
Australian Plants Revealed: 65,000 years of traditional 

knowledge and 250 years of science 

Weavings by Aunty Irene Norman 

A selection of Aunty Irene Norman’s intricate weavings were created as part of this exhibition 

to celebrate the diverse use of native plants by our First Nations people. Traditional 

gathering baskets, seed pots and serving plates speak to the strong connections to Country 

and the complex knowledge systems regarding native plant life that continues to be passed 

down through the generations.    

Weaving, for Aunty Irene, is a skill that she shares to connect people to each other, their 

history, and their country. She teaches traditional weaving to community members and in 

schools and for the past seven years has held exhibitions of her weavings and other art at 

the Koorie Heritage Trust, as well as at the 69 Smith Street Gallery, Fitzroy, ArtSpace at 

Realm and at Maroondah Federation Estate Gallery in Ringwood. 

Aunty Irene’s weaving skills were passed down to her from her paternal grandmother as a 

child in regional New South Wales. Her weavings are created from both traditional and 

contemporary materials that include seed pots, waterproof honey pots, food bowls, platters 

and dillybags woven using materials like jute and raffia.  

“…plant by plant through the list of exhibits, [you can discover] the daily uses Old People put 

almost every plant to. Uses that are still carried on today” explains Aunty Irene. 

“In conjunction with the plates displayed, I wove and carved some items to illustrate, on a 

tactile level, everyday uses of the plants. And of course, the exhibition was more than worthy 

of me writing a poem called ‘Plant Paradox’.” (see below to read Aunty Irene’s poem.) 

 

Selected works: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Aunty Irene Norman 

Gathering bag or keeping fish fresh in a creek (left) 

2020 

jute string and leather 

 

 

Warriors neck bag (right) 

2018 

jute 

 

The neck bag is used to store food and any other items while hunting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aunty Irene Norman 

Seed or honey pot (top left) 

2020  

paperbark rope, raffia and gumnut 

 

This seed/honey pot is worn around the neck or waist. 

 
Aunty Irene Norman 

Digging stick (centre) 

2020 

red gum 

 

Digging stick 

2020 

grey gum 

 

Digging stick 

2020 

red gum 

All tied with jute grass string. 

 

Digging sticks are used for roots or yams and lifting bar to get at grubs. They are also used for 

poking in ground holes to catch small game. These are ages gum, but Acacia (Wattle) works very 

well too. Woven ties were attached to a waist or hip belt when travelling and removed when in use. 

 

 

Gathering bag (bottom right) 

2020  

jute, grass, string 

 

This gathering bag is worn around the waist, leaving the hands free for collecting. 



 

 

 

 

Aunty Irene Norman 

Marngrook 

2020 

raffia, jute grass string 

 

Pronounced ‘Marngrrrok’ meaning football, either the actual ball or the game. More often made 

from possum skin, but outback, can be made from kangaroo skin, or like this one, raffia tied 

together with jute grass string. Or grass that is balled and bound together with sinew. 

 
 

 



 

 

Aunty Irene Norman 

Coil serving bowl 

2019 

raffia 

 

Family serving bowl 

2020 

paper bark rope and raffia (palm frond) 

and decorated with gumnuts. 

 

 

 

Aunty Irene Norman 

Large gathering bag (centre back) 

2019 

jute string, leather strips and wooden decoration 

 

This large gathering bag was usually used for collecting yams, roots, grasses and 

was carried by two women or children when full 




