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Spotted Dove 
length 30 cm
(Introduced Species)  

Pied Currawong 
length 45 cm

House Sparrow 
length 15 cm
(Introduced Species)  

Eastern Rosella 
length 30 cm

Crimson Rosella 
length 35 cm

Yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo 
length 60 cm

Grey Butcherbird 
length 30 cm

Red Wattlebird 
length 35 cm

Red-browed Finch 
length 12 cm Noisy Miner 

length 25 cm
Rainbow Lorikeet 
length 30 cm

Willie Wagtail 
length 20 cm

Tawny Frogmouth 
length 44 cm

Laughing
Kookaburra 
length 45 cm

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
length 50 cm

Common Blackbird 
length 27 cm
(Introduced Species)  

Common (Indian) Myna 
length 25 cm
(Introduced Species)  

Magpie-lark 
(Pee-wee) 
length 25 cm

Australian  
Magpie 
length 40 cm

Galah 
length 35 cm

New Holland  
Honeyeater 
length 20 cm

Eastern Spinebill 
length 15 cm

Silvereye 
length 12 cm

White-plumed 
Honeyeater 
length 16 cm

Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill 
length 11 cm

Superb Fairy-wren 
(female and male) 
length 14 cm

Printed on recycled paper.

For inquiries about birds and domestic gardens, contact:

BIRDS IN BACKYARDS    www.birdsinbackyards.net t (02) 9647 1875 

BIRDLIFE AUSTRALIA www.birdlife.org.au t 1300 730 075
AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA



How to bring back the little ones…
Australia-wide, populations of many of our small bird 
species are declining. Once common birds such as 
finches, fairy-wrens, silvereyes and small honeyeaters, 
are becoming rare or, in some places are no longer 
being seen at all. There are many reasons for this, 
but the biggest is the loss of places for them to live 
(habitat) and successfully raise their families.
   
This situation exists in both rural farmlands and 
in built up urban areas; from big cities to rural 
townships. That means that we can all contribute 
towards saving our small birds irrespective of where 
we live or how big our gardens are. We just need to 
do things a little differently.

Small changes for a big difference . . .
Garden design and structure: 

Simple open gardens provide little shelter or food for 
birds. We need to plant:

dense shrubs close together so they form 
protective thickets.
shrubs that provide a range of foods: nectar, 
seeds, fruit and habitat for insects.
local plants that provide what the birds in our 
local areas need.
below trees, creating a dense protective 
understory.
less grass for mowing, but rather use native 
grasses that can seed and only need cutting 
occasionally. 

We should: 
avoid using chemical sprays or applying chemical 
fertilizers. 
use lawn clippings and leaf litter on garden beds 
as mulch.

BirdLife Australia 
Suite 2–05, 60 Leicester Street, Carlton VIC 3053  
T  03 9347 0757   |  info@birdlife.org.au ABN 75 149 124 774

Birds in Your Garden
Providing water:

Birds need fresh water but they are vulnerable when 
they are drinking or bathing and need to feel safe.  
We should:

place birdbaths beyond the reach of cats, and in 
dappled shade.
grow plants close to birdbaths so birds can perch 
and observe the area first.
replace the water and clean the water container 
regularly.
ask a neighbour to add water when we’re away, 
so the birds don’t lose their water supply.

Provision of supplementary food:

It is much healthier for birds to glean natural food 
from our gardens than to be fed directly by people. 
However, many people really enjoy the contact they 
have with birds that they provide food for. If you 
want to provide extra food for birds make sure that:

the feeding area is kept really clean.
you don’t feed meat-eating birds – encourage the 
small birds that are declining, not their predators.
only provide good quality natural foods,  e.g. 
finch seed rather than bread.

Be a responsible pet owner:

Keep your cat inside or within an outside enclosure. 
This is safer for the cat as well as other wildlife

De-sexing prevents unwanted kittens.
Deter other cats from entering your yard by 
spraying them with water.

 
To find our more about the birds in your area, creating 
gardens and habitat for birds at home, in school 
grounds or any open spaces, or undertaking bird 
surveys in your own garden or local area, see the 
Birds in Backyards website www.birdsinbackyards.net 

Photo credits: Bob Ravich (Red-browed Finch), Wojciech Dabrowka & Kevin Vang /Bird Explorers (Grey Butcherbird, White-plumed Honeyeater, Laughing Kookaburra, New Holland Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill, Superb Fairy-wrens, Eastern Rosella, Tawny Frogmouth), 
Michael Seyfort/Australian Museum (Silvereye), Richard Major/ Australian Museum (Pied Currawong, Australian Magpie, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Galah, Crimson Rosella, Rainbow Lorikeet, Red Wattlebird, Noisy Miner, Magpie-lark, Willie Wagtail, Common Myna), Ákos 
Lumnitzer (Spotted Dove), Greg Gowing/Australian Museum (Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo)
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 Nature clay play  

Go on a walk and collect a small amount of natural materials to enjoy with clay.   
Please ONLY ever collect things found on the ground.   

Sticks, leaves, seed pods, gumnuts, bark, shells, stones…. 

  

  



Ephemeral Art (Nature Art)  

Please ONLY ever collect things found on the ground, OR from clippings if your family are 
tidying up the garden.  Your art piece can be as small or large as you want.   
Also known as ephemeral art - it’s temporary, unique and made with available natural 
materials. 

 
 

 



Helicopter

Dragonflies are predatory and live close to water. They feed on other insects 
and often catch their prey whilst flying.

There are over 320 species of Dragonfly that are native to Australia.  
Dragonflies, like many other Australian animals, depend on unpolluted water 
to survive, as they spend the early (larval) stages of their life living in water. 
This is why it is so important for us to look after our waterways and always 
place our rubbish in bins.

Can you help this Dragonfly catch his prey?  

          Dragonf y

www.minibeastwildlife.com.au
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 in my Backyard! 

  There’s a  

 printables!

What you will need:  
Scissors  
Paperclip or Blu-tack 
Adult Supervision 

Instructions:  
1. Cut along solid lines. 
2. Fold along dotted lines to create Wing A and         
    Wing B.  
3. Fold X along dotted line into centre, repeat with Y.  
4. At this stage you can decorate your Dragonfly  
    Helicopter, try drawing on some wings, eyes and  
    a body!  
5. Fold Z along dotted line. Attach a ball of Blu-tack 
or the paperclip  
    to the bottom of the helicopter.  
6. Hold Helicopter from beneath the wings, make  
    sure you are holding it straight, then drop from  
    above your head. Watch it fly!  
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Games with a taw:   

  

 
You're invited to join in and celebrate Children's Week  
in your neighbourhood.  
All you need to do is draw a hopscotch on your footpath and play.  
  
Use chalk and a playing piece ('taw') for each person to keep for themselves.  
(A taw is something to throw into the numbered squares, like a flat stone or stick.) 
 
Make your own hopscotch design or use one of these ideas. 
 
Be resourceful - mark a hopscotch pattern into dirt, gravel, tan bark or sand with a stick! 
 
You can also take a photo of your hopscotch design and upload it to the Hop to it! Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/hoptoitstreetgames  
Visit the Hop to it! Website for more details:  www.hopscotch2020.com 
 

 
 

Kick Hoppy - the aim is to  

hop-kick your taw around all the 

squares and out at the other end. 

https://www.facebook.com/hoptoitstreetgames
http://www.hopscotch2020.com/


Games without a taw:   

 

Colours Hoppy - one person calls out the colours and  

the other person must hop into the correct square. 

Be quick and hop into all six coloured squares! 

Zig-Zag Hoppy - this is an easy game where you need to hop forwards 

then backwards. 

If hopping backwards is too hard, you can hop forwards instead. Or you 

could try jumping with both feet. 

Make the line as long or as short as you like. 

Snail Hoppy - hop in each square to the middle of the 

snail, without stepping on a line or putting your foot 

down.  

When you safely reach the middle of the snail you 

can rest on both feet, then choose a square and write 

your initial in it.  This is your safe base and only you 

may hop into it - everyone else must hop over it. 

Every time you reach the middle of the snail, you can 

claim another square for your base. The game ends 

when all the squares are filled. 

 

this is an easy game where you need to hop forwards 

then backwards. 

If hopping backwards is too hard, you can hop 

forwards instead. Or you could try jumping with both 

feet. 



 

 

Make your own treasure box - Cut along all the solid lines, then fold 

along the dashed lines.  Use glue stick to stick sides together. 
* You can use this shape as a template to create more boxes with your own paper OR just cut     

   this one out, decorate it and stick it together!!  



Go on a Minibeast Safari 

Use your magnifier and take your minibeast cards to identify them. 

Carefully look under fallen branches, rocks, on and around tree trunks.  

Remember to use your eyes and not your fingers.  Never trap them. 
 

What are they doing?  Are they by themselves or working in groups?  

Do you know how they work together with the plants and animals around them?  

Go looking at different times of the day and especially after it’s rained! 

 

What is a minibeast? 

Minibeasts are small animals that do not have an internal skeleton. 

Minibeasts are scientifically known as invertebrates, but commonly called bugs. 

They live all around us in various habitats, even in our backyards and in our homes.  There are more 

invertebrates on earth than any other type of animal. 

Lots of minibeasts are ‘insects’ - all insects have 6 legs.  Some have wings and some don’t. 

 

Different minibeasts like different habitats; under rocks and logs, on leaves, deep down in the ground or on 

top of the ground. 

Minibeasts come out at different times of the year.  Some prefer Winter and Autumn, others like Summer 

and lots love Spring! 

 

REMEMBER to respect the minibeasts - they are an important part of nature. 

 

Tick off the minibeasts you have found: 
 

 bee  water spider  Christmas beetle  wolf spider 

 millipede  praying mantis  water bug  butterfly 

 grasshopper  cockroach  spiny leaf insect  moth 

 centipede  snail  stick insect  worm 

 slater  slug  weevil  ladybird 

 

Did you find a different minibeast on your safari?   

Draw them here and ask an adult to help you find out more about them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Build a bug hotel 

This is a great way to encourage various insects to your garden. 

Different plants in your backyard will attract different bugs to your hotel. 

Create the bug hotel outside near flowering plants and a grassy area. 

 

You can use items such as, tin cans, mugs, cardboard rolls,  

old bricks, other containers and scrap wood. 

Add twigs, hollow sticks, dried leaves, bark, etc. 

Stack the items to look like a ‘hotel’ or add string to  

hang it from a tree. 

Check the hotel regularly and keep watch on who is visiting. 

 

 

  

Colour me in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minibeast Wildlife have free minibeast resources on their website:  
https://www.minibeastwildlife.com.au/resources/ 

https://www.minibeastwildlife.com.au/resources/


 

Nature fortune teller game  



This is a word search puzzle, with a hidden answer in it.  
First find all the words in the list. 

Words can go in any direction and share letters as well as cross over each other. 
Once you find all the words. Copy the unused letters starting in the top left corner, to find the answer below. 

 

Birds share a number of qualities with other animals 
including: flight, wings, beaks, song, nests, eggs, etc. 

 

The unique feature of birds  
is their  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEAKS  BIRDBATH  COCKATOO  

DUCK  EGGS  FINCH  

GALAH  HABITAT  HONEYEATER  

IBIS  INDIGENOUS  KOOKABURRA  

LORIKEET  MAGPIE  NEST  

OWL  RAVEN  ROSELLA  

SEED  SILVEREYE  SWOOP  

TAIL  TREE  WATTLEBIRD  

WINGS  WREN    



STICKS & WOOL/YARN  -  How to make an Ojo de Dios (also known as a God’s eye) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STICKS & WOOL/YARN - Yarn sticks, spider webs, stick people, magic wands, Ojo de Dios are fun to make! 
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