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Introduction 

Years 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18) 
 

The Sustainability Activities Report for Maroondah City describes actions undertaken by Maroondah City 
Council and the Maroondah community to improve social, economic and environmental sustainability in 
Maroondah.  
 
It incorporates Years 1 & 2 progress reporting on Maroondah’s Sustainability Strategy 2016-2020.  
 
The Council Plan 2017-2021 is Council’s medium-term strategic document that sets key directions and 

priority actions to work towards the long-term community vision outlined in Maroondah 2040: Our future 

together. Our commitments are:  

 A safe healthy and active community  

 A prosperous and learning community  

 A vibrant and culturally rich community  

 A clean, green and sustainable community  

 An accessible and connected community  

 An attractive, thriving and well-built community  

 An inclusive and diverse community  

 A well governed and empowered community. 

Of particular significance is Maroondah’s Sustainability Strategy 2016-2020, which outlines Council’s 

sustainability agenda.  

Key highlights include: 

 Successfully trialling a framework for monitoring indicators of biodiversity health in a changing 

climate;  

 Adopting sustainable design guidelines for Council buildings and facilities;  

 Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action membership and residential solar program for low income 

and vulnerable households;  

 Entering the digital mapping domain with the creation of the Maroondah Digital Map;  

 Working towards transforming the Dandenong Creek corridor into a world-class urban ‘Living Link’;  

 Engaging hearts and minds with ‘The Creative Legacy of Edna Walling’ and ‘Maroondah’s Bushland 

Treasures’ exhibitions;  

 Developing the first Maroondah Climate Change Risk and Adaptation Strategy.  

The Strategy continues to provide a strong foundation to deliver a more liveable and sustainable 

environment in Maroondah. 

The Maroondah Environmental Advisory Committee has been instrumental in providing input and guidance 

to Council on environmental and sustainability issues and improving the environment in Maroondah.   

Council sincerely thanks all community members for their invaluable contributions. 
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Sustainability Strategy 2016-2020 
 

The Sustainability Strategy 2016-2020, adopted by Council in July 2016 sets Council’s sustainability 
agenda, and includes the following focus areas: 

 Climate Change, Energy Efficiency and Transport 

 Green Assets and Water 

 Engagement, Partnerships and Communication 

 Governance, Evaluation and Improvement 

 Funding, Resourcing and Opportunities. 
 

The Strategy contributes to ‘A Clean, Green and Sustainable Community’ direction embraced by 

residents, businesses and visitors in Maroondah 2040: Our future together.   

The Strategy is available on Council’s website: www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 

 

Our Vision 
 

A clean, green and sustainable community 
In 2040, Maroondah is a leafy green community with high levels of waste diversion and sustainable 
approaches to infrastructure development, urban design and management of natural resources. Our 
community is resilient and has the knowledge, capacity and resources to make sustainable lifestyle 
choices. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/
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Focus Area 1 – Climate Change, Energy Efficiency and Transport 
 
Lead by example in addressing Council’s operational impacts in areas including more sustainable 
transport, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and resilience to climate change.  
 

Our highlights in Years 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18): 
 

Winner of the 2016 Premier’s Sustainability Award Local Government Category for the 

Biodiversity Monitoring in Melbourne’s East initiative   
 
As part of the Eastern Alliance for Greenhouse Action (EAGA) municipalities, Council was a winner of the 

2016 Premier’s Sustainability Award Local Government Category. The project successfully trialled a 

framework for monitoring indicators of biodiversity health in the context of a changing climate.  

We continued EAGA membership and hosting 

Greenhouse Alliances are partnerships of local governments and other organisations responding to climate 

change through implementing projects. The EAGA is a formal collaboration of eight Councils in 

Melbourne’s east, working together on regional programs that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 

facilitate regional adaptation. The Alliance implements joint initiatives that provide economies of scale and 

enable projects typically beyond the reach of individual Councils – with the Executive Officer hosted at 

Maroondah Council.  

Members: 

 City of Boroondara 

 City of Glen Eira 

 Knox City Council 

 Maroondah City Council 

 Monash City Council 

 City of Stonnington 

 Whitehorse City Council 

 Yarra Ranges Council.  

In 2016/17 the EAGA introduced two new staff members: the EAGA’s Technical Officer – Energy 

Performance Contract and the EAGA’s Program Leader – Sustainable Energy to lead the Solar Savers 

Program.  

We continued to implement the Carbon Neutral Strategy  
 
Council adopted the Maroondah Carbon Neutral Strategy in 2015. The Strategy outlines energy efficiency 
actions and targets to reduce Council’s greenhouse emissions and achieve cost savings. The main 
abatement projects identified in the Carbon Neutral Strategy are an Energy Performance Contract (EPC) 
and energy efficient street light project. An update on both these projects is below:  
 
We partnered to initiate the first joint Energy Performance Contract (EPC) program in Australia’s local 
government sector 
 
As a joint EAGA project, Maroondah Council partnered with Boroondara, Knox and Yarra Ranges Councils 
to initiate the first joint EPC program in Australia’s local government sector. The project aims to reduce 
energy consumption and operational costs by ~30% in council owned buildings and facilities. EPCs can be 
used to ensure the best and most efficient solutions are identified, with savings guaranteed, measured and 
verified. To investigate the potential of reducing energy use in buildings, an energy service company was 
appointed to complete a detailed facility study on five Council sites. These are Aquahub, Aquanation, 
Federation, Realm and The Rings. The initiative is led by EAGA’s Technical Officer.  
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We continued the rollout of the installation of energy efficient streetlights across Maroondah 
 
The second phase of the ‘Changing the Globe Maroondah Street Light Energy Efficiency Project’ was 
completed in May 2017. The second phase resulted in 310 mercury vapour street lights being replaced with 
LEDs throughout residential streets in Croydon and Croydon North. Phase three of this project replaced an 
additional 1,152 street lights with LEDs in the streets of Croydon, Kilsyth South and Ringwood East. The 
last phase of this project will replace 2,097 lights with LEDs and is expected to be completed by end of 
June 2018. The outcomes of this program include reduced greenhouse gas emissions, reduced energy and 
maintenance costs and more consistent light levels across Maroondah. Around 98 percent of the old light 
bulbs removed by the program are recycled. Once completed, the project will have upgraded approximately 
5500 street lights, saving 2,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions per year, and reducing energy 
consumption by 77 percent. 
 
We partnered to initiate the Eastern Sporting Savers initiative  
 
As a joint EAGA project, Council has partnered to initiate a customised engagement program to assist the 
region’s sports clubs to save on their energy bills, including four clubs in Maroondah. It is estimated that the 
37 clubs will save approximately $22,400 per year on their energy bills, an average of $607 per club. The 
expected greenhouse gas savings are estimated at 104 tonnes per year. The program is supported by a 
$30,000 Victorian Government grant.  
 

We received community input for the Climate Change Adaptation Project  
 
On 19 March 2018, Council resolved that the draft Climate Change Risk and Adaptation Strategy be placed 

on public exhibition from 21 March 2018 for four (4) weeks. An effective response to managing the risk of 

climate change requires climate change mitigation and adaptation. Council is strongly committed to both. 

The draft Climate Change Risk and Adaptation Strategy outlines how Council and partners will work 

towards a more climate adapted Maroondah. Climate change adaptation means changing the way we 

behave and doing things more appropriate for the future climate. Adapting and building resilience to climate 

change and the overall health and wellbeing of the community are important issues for local government. 

Council developed and completed a Discussion Paper and facilitated ‘Climate Adaptation – Maroondah’s 

Story’ community engagement in November 2016. Findings from the community engagement are available 

in the relevant Community Engagement Report. Available on Council’s website: 

www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 

 

We participated in a joint regional procurement process to establish a long term contract 

for processing of garden organics 
 
Council joined, in partnership with the Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group (MWRRG), in a 
regional procurement process. Through a tender process, preferred contractors have been identified. The 
MWRRG was established in 2014 as a Victorian Government Statutory Body responsible for coordinating 
and facilitating the delivery of waste management and resource recovery across metropolitan Melbourne. 
This includes solid waste, construction and demolition waste and commercial and industrial waste. 
 

We continued Eastern Transport Coalition (ETC) membership 
 
Council participates in the ETC whose main role is to advocate to the Victorian Government to obtain better 
public transport options for the Eastern region. ETC’s focus has been on the development of transport 
priorities document that identified 50 regional transport pipeline projects. A 2018 Election Campaign Plan 
will be deployed to secure commitments on priority projects.  
 

Accelerated the Footpath Construction Improvement Program 
 
During 2015/16, Council accelerated its footpath construction program with an additional budget allocation. 
Works were completed along sections of Mt Dandenong Road, Warrien Road, Bayswater Road, Kalinda 
Road, Notlen Street and Market Street. 

http://www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/
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We encouraged the use of sustainable transport through events, activities and programs  

 
Maroondah Digital Map  

Council has entered the digital mapping domain with the creation of the Maroondah Digital Map. It assists 

the community, workers and visitors to plan, travel, explore and experience the services, sites and 

opportunities in the City of Maroondah. It is the first of its kind to be deployed by a local government. The 

map has five themes that are selectable and scalable:  

 Family and Children  

 Services and Culture  

 Parks and Playgrounds  

 Sport  

 Transport.  

It is viewable on multiple platforms, web, tablet or smartphone. Available online: 
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/Explore/About-our-city/Maps-of-Maroondah/Maroondah-interactive-map  
 
National Ride to Work Day  

In 2017, 160 cyclists took part in Ride to Work Day in Maroondah; assisted by five Ringwood businesses 

promoting the event to their staff and two local cycling shops. National Ride to Work Day is delivered in 

partnership with Bicycle Network, Eastland, Knox City Council and cycle retail stores. The event remains 

popular with residents and provides outreach to the cycling community in Maroondah and Knox.  

In 2016 over 100 cyclists including 16 staff took part in Ride to Work Day in Maroondah.  

Bike It!  

In November 2017, Maroondah Council in partnership with Manningham Council and Road Safe Eastern 

Metro, held our first Bike It! Challenge which had the aim of improving bike skills. Bike It was attended by 

80 students from five primary schools: Great Ryrie; Heathmont East; Milgate; Ringwood North; St Clements 

of Rome. Bike It! was supported by a range of organisations and clubs including Cycle Galleria, Victorian 

Police, Norwood Secondary College and Croydon Lions. 

Walk to School 

In 2017, 13 Maroondah schools participated in the Walk to School program provided by Council with 

funding from VicHealth. 3,438 students participated to complete a total of 57,597 walks. The diversity of 

excellent school selected activations was offered with support from VicHealth and Council. Schools 

continue to express a very high satisfaction with the program.   

In 2016, 14 Maroondah schools participated. 120 bag tag design competition entries were also received 

from primary school aged children in Maroondah. 

 

We continued to construct walking and cycling connections 
 
Council has continued to construct walking and cycling connections that connect community facilities such 

as schools, shops, parks and transport hubs including: Box Hill to Ringwood Bicycle Trail constructed in 

Ringwood; Carrum to Warburton Trail works underway in Croydon; Land acquisition and upgrades to 

Tarralla Creek Trail; Stage 1 upgrades to Heathmont Trail completed. Council is commencing a cycling link 

connecting the Box Hill to Ringwood Trail to the Carrum to Warburton Trail.  

  

file:///C:/Users/mgrimes/Documents/Offline%20Records%20(MP)/Maroondah%20Sustainability%20~%20Sustainability%20%20%20Environmental%20Management%20-%20Energy/www.maroondah.vic.gov.au/Explore/About-our-city/Maps-of-Maroondah/Maroondah-interactive-map
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Focus Area 2 – Green Assets and Water 
 
Lead by example in protecting and enhancing the natural systems, features and water resources that are 
vital to the sustainability of our local environment.  
 

Our highlights in Years 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18): 
 

We sought community input and progressed the Maroondah Vegetation Review  
 
Council has progressed the Maroondah Vegetation Review aimed at reviewing existing planning controls 
and reference documents in relation to vegetation; and developing the strategic justification to prepare an 
associated amendment to the Maroondah Planning Scheme. An expert biodiversity consultant as well as a 
tree canopy consultant have been appointed to lead the technical analysis’. The Café Consult marquee at 
the 2017 Maroondah Festival included a Maroondah Vegetation Review themed stall. Work on this project 
will continue in 2018/19. 
 

We formed partnerships and commenced the Danenong Creek corridor transformation  
 
Thanks to $1M allocated through the Victorian Government’s Our Catchments, Our Communities initiative, 
a range of Living Links partners are banding together to transform the Dandenong Creek corridor into a 
world-class urban ‘Living Link’. With $100,000 allocated to revegetation projects along Dandenong Creek in 
Maroondah to assist with revegetation and weed control. Delivering it is a partnership involving the 
PPWCMA (Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority), Melbourne Water, Maroondah 
Council, Knox Council, Greater Dandenong Council, City of Casey, Parks Victoria and local community 
groups. 
 

We formed partnerships for the Tarralla Creek Connects project feasibility 
 
Council partnered with Melbourne Water, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) and Yarra Valley Water to naturalise and enhance a section of Tarralla Creek in Croydon and 
surrounds. The project is a trial site for Melbourne Water’s new program of works ‘Re-imagining Your 
Creek’. The program aims to convert under-utilised urban waterway spaces into community assets with a 
focus on urban design to showcase the potential for creating places where blue (waterways) meet green 
(parklands).  
 
The Integrated Water Management Framework for Victoria consultation was undertaken in late 2016 by the 
Victorian Government. Council’s submission was noted as being a substantive submission when 
representatives from the Victorian Government presented on the Integrated Water Management (IWM) 
project forums at the Maroondah Environment Advisory Committee meeting on 28 February 2017. 
Participation on the IWM project forums involved Council’s CEO and other senior Council representatives.  
 

 

  



 

 
MAROONDAH CITY COUNCIL – SUSTAINABILITY ACTIVITIES REPORT, YEARS 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18) 8 

Focus Area 3 – Engagement, Partnerships and Communication 
 
Encourage community participation and partnerships with key stakeholders for greater involvement in 
sustainability issues and promote the adoption of more sustainable lifestyles.  
 

Our highlights in Years 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18): 
 

We worked with the Maroondah Environment Advisory Committee  
 
The Maroondah Environment Advisory Committee was established to inform and advise Council on 
environmental and sustainability issues and Council’s role in improving the environment in Maroondah. 
Council renewed the Terms of Reference for the Maroondah Environmental Advisory Committee in 2017. 
 
In 2017, a notable guest speaker was Dr Greg Moore (University of Melbourne) who did a presentation 
followed by a Q&A on the role of trees in our urban environment. In summary he emphasised that urban 
trees and landscapes are major community assets that must be managed as assets.  
 
In developing the new Council Plan 2017-2021 that identified our key priorities over the next four years, 
stakeholder workshops were held involving a range of key community, business, education and 
government leaders in Maroondah, including Maroondah Environment Advisory Council members. 
 

We continued support for regional sustainability partnerships such as EAGA and Eastern 

Alliance for Sustainable Learning (EASL)  
 
In May 2017, various Council officers supported and attended the Victorian Greenhouses Alliances 

Conference: attended by over 230 local government (and other) representatives from across Victoria. The 

event featured a number of high profile key note addresses and showcased the depth and sophistication of 

local government projects from across the country. 

The EASL assists member councils in delivering joint sustainable learning initiatives across the Eastern 

region. Various Council officers supported and attended the EASL Conference is on May 2017: primarily for 

early year, primary and secondary school Principals, teachers and educators of sustainability. In 2018, 

EASL is piloting a student focus program which will strengthen student’s leadership and project managing 

skills, providing them with the skills and knowledge to apply sustainability in their own lives and broader 

communities.  

We are applying Council’s Community Engagement Policy  
 
Comprehensive community engagement continued on a range of projects, including the new Council Plan 

2017-2021 and for the vegetation and climate change adaptation projects. In 2017 Council also partnered 

with Victoria Walks and CrowdSpot to undertake the WalkSpot survey (the community feedback has 

provided a better understanding of our community’s perceptions of safety and amenity while walking in 

Maroondah. This will help to inform future projects and advocacy campaigns). Council’s Community 

Engagement Policy was adopted in August 2015 and is a formal expression of Council’s commitment to 

engaging the community through the use of appropriate, effective and inclusive practices. Our Community 

Engagement Toolkit is being used in conjunction with our Community Engagement Policy.  
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Community Initiatives 
 
A snapshot of community initiatives:  

 Citizen of the Year (2018) was awarded to environmental scientist, Dr Graeme Lorimer, at the 
Australia Day celebrations. 

 First Friends of Dandenong Creek assisted with the planting of 6,000 indigenous tube stock along 
Dandenong Creek as part of the Living Links – Dandenong Creek revegetation project. 

 Two houses in Maroondah were open for Sustainable House Day 2017 and had 266 visits 
(Alternative Technology Association’s records). One house was open for Sustainable House Day 
2016 and had 140 visits.  

 The following statistics relate to the Maroondah City Council region during the Aussie Backyard Bird 
Count that ran from the 23 to 29 October 2017: 

o 142 observers participated in the bird count 
o A total of 5,376 individual birds were observed and recorded during the week  
o 86 bird species were recorded. 

(Source; Adams, A.L. 2017. Aussie Backyard Bird Count 2017 results: Maroondah City Council. 
Unpublished report for the Maroondah City Council). 

 Heathmont History Group released “The European History of Dandenong Creek from Bayswater 
Road to Boronia Road”: rather than being an academic book, it is a report commissioned by 
Melbourne Water to assist with their understanding and signage as part of the Enhancing Our 
Dandenong Creek project (a Melbourne Water sponsored project which involves “daylighting” or 
bringing a buried section of the Dandenong Creek back to life – near H.E Parker Reserve).  

 The Heathmont History Group completed a website of significant trees of Heathmont with support 
from a Community Grant and Arts in Maroondah. Available online: https://heathmonttrees.com/ 

 Croydon Conservation Society is completing its own tree database and asking people to contribute. 

 Heathmont Bushcare’s Community Open Day was held at ‘Uambi’ in May 2017 and was well 
attended. 

 CRISP Nursery News has continued the colour middle page spread with members’ photos of plants, 
insects and wildlife of Maroondah. Available online: www.crispnursery.org.au 
 

Citizen of the Year (2018) was awarded to environmental 
scientist Dr Graeme Lorimer 
 
 

 

National Tree Day – Mansons Reserve July 
2017 and H. E Parker September 2017 
planting along Dandenong Creek 
 

 
  

https://heathmonttrees.com/
http://www.crispnursery.org.au/
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The 2018 ‘International Women's Day Afternoon Tea' with botanical illustrator Ruth Jackson featured guest 

speaker Liz Sanzaro from the Croydon Conservation Society at Maroondah Access Gallery. 

Hearts and minds were engaged by: ArtSpace Realm’s presentation ‘The Creative Legacy of Edna 

Walling’, Australia’s most prolific garden designer between the 1920s and the 1950s (19 September 2017 

to 12 November 2017) and Maroondah Federation Estate’s ‘Maroondah’s Bushland Treasures’ exhibition of 

original watercolours by botanical illustrator Ruth Jackson (18 January 2018 to 9 March 2018).  

'Maroondah's Bushland Treasures Day' featured community groups CRISP Nursery, Maroondah Bushlinks, 

Transition Towns of Maroondah, Heathmont Historical Society, Heathmont Bushcare, Friends of Loughie's 

Bushland and the Ringwood Field Naturalists. Other guest speakers included Derek Ashton from the 

Maroondah Bushland Team at Council, Dr Graeme Lorimer and Peter Goegan (Council’s Operations 

Team). 

Council continued community education and awareness raising during Earth Hour events 2016/17. To 

celebrate the 10-year anniversary of Earth Hour, Council hosted a series of free community workshops and 

displays on 25 March 2017 at Realm and Ringwood Town Square. This included workshops and displays 

on sustainable gardening, transport and home initiatives. There were a range of sustainability displays 

including electric vehicles, native plants and weed identification. 

  

Rush Jackson botanical illustration  

 

Walling portrait  



 

 
MAROONDAH CITY COUNCIL – SUSTAINABILITY ACTIVITIES REPORT, YEARS 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18) 11 

Focus Area 4 – Governance, Evaluation and Improvement 
 
Establish key indicators and monitoring processes to raise staff awareness of their roles in, and benefits of, 
sustainability. Strategically promote performance of greater sustainability within Council and the community 
through sustainable design in the built environment. 
 

Our highlights in Years 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18): 
 

We adopted sustainable design guidelines for Council buildings and facilities  
 
The Maroondah Environmentally Sustainable Design (ESD) Policy and Guidelines for Council Buildings 

were adopted by Council in August 2017. The policy outlines Council’s position on the ESD requirements to 

be achieved in the planning, design, construction, operation and management of Council buildings and 

surrounding assets. While the accompanying guidelines provide implementation details to bring the Policy 

to life. Categories that are addressed in the policy and guidelines are: 

 Climate change risks 

 Energy 

 Management 

 Materials 

 Sustainable transport 

 Urban ecology 

 Waste 

 Water and stormwater.  

 

Strengthening Sustainability in the Planning Process 

 
Council uses the Sustainable Design Assessment in the Planning Process (SDAPP) and Built Environment 
Sustainability Scorecard (BESS) to assess the sustainability of planning applications. BESS is a 
sustainability assessment tool for projects at the planning permit stage. The SDAPP program refers to the 
inclusion of key environmental performance considerations into the planning permit approvals process in 
order to achieve more sustainable building outcomes for the long-term benefit of the wider-community. To 
help address these issues Council uses the SDAPP Fact Sheets and provided BESS and Water Sensitive 
Urban Design (WSUD) training sessions to the Statutory Planning team in 2017.  
 

      
 
Council is a member of and participates in the Council Alliance for the Sustainable Built Environment 
(CASBE) – administering the BESS tool as part of the promotion and overseeing of the SDAPP program. 
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Focus Area 5 – Funding, Resourcing and Opportunities 
 
Optimise available resources for sustainability projects and seek external opportunities to complement 
Council resources.  
 

Our highlights in Years 1 & 2 (Financial Years – 2016/17 & 2017/18): 
 

We did our first trial of Solar Savers with the EAGA and are preparing for a second trial  
 
Council has taken a leadership role to deliver Australia’s largest residential solar program for low income 
and vulnerable households. In June 2016, the EAGA and its partners secured a $0.76M Victorian 
Government grant through the New Energy Jobs Fund to deliver the Solar Savers project. Maroondah 
Council led the funding application on behalf of 22 councils and four of Victoria’s Greenhouse Alliances. 
The project seeks to install up to 900 solar PV on low income and vulnerable households across twenty 
municipalities between October 2016 and June 2019. The funding has enabled the recruitment of three 
staff members – overseen by the EAGA’s Program Leader – Sustainable Energy, hosted at Maroondah. 
 
On 16 October 2017, Council declared the special rates charge, attaching the solar loan to the Council 
rates payment for 15 households participating in the Solar Savers program. Thirteen of these households 
have had their new solar PV systems installed. Council will be participating in a second trial of Solar Savers 
in early 2018, this time testing the installation of solar for pensioner households through a low interest bank 
loan.  
 

EAGA was successful in applying for the Local Government Victoria’s Collaborative 

Council – Sustainability Fund Partnerships program  
 

In December 2017, EAGA was awarded $63K funding through Local Government Victoria’s Collaborative 
Council – Sustainability Fund Partnerships (CCSFP) Program. Five EAGA members (Knox as lead, 
Boroondara, Maroondah, Monash, Whitehorse) will develop a business case for scaling-up and refining a 
new procurement approach for behind the meter solar on Council facilities (pioneered by Yarra Ranges). 
The project will systemically assess and prioritise ‘second tier’ sites (outside the EPC project), compare and 
contrast technology and contracting models, and develop coordinated implementation and procurement 
plans. 
 

We continued to support the Carbon Neutral Revolving Energy Fund 
 
We continue to support the Carbon Neutral Revolving Energy Fund which was established as part of 
Council’s Carbon Neutral Strategy. This fund takes savings from energy reduction projects and uses them 
to implement additional actions that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The first payment into the fund 
was $120K in 2015/16 (which was reinvested into the street light energy efficiency project) with $150K 
allocated in 2016/17 (which was reinvested into the EPC project and street light energy efficiency project). 

 

We were successful in applying for the Smart Cities and Suburbs Program for our Smart 

Redevelopment project   
 
Council was successful in applying for the Australian Government’s Smart Cities and Suburbs Program. 
The program is supporting the delivery of innovative smart city projects that improve the liveability, 
productivity and sustainability of cities and towns across Australia. Council’s application, in partnership with 
Swinburne University and DELWP, to the Smart Cities and Suburbs Program to deliver the smart city 
project of Smart Redevelopment (formerly ‘Greening the Greyfields’) was successful in the second round of 
funding, which opened in the first half of 2017. Council has identified the project as a major initiative to 
support housing regeneration in the middle suburbs in a sustainable way. Grant amount: $225,000. Co-
contribution: $225,000. Total: $450,000. 
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We were successful in applying for the 20-minute Neighbourhoods Pilot Program 
 
Council was successful in applying to take part in the Victorian Government’s 20-minute neighbourhoods 

pilot program. 20-minute neighbourhoods are identified in the Victorian Government’s metropolitan planning 

strategy (Plan Melbourne 2017-2050) as a key concept that can help guide sustainable growth and create 

healthy, liveable neighbourhoods. In a 20-minute neighbourhood people will have the choice to live locally, 

with the ability to meet most of their everyday needs within a 20-minute walk, cycle or public transport trip 

from their homes.  

The pilot program will provide real-life demonstrations and lessons to support the broader implementation 

of 20-minute neighbourhoods across Melbourne. A focus of the pilot is the delivery of innovative and best-

practice community partnership approaches to engage communities and the private sector in strategic 

planning and place-making. 
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Strategic indicators  
 

As outlined in the Sustainability Strategy 2016-2020, it is anticipated that a State of the Maroondah 

Environment report will complement Council’s State of Maroondah report. Council has commenced 

research for State of the Maroondah Environment reporting, with the valued assistance of a student 

placement.  

Preparation and research for the Victorian 2018 State of the Environment (SoE) Report is also underway. 

The Office of the Commissioner for Environment and Sustainability collects scientific data on the state of 

Victoria’s natural environment, including trends over time. Available online: www.ces.vic.gov.au/soe 

The State and Benefit Framework for the Victorian 2018 SoE Report is a framework for reporting reform. 

State and Benefit aims to establish Victoria as a leader in environmental reporting. It will help better 

understand and address the ongoing challenges faced by our natural assets and to adapt to climate 

change and will align with international frameworks – the United Nation’s (UN) System of Environmental 

Economic Accounts (SEEA) and the new UN Sustainable Development Goals. Available online: 

https://tinyurl.com/yd4pzvza 

  

http://www.ces.vic.gov.au/soe
https://tinyurl.com/yd4pzvza
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Our priority actions 

Years 3 & 4 (Financial Years – 2018/19 & 2019-2020) 
 

There are a number of high priority activities to be undertaken by Council over 2018/19 & 2019/20 that will 
contribute to the achievement of ‘A Clean, Green and Sustainable Community’ direction embraced by 
residents, businesses and visitors in Maroondah 2040: Our future together.   
 
This section provides a summary of these priority actions. Council will monitor the achievement of the 
Sustainability Strategy priority actions on an annual basis with progress to reported to Council.  
 
Priority actions include:  
 

 Complete the Climate Change Risk and Adaptation Strategy. 

 Complete the Maroondah Vegetation Review. 

 Develop a Green Infrastructure approach which implements objectives from: 
o The Water Sensitive City Strategy 
o The Maroondah Housing Strategy 
o The Open Space Strategy 
o The Victorian Government’s Strategy, Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2036. 

 Investigate opportunities to work with community volunteers, social enterprises and businesses on 
sustainability initiatives.  

 Work with the Victorian Government to prepare a planning scheme amendment to introduce an 
environmentally sustainable development (ESD) policy into the Maroondah Planning Scheme.  

 Continue to support EAGA projects that broker partnerships to achieve economies of scale. 

 Continue to support the Carbon Neutral Revolving Energy Fund. 

 Continue to pursue external funding opportunities for sustainability projects.  

 Develop triple-bottom-line criteria for a Council pilot project. 

 Continue to use Council’s procurement policy to pursue sustainability opportunities.  
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To contact Council: 
• telephone 1300 88 22 33 
• visit our website at: www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
• email: maroondah@maroondah.vic.gov.au 
 
Translating and Interpreter Service 
13 14 50 
 
National Relay Service (NRS) 
13 36 77 
 
www.facebook.com/MaroondahCityCouncil 
@CityofMaroondah 
www.youtube.com/CityofMaroondah 
 
maroondah@maroondah.vic.gov.au 
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 

 


