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Civics acknowledges the traditional custodians of the Kulin nation on whose land which 
we stand, and recognises that their sovereignty over this land has never been ceded. 

Civics is an exhibition that recalls the past in order to reframe the present. It does this 
through a highly focussed and localised study of the settlement of Ringwood and 
surrounds, taking as its starting point a selection of historical photographs, paintings, 
and objects drawn from the collections of the Ringwood and District Historical Society 
and Maroondah City Council. These historical artefacts are accompanied by 
contemporary artworks by Fernando do Campo, Tom Nicholson, Rose Nolan, Raquel 
Ormella, and Zoë Sadokierski & Kate Sweetapple, which are strategically deployed to 
disrupt and reorient the celebratory narrative of placemaking and community building 
conveyed in the historical objects, so that they may be read instead as a chronicle of 
colonisation, recorded through imperial systems of data collection, organisation, and 
representation. 

In this way Civics is a settler story, retold in hindsight, by subjects conscious of their 
complicity in the ongoing colonisation of Australia. Objects and events in Ringwood’s 
history, central to the exhibition’s narrative, become emblematic of Australia’s history 
and of settler placemaking across the country. Key to this narrative is the proclamation 
of Ringwood as a city by the Governor of Victoria, Sir Dallas Brooks, in 1960. This 
defining moment in the making of Ringwood is understood as part of a larger story of 
pivotal proclamations that have constituted civic standing, both locally and federally. 

Civics also looks at documents and systems that have quantified and qualified the 
inhabitants of Ringwood since settlement, and served to consolidate a contingent 
citizenry. Landholder registers, voters’ rolls, charts of vaccinated children, and 
demographic profiles have catalogued the area’s human inhabitants, while its plants, 
birds, and animals have been identified, named, and assessed according to their 
perceived value by experts and enthusiasts alike. In recognition of the Woiwurrung
placename Mullum Mullum, thought to mean place of many big birds, the birds of 
Ringwood are given due attention as an important part of the everchanging population.
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