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Elliot Wong 
With age comes wisdom. This statement is so true of my grandfather. He 

used that wisdom to help me grow and shape me to who I am today. 

Grandfather grew up lacking a lot of things but he worked hard and 

never let setbacks pull him down. 

 

My grandfather was the eldest of 5 siblings. And because of that, he had 

to work hard to support the family when my great grandfather passed 

away suddenly. He gave up getting his degree to earn a salary faster. By 

doing so, he helped to sponsor and encourage his siblings to better 

careers. He took it on as his duty and responsibility and never did utter a 

complaint. He taught me responsibility. 

 

Even though my grandpa didn’t earn a degree, he never gave up learning 

new things. He taught himself chess, photography, wood working and 

investment. His thirst for learning shaped my thirst for learning too. I 

remember the times when grandfather would patiently teach me how to 

operate a camera. He did not rush me and went along my pace. Today, 

though I am not as talented as my grandfather, I know a thing or two 

about photography. He taught me to appreciate knowledge. 

 

My grandfather rarely complains. Even when he suffered from cancer and 

then took another hit to his health by contracting Covid, he continued 

to be optimistic and never gave up. His life had never been easy. But he 

had the will of iron. When the whole world was in lockdown and we 

could not visit him as we were in another part of the world, he soldiered 

on waiting. We had to be quarantined for two weeks before we finally 

saw him. He taught me about resilience. 

 

Never a day goes by that I don’t see my grandfather's touch. He lives on 

in me and my sister. Until I’m standing with him in heaven, I’ll continue 

walking in his guidance here on earth. 
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