discipline, 
queuing and other operational issues, specifically with respect to the proposed introduction 
of unrestricted parking.   
 
The results of the review and recommended changes, segmented into three sections, are 
summarised below:  
 
Main Street to Civic Square 
Observations 
In the vicinity of the proposed parking changes, observations show that although a third 
lane has been added adjacent to the kerb along Mt Dandenong Road at the Civic Square 
intersection, the kerbside lane is rarely utilised with little to no queuing occurring. 
 
Recommendations / Conclusions 
The change of parking restrictions to the spaces in front of 211 Mt Dandenong Road would 
have little impact to the existing traffic conditions given the low utilisation rate of the 
kerbside lane due to the narrow lane width. 
 
Civic Square to Springfield Avenue 
Observations 
On-site observations show that in the wide kerbside lane due to drivers generally driving 
close to the right-hand side of the lane (close to the lane line), there was sufficient width 
between queued vehicles and the kerb for a driver to bypass the traffic on the inside, 
particularly when seeking to access Springfield Road.  Observations show that the majority 
of vehicles seeking to access Springfield Avenue generally began bypassing queued vehicles 
from Norton Road onwards. 
 
Recommendations / Conclusions 
Based on the on-site observations, to ensure that the existing operation of Mt Dandenong 
Road is retained, unrestricted on-street car parking is recommended to be formalised from 
the Civic Square bus stop to Norton Road only.  
 
Car parking can still be provided between Norton Road and the adjacent bus stop, but is 
recommended to be signed as ‘No Stopping 4:00-6:00pm Mon-Fri’ to ensure that vehicles 
seeking to turn into Springfield Avenue will continue to be able to utilise the wide kerbside 
lane to filter through and turn left into the street, as per the existing conditions. 
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Springfield Avenue to Dorset Road 
Observations 
A car parking occupancy survey was undertaken of the 11 spaces along the northern side of 
Mt Dandenong Road, between Springfield Avenue and Dorset Road. Surveys showed that 
only one vehicle was parked in this section of road during the peak period. The vehicle was 
parked outside No. 293 Mt Dandenong Road, in proximity to the midblock point between 
the two intersections. 
 
On-site observations show that in the wide kerbside lane due to drivers generally driving 
close to the right-hand side of the lane (close to the lane line), there was sufficient width 
between queued vehicles and the kerb for a driver to bypass the traffic on the inside to 
access the left turn slip lane onto Dorset Road or the third through lane which exists along 
Mt Dandenong Road on the eastbound approach to Dorset Road, approximately 70m from 
the intersection.  
 
It is noted that the length of traffic queues along Mt Dandenong Road may have been 
affected by the close proximity of the parked car to the intersection with Dorset Road, with 
vehicles unable to filter through to the left turn slip lane and kerbside lane until after the 
parked vehicle. 
 
Recommendations / Conclusions 
Given the low parking occupancy and the long queue lengths observed along Mt Dandenong 
Road, it is recommended that the car parking lane only be formalised for 4 car parking space 
lengths from Springfield Avenue. Additional car parking proposed between the four 
formalised car parking spaces and the bus are recommended to be signed as ‘No Stopping 
4:00-6:00pm Mon-Fri’ to ensure drivers will continue to be able to utilise the wide kerbside 
lane to filter through to the signals during the peak period, as well as ensure there is ample 
car parking available for residents and visitors outside of the afternoon peak. 
 
The resultant loss in unrestricted kerbside parking in the afternoon peak in this section of Mt 
Dandenong Road can be offset with the spare parking capacity within Springfield Avenue 
(within 250 metres walking distance). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


