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Statement of Instructions, Qualifications and Experience and Declaration 

Authorship of this report 

This statement has been prepared by Ms Kate Gray, Principal of Lovell Chen Pty Ltd, Architects and 

Heritage Consultants, Level 5, 176 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne, assisted by Ms Michelle Bashta, 

Associate, also of Lovell Chen.   

The statement incorporates material from earlier reports prepared by Lovell Chen in relation to the 

subject site as detailed below. 

The views expressed in the statement are those of Ms Kate Gray. 

Qualifications and experience 

I hold a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) and Masters of Arts (History), both from The University of Melbourne.  I 

also hold a Post-Graduate Diploma in Heritage Planning and Management from Victoria University. 

I joined Lovell Chen (then Allom Lovell & Associates) in 1989 and have been involved in heritage practice 

and management for 30 years.  This experience includes the preparation of numerous heritage 

appraisals and assessments of significance for individual sites and larger complexes, areas and precincts.  

I also have extensive experience in strategic planning and policy development for heritage places, and 

the assessment of impacts on heritage places.  In my previous role as Associate Director (from 2005) and 

current role as Principal, Heritage, I am responsible for leading multi-disciplinary teams with expertise in 

architecture, history, planning and landscape.   

I have contributed in a variety of roles to numerous municipal heritage reviews including those for the 

former Cities of Fitzroy and Port Melbourne, the City of Boroondara, the City of Port Phillip and the 

Borough of Queenscliffe.  Extensive work for the City of Boroondara undertaken since 2006 has included 

managing a major project to review, assess and document a large number of individual B-graded 

(predominantly residential) buildings for the application of the Heritage Overlay (Amendment C64), 

advice on the development of a new local Heritage Policy and input into the review of precinct citations 

and building gradings (Amendment C66) and assessment and documentation of 22 individual heritage 

places for the Heritage Overlay (Amendment C153).  In 2008-9 I managed the preparation of the 

Queenscliffe Heritage Review for the Borough of Queenscliffe.  I also managed a review of a large HO 

precinct in Port Melbourne (HO1) in 2010 for the City of Port Phillip; this work included revisions to the 

boundaries of the area, the establishment of sub-precincts within it and recommendations for controls 

over individual sites in the area (Amendment C89). In 2014 I managed the White Hills and East Bendigo 

Heritage Study for the City of Greater Bendigo. 

I have also been responsible for a number of other major strategic heritage projects including a Heritage 

Management Strategy for the University of Melbourne (2004-5, review 2009), a Heritage Strategy and 

related heritage management framework for the Port of Melbourne Corporation (2006-8, review 2013) 

and a Heritage Framework Plan for the Australian National University’s Acton Campus in the ACT (2019). 

In recent years I have led Lovell Chen teams providing specialist historical heritage advice to major rail 

and road infrastructure projects including the Metro Tunnel, West Gate Tunnel and North East Link 

projects. 

I have worked on a number of typological studies, including a national survey and heritage assessment 

of air traffic control towers (undertaken under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act for Airservices Australia, 2009) and a survey of inner-metropolitan hotels with Bryce Raworth (for 

the Historic Buildings Council, 1992). 

I have also been involved in the preparation of numerous conservation management plans, conservation 

analyses and heritage appraisals for places as diverse as the Capitol Theatre, Melbourne Cricket Ground, 

Fitzroy and Flagstaff Gardens, the Esplanade Hotel, St Kilda, the Shrine of Remembrance, Her Majesty’s 

Theatre, the Melbourne Club, State Library of Victoria, Camp Street precinct in Ballarat, Wesley Central 
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Mission and Church complex, Echuca Wharf, the former Ballarat Orphanage and the former Canberra 

Brickworks in Yarralumla in the ACT.  I have also undertaken heritage appraisals of residential buildings, 

industrial sites and institutional complexes across Melbourne.  

I am a Full International Member of Australia ICOMOS.   

I am currently serving as an external member of the Heritage Council of Victoria’s specialist advisory 

committee on Archaeology and Underwater Cultural Heritage. 

As related to this matter, my expertise is in the areas of significance assessment and the application of 

statutory heritage controls.  

I note that while I am experienced in the consideration of landscape as contributing to the heritage 

values of heritage places, I am not an expert in arboricultural matters.  

Instructions 

Instructions were received from Mr Ian Pitt QC of Best Hooper on behalf of Wonga Road Properties Pty 

Ltd via email on 29 November 2019.  I was instructed to prepare a Statement of Evidence, and in 

particular to: 

address the history and significance of the subdivision and development of the lands 

to which the Amendment applies, the significance of the dwelling at 3-5 Wonga 

Road and of the rear additions and the consequence of the subdivision of the site of 

the said dwelling and the subsequent development the lands subdivided from the 

now curtilage of the dwelling at 3-5 Wonga Road. 

I note that while I reference the history of the site as a whole including the garden, specific issues 

relating to the analysis and assessment of significance of the existing garden and trees on the site as 

part of the heritage significance of the land at 1-3 Wonga Road are to be addressed in a separate 

Statement of Evidence to this Panel by my colleague, Mr Michael Cook. 

Lovell Chen involvement 

In May 2019, Lovell Chen was contacted by Wonga Road Properties Pty Ltd (under advice from Ratio) to 

undertake a review of the statement of significance and proposed heritage overlay (HO) control for 3-5 

Wonga Road, after it had been gazetted on an interim basis as Maroondah Amendment C127.  Mr John 

Statham, assisted by Mr Michael Cook and Ms Candice Keeling, all of Lovell Chen, undertook a heritage 

assessment of the property at 3-5 Wonga Road and a review of the exhibited HO extent and statement 

of significance (prepared by . Mr Cook was responsible for much of the research and the analysis and 

assessment of the landscape. 

Based on this work, preliminary advice on the significance and proposal to apply the HO was provided to 

Wonga Road Properties Pty Ltd in a memorandum format issued on 1 August 2019 but with a date of 26 

July 2019.  The conclusion of that advice was that the HO was warranted in the case of the 3-5 Wonga 

Road site, but that the exhibited statement contained a number of factual errors and the validity of 

some aspects of the assessment of significance was questioned. My involvement in the preparation of 

the advice was limited to a review of the memorandum with Mr Statham of the document as part of 

quality assurance processes in the office. 

A revised version of the 1 August 2019 memorandum was provided to the Maroondah City Council on 

28 October 2018 (note this document has an incorrect date of 26 July 2019). This included some 

additional comparative information provided by the Maroondah City Council in a citation prepared by 

Willys Keeble and Simon Reeves and dated 22 June 2019 (sent to Ratio under cover of a letter dated 5 

September 2019). 

A draft revised statement of significance for the 3-5 Wonga Road was subsequently prepared by Lovell 

Chen which addressed the issues raised in the Lovell Chen assessment and proposed changes on the 
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basis of this assessment.  I prepared the revised statement of significance with Mr Statham, with some 

input from Mr Cook on landscape issues. Note that on the basis of the assessment work, the revised 

statement addressed only the land at 3-5 Wonga Road, not the land at 1 Wonga Road, for reasons 

explained in my evidence statement. The draft revised statement of significance was provided to Council 

for its review.  

Council subsequently engaged heritage landscape specialist Mr John Patrick of John Patrick Pty Ltd and 

Mr Patrick inspected the site and verbally advised his view of the heritage significance of trees at 3-5 

Wonga Road at a conference held at Maddocks. I attended that conference, as did Mr Cook from my 

office. Mr Patrick’s recommendation was that a third tree at 3-5 Wonga Road, the Cork Oak (Quercus 

suber), be included in the statement of significance. The outcome of the conference was a revised 

statement of significance (November 18, 2019) for 3-5 Wonga Road which I understand is supported by 

Maroondah City Council and Wonga Road Properties Pty Ltd. 

Summary of opinion 

In summary, it is my opinion that: 

• The property at 3-5 Wonga Road is of local heritage significance and the application of the HO 

is warranted in the case of that property 

• The HO is not considered to be warranted in the case of the property at 1 Wonga Road and the 

HO Schedule entry and mapping should be amended to delete the reference to that property 

• The HO Schedule should be amended to identify three significant trees on the site, those being 

the Coast Redwood (Tree 17), Cork Oak (Tree 16) and Deodar (Tree 14) 

• The HO Schedule should reference the revised citation and statement of significance for the 

place (dated 18 November 2019) subject to the correction of two typographical errors.  

Declaration 

I have made all the inquiries that I believe are desirable and appropriate and no matters of significance 

which I regard as relevant have to my knowledge been withheld from the Panel.  

 

Kate Gray 
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1.0 Introduction 

This statement of evidence has been prepared for Wonga Road Properties Pty Ltd, owner of the 

property at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, and relates to Amendment C128 to the Maroondah 

Planning Scheme.  The subject property is located on the north-west side of Wonga Road, just north of 

its intersection with Warrandyte Road (Figure 1). 

As related to the subject property, the exhibited amendment seeks to include 3-5 Wonga Road in the 

Schedule to Clause 43.01 (HO) of the Maroondah Planning Scheme and to amend the relevant Planning 

Scheme Map 1HO.  The amendment also proposes the HO be applied to part of the land at 1 Wonga 

Road.  The HO control was applied to 3-5 Wonga Road on an interim basis (expiration 31 March 2020) 

via Amendment C127 to the Maroondah Planning Scheme, but not to the land 1 Wonga Road.  

 

 

Figure 1 Plan showing the approximate location of the subject property 

Source: www.street-directory.com.au  

 

Figure 2 Detail of map 1HO showing the extent of the interim HO applied to 3-5 Wonga Road, 

indicated by arrow 

Source: Maroondah Planning Scheme 

http://www.street-directory.com.au/
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2.0 Amendment C128 

Amendment C128 to the Maroondah Planning Scheme seeks to apply the HO to 3-5 Wonga Road and 

part of 1 Wonga Road, as shown in the proposed amendment to Map 1HO (Figure 3). The proposed HO 

would include controls over the full extent of the land at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North. The HO 

Schedule indicates that tree controls were proposed for six trees on the 1-3 Wonga Road site: 

• Claret Ash (Tree 10) 

• Deodar Cedar (Tree 14) 

• Cork Oak (Tree 16) 

• Coast Redwood (Tree 17)  

• Varigated Elm (Tree 22) 

• Kurrajong Tree (Tree 23) 

As indicated by the plan at Figure 3, the exhibited HO control was also proposed to be applied to part of 

the 1 Wonga Road site, being an area at the southern end of that site including the entry and retaining 

walls either side of the drive extending into the site. 

As required by the Practice Note, the schedule identifies a statement of significance for the proposed 

HO146, this is identified in the HO Schedule as: 

• 3-5 Wonga Road and 1 Wonga Road, Ringwood North Statement of Significance, Willys 

Keeble/Simon Reeves, 22 June 2018. 

The Schedule to Clause 72.04 (Documents incorporated in this planning scheme) identifies two versions 

of the statement: 

 

Notwithstanding the references to different versions and different dates, the version of the statement 

exhibited as part of Amendment C128 was as follows: 

• Statement of Significance HO146, 3-5 Wonga Road and 1 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, 22 

June 2019. 



 

6   L O V E L L  C H E N  

 

Figure 3 Exhibited Maroondah C128 amendment to Map 1HO. 

Source: planning.vic.gov.au 

2.1 Exhibited statement of significance 

The originally exhibited statement of significance included in the citation produced by Maroondah City 

Council (22 June 2019, refer to Appendix A) identifies the 1942 early modern house at 3-5 Wonga Road, 

Ringwood North and its remnant garden setting.  The statement is as follows: 

What is significant? 

The former “Thalloo” early modern house designed by the architectural partnership of 

Percy H. Meldrum and Arthur Noad for Mr. and Mrs. John Turner, completed in 1942, 

is significant to the extent of its original 1942 fabric and its extensive remnant garden 

setting including trees numbered 10; 14; 16; 17; 22; and 23, shown below in Map 1. 

Other significant elements include the “Thalloo” stone gateposts with wrought iron 

name plate and gate at the entrance of 1 Wonga Road and the 13 metre long stone-

walled driveway in 1 Wonga Road.  

The c1960’s-1970’s addition to the west side of the “Thalloo” house is a contributory 

element. The rock wall along Warrandyte Road, dating from the 1960s, is of interest as 
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homage to the earlier stone driveway wall and gateposts and for some landmark 

qualities in its own right.  

The swimming pool, gazebo, and garage outbuildings are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The former “Thalloo” house and remnant garden at 3-5 Wonga Road, the “Thalloo” 

gateway; and drive at 1 Wonga Road are of architectural, aesthetic and historical 

significance to the Maroondah municipality. 

Why is it significant? 

Architecturally, the 1942 weatherboard house is an intact and rare example in 

Maroondah of an early modern design by notable architects Meldrum and Noad with 

an asymmetrical form, tiled intersecting roof gables and banks of floor to ceiling 

windows taking advantage of garden and mountain views, with the living room 

connected to the outdoors with glazed double doors. The front porch is embellished 

with open-work timber posts in stripped Regency revival style lending an air of 

gentility favoured by Melbourne’s upper classes in the 1930’s and early ‘40’s. 

Aesthetically, for the retention of the elevated ‘hill station’ garden setting with 

mountain views, mature trees and shrubberies (even after loss of parts of the garden 

to no’s. 1 and 7 Wonga Roads), for the rubble stone “Thalloo” stone gateway at the 

fork of Wonga and Warrandyte Roads. Historically, the garden at 3-5 Wonga Road, and 

the stone gateway and remnant drive at 1 Wonga Road are significant as original 

elements of the 1.5 acre pleasure garden with a tennis court developed during the 

1920’s-30’s by F.W. Parker, garden enthusiast and later a notable Ringwood councillor 

and Mayor, the garden then maintained and further developed by the Turners’ from 

1940 until its c1980’s subdivision. The 1942 Turner house at 3-5 Wonga Road is 

historically significant for its association with distinguished architect Percy H. Meldrum 

and for illustrating the cultural appreciation of garden design in the 1940’s and the 

Turners’ ‘hill station’ way of life and social values. 

The trees identified in the exhibited statement of significance are as follows: 

• Tree 10, Claret Ash (Faxinus raywoodii) 

• Tree 14, Deodar (Cedrus deodara) 

• Tree 16 Cork Oak (Quercus suber) 

• Tree 17 Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)  

• Tree 22, Varigated Elm (Ulmus minor ‘Variegata’) 

• Tree 23, Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus). 

2.2 Revised statement of significance  

A revised version of the citation and statement of significance dated 18 November 2019 has been 

prepared (Appendix B). This citation was prepared by Lovell Chen based on the Willys Keeble/Simon 

Reeves citation of June 2018 but only addresses the property at 3-5 Wonga Road. Refer to Appendix B.  

The revised citation and statement of significance has been prepared on the basis of additional historical 

research undertaken by Lovell Chen that has caused a re-assessment of the proposed HO both in terms 

of the extent of the HO to be applied and the identified values (statement of significance). 

Section 3.0 below presents a summary history and description of the place and explains the reasons for 

the revisions to the citation and statement of significance. 
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3.0 History and description 

3.1 Overview of the subdivision and development of the subject site 

The originally exhibited citation did not include a detail history of the place and additional research has 

brought to light several important developments in the history of the site.   

The following historical information is drawn from the memorandum prepared by Lovell Chen and 

provided to Council in late October 2019, but re-ordered and revised in some areas.  

A rail line from Melbourne to Lilydale was completed in 1882 with Ringwood Station opening in 1889.  

This, along with general improvements in roads, led to the development of Ringwood as a country 

village in the foothills of the Dandenong Ranges within a reasonable distance of the city.  It largely 

contained holiday homes until the 1920s. 

The electrification of the train line in 1923, allowed for a train to run to the city every hour with a 

reduced travel time of 45 minutes.  This, along with the construction of a station at Ringwood East in 

1925, saw an increase in land sales in the area.  Ringwood North in particular, underwent the 

subdivision of land for use as weekend blocks, flower, poultry and hobby farms, being less convenient 

for residential development due to its distance from the railway line. 

From 1921, the State Savings Bank introduced a novel housing scheme that fuelled local development.  

Nonetheless, the depression of the early 1930s affected sales of land in Ringwood North and the 

surrounding area, with many of the blocks remaining undeveloped or unsold.  The scheme ended with 

the outbreak of World War II.  The post-war period generally saw a decline in the scale and quality of 

the houses being constructed in the area.  This resulted in reduced prices and increased population.  

Ringwood was connected to the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) sewerage system in 

1954.  It was elevated to city status in 1964. 

In 1941, John Turner purchased Lot 24, a long tapering allotment immediately to the north of the 

intersection of Wonga and Warrandyte roads.  As described in the Australian Home Beautiful article of 

1942, the land had previously been owned by local Ringwood Councillor Frank V Parker and developed 

as a pleasure garden. Turner and his wife subsequently commissioned and constructed the original 

sections of the house at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, near the centre of the block.  The house was 

completed in 1942.  It was described in detail, with a major focus on the existing garden (as it had been 

developed by Parker), in the Australian Home Beautiful article ‘Thalloo, A Garden with a House in it’ 

(Figure 5). The complex also included a tennis court and garage and prominent loop drive extending 

around the house. See also the 1945 aerial photograph at Figure 10.  

The exhibited citation for Amendment C128 (Appendix A) assumed that the Turners continued to live in 

the 1942 Thalloo and to maintain and further develop the garden until the site was subdivided in the c. 

1980s (see comment under ‘Why is it significant?’). In fact, the large site was subdivided within five 

years of the completion of the house and was further subdivided on a number of occasions in 

subsequent years with additional dwellings constructed on the new sites.   

A search of the title history of the properties clarifies the way in which Lot 24 was subdivided.   

The relevant certificate of title for the period of John Turner’s ownership, with original plan (Figure 6), as 

well as the transfer plan (Figure 7) and title record (Figure 8) are reproduced below.  They indicate that 

the house at 3-5 Wonga Road, including a substantial portion of the garden, was sold by the Turners 

within five years of its construction.  That transfer included areas of the garden to the north of the 

dwelling that would subsequently become 7 Wonga Road and 144 Warrandyte Road, which passed into 

the ownership of Phyllis Marie Maughan in 1946.  

The Turners retained southern part of the Thalloo allotment (1 Wonga Road) and this property 

remained in John Turner’s ownership until 1962 when, following his death, it was transferred to Ethel 

Stewart Turner, his widow.  Both the transfer record of the Lot 24 title to Ethel Turner (Figure 8, blue 
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box) and the succeeding title describe Ethel Stewart Turner as living at Thalloo corner of Wonga and 

Warrandyte Roads - Ringwood.   

A second house had been constructed for the Turners at the site of 1 Wonga Road before 1950 and 

perhaps as early as 1946.  The 1954 and 1962 aerial photographs show the presence of the house to the 

south (Figure 11, Figure 12). 

Sands & McDougall Directories of Victoria also appear to confirm the Turners’ residence at 1 Wonga 

Road.  Before 1960, the residences on Wonga Road were not numbered.  However, the 1950 edition 

confirms the particulars of the transfer listed on the John Turner title, noted below.  It lists the residents 

from the south end of Wonga Road (the intersection with Warrandyte Road) to the Ringwood North 

postal boundary as follows: 

 

Figure 4 1950 Sands & McDougall Directory showing the occupants of Wonga Road, Ringwood 

north, from the south end of the street to what was then the postal boundary. 

Source: State Library of Victoria  

 

‘Jno (John) Turner’ is identified as residing at 1 Wonga Road in the 1960 and 1965 directories, with ‘Mrs 

E.F. Turner’ identified at 1 Wonga Road in 1970 and 1974.  A.J. Watson is identified as residing at 3-5 

Wonga Road in 1960 and 1965, and G. Gronow in 1970 and 1974. 

On this basis, it is evident that, less than five years after constructing the house at 3-5 Wonga Road 

(formerly known as Thalloo), the Turners sold this house and a large portion of the garden that had been 

described so glowingly in Australian Home Beautiful.  It is presumed, based on the title and street 

directory evidence, that at that same time, the Turners had cleared another portion of the pre-1942 

garden in order to construct a new house to the south of the 3-5 Wonga Road house, and proceeded to 

reside in that house from mid to late 1940s until 1978.  The name Thalloo was, somewhat confusingly, 

transferred to this new house.   

The succeeding certificate of title was superseded in 1978. The only change of note until that time was 

the compulsory acquisition of the southern ‘point’ of the triangle by the Country Roads Board, which 

was finalised in September 1963 (see Figure 9).  The implications of that acquisition are discussed below 

in relation to the present-day stone wall, drive and gate feature at 1 Wonga Road. 

In the c. 1970s, the northern portions of the remaining property at 3-5 Wonga Road were subdivided by 

others and developed as 7 Wonga Road and 144 Warrandyte Road.   

Table 1 provides a chronology of these key developments. 
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Table 1 Development chronology of Lot 24 and the property at Wonga Road described in 1942 as 

‘Thalloo’ 

 

Date Development  

1894 Certificate of Title to Part of Crown Allotment 48, by John James Parker (father of FV Parker) 

1918  Plan of Subdivision 7305 created (lots between Wonga and Warrandyte Road) by John James Parker; 

the subject site is located within Lot 24  

1927 Lot 24 is transferred to FV Parker (succeeding title v5300 f967) 

1941 Lot 24, with minor subtractions along the north boundary (made 1930), is transferred to John Turner. 

(succeeding title v6440 f954) 

1941-42 Mr and Mrs John Turner commissioned and builds the original extent of the house now located at 3-5 

Wonga Road (per Australian Home Beautiful) 

1946  John Turner transferred the northern part of Lot 24, including 3-5 Wonga Road, as well as the area of 

the future 7 Wonga Road and the future 144 Warrandyte Road, to Phyllis Marie Maughan (Figure 7) 

The south part of Lot 24, being the present 1 Wonga Road, was retained by the Turners 

c. late 

1940s 

The Turners are presumed to have constructed a new residence at 1 Wonga Road 

1961 Notice of compulsory acquisition of the south point of Lot 24, being a triangle 10.67x10.67x5.92 m, 

by the Country Roads Board. 

1962 Following John Turner’s death, his estate granted to ‘Ethel Stewart Turner of ‘Thalloo’ corner of 

Wonga and Warrandyte Roads’ the south part of Lot 24, being the present 1 Wonga Road 

(succeeding title vol8410 f765) 

1963 Completion of the compulsory acquisition of the south point of Lot 24 by the Country Roads Board.  

Remodelling of the intersection including changes to the southern boundary and entrance drive of 1 

Wonga Road date from this time 

1973 The north part of Lot 24 was subdivided, creating properties at 7 Wonga Road and 144 Warrandyte 

Rd, and the contemporary extent of 3-5 Wonga Road, the subject site 

1978 Transfer and cancellation of the Ethel Turner certificate of title to 1 Wonga Road 

c.1973-80 Houses at 7 Wonga Road and 144 Warrandyte Road constructed (north part of Lot 24) 
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Figure 5 Australian Home Beautiful, May 1942 
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Figure 6 John Turner certificate of title for ‘Lot 24’ dated 4 January 1941, being the property 

described as ‘Thalloo’ in the 1942 Australian Home Beautiful article 

Source: Landata 
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Figure 7 Title plan identifying transfers from Lot 24 under John Turner’s ownership.  The subject 

site is located within the north transferred area numbered 1993647.  The south area, 

numbered B525098, is today’s 1 Wonga Road (minus the south tip of the property, 

acquired in 1963 by Country Roads Board) 

Source: Landata 
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Figure 8 List of mortgages and transfers under John Turner’s ownership.  

 Transfer 1993647, of the northern portion of Lot 24 including the subject site and dwelling 

at 3-5 Wonga Road and dated 21 March 1946, is indicated in red.   

 Transfer B525098, being the retained portion of Lot 24 known today as 1 Wonga Road, is 

indicated in blue.  This transfer assigned the property at 1 Wonga Road to John Turner’s 

wife Ethel, ‘of ‘Thalloo’ corner of Wonga and Warrandyte Roads, Ringwood’ 

Source: Landata 
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Figure 9 Plan indicating land compulsorily acquired from the 1 Wonga Road property by the 

Country Roads Board, 1963 

Source: Landata 
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Figure 10 1945 aerial photograph with 2019 property boundaries overlaid 
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Figure 11 1954 aerial photograph, as noted the resolution of this photograph is poor, but the 

location of the house at 1 Wonga Road is indicated by the red arrow 

Source: Land Victoria 
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Figure 12 1962 aerial photograph, house to the south indicated by the red arrow 

Source: Land Victoria 
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Figure 13 1968 aerial indicating the western additions 

Source: Landata 

 

  



 

2 0   L O V E L L  C H E N  

3.2 The dwelling at 3-5 Wonga Road 

As noted above, in 1941-2, the Turners commissioned and constructed the original sections of the house 

now described as 3-5 Wonga Road.  The dwelling addressed Wonga Road with vehicle access points in 

the southern and eastern sections of the site and a tennis court to the rear, Warrandyte Road, side.   

As explained above, the site was subdivided on a number of occasions in subsequent years with new 

dwellings constructed on sites immediately to the north and south of the 1941-2 building.  An addition 

to the west side of the dwelling was in place by 1968.  Aerial imagery from this time suggests that the 

tennis court survived until further additions were made in the c. 1970s. 

The building was designed by architects, Meldrum & Noad.  They were celebrated architects more 

usually associated with larger projects such as Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum (1930) 

and Newspaper House Collins Street (1932) undertaken while the two architects were working at A.G. 

Stephenson’s office.  Establishing their own practice in 1937, the pair designed the National Bank of 

Australia in Collins Street (1938) which won the RVIA Street Architecture medal. 

3.3 Description 

The subject site (3-5 Wonga Road) is part of an elevated tract of land above the intersection of Wonga 

and Warrandyte roads.  It adopts a tapering form, created as the roads diverge to the north of the 

intersection.  No. 3-5 Wonga Road is situated some distance to the north of the intersection extending 

between the two roads and abuts residential properties to the north and south.  

The subject site is occupied by a single-storey dwelling to an early modern expression.  The building 

adopts a sprawling,  asymmetrical form, with tiled intersecting gable-ended roofs above plain 

weatherboard walls.  Large windows overlook the garden and the living room is connected to the 

exterior by glazed double doors.  Windows to the front facade take advantage of mountain views.  The 

front façade incorporates an open front porch addressing Wonga Road.  See Figure 15, Figure 16, Figure 

17). 

Substantial additions have been made to the rear (west) of the original dwelling, using broadly similar 

materials and detailing (Figure 18, Figure 19, Figure 20, Figure 21). 

Later outbuildings are visible on the Warrandyte Road frontage and vehicle access and garaging is on 

this side of the property (Figure 22).   

A swimming pool has been constructed immediately to the south of the house (Figure 17).  Some of the 

early crazy paving survives on the north side of the house (Figure 21) but it has been removed from the 

front entry porch area. 

To the south and east of the house there are areas of open lawn and garden, with a number of mature 

trees.   

A driveway and entry gates on the property to the south, no. 1 Wonga Road, is also a subject of the 

proposed HO. This property was not inspected other than viewing the driveway and entry gates from 

the street (Figure 23). 
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Figure 14 Recent aerial with the approximate extent of the original house indicated 

 

 

Figure 15 3-5 Wonga Road, front (eastern) elevation 
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Figure 16 Another view of the east elevation, looking south 

 

Figure 17 3-5 Wonga Road, south (garden) elevation 
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Figure 18 Addition to the west of the original house, this view is from the south-east 

 

Figure 19 Western addition, south-west corner 
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Figure 20 Verandah to rear addition 

 

 

 

Figure 21 Part of the northern elevation of the house, the western addition is on the right 
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Figure 22 Later additions to the west of the original house 

 

 

Figure 23 Gates and driveway to 1 Wonga Road 
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3.4 Implications of the additional historical research 

The additional historical research undertaken by Lovell Chen identified some factual errors in Council’s 

original exhibited citation and statement of significance particularly as related to the subdivision of the 

land and physical development of the site.  There were also a number of implications for the assessment 

of significance arising from the historical research. 

The key factual points of clarification and implications for significance assessment are as follows: 

Pattern of subdivision, ownership and development 

The exhibited citation assumed that subdivision of the site occurred as late as the c.1980s and the 

Turners remained at the 1942 residence and maintained and developed the original garden as an 

expression of the Turners’ so-called ‘‘hill station” way of life and social values’ between 1942 and the c. 

1980s.  

In fact the Turners subdivided the land within five years and developed a separate house on the 1 

Wonga Road site. John Turner died in 1962.  

While the original concept of a ‘Garden with a House in it’ as described by the Australian Home Beautiful 

is of interest, the historical research shows this was short-lived and the Turners’ direct association with 

3-5 Wonga Road ceased in 1946 with the subdivision and subsequent development of 1 Wonga Road.  

These developments are somewhat at odds with the claims that the heritage place is associated with 

the Turners’ ‘‘hill station” way of life and social values’ as per the exhibited citation and statement of 

significance. 

Extent of the garden 

The extensive ‘pleasure garden’ garden described in the 1942 Australian Home Beautiful article of 1942 

(developed by F W Parker from the 1920s and as modified/developed by the Turners when they 

constructed their house in 1942) does not survive, other than in fragmentary form.  

The impacts are both related to the extent (size) and the intactness of the garden and include: 

• the excision, via subdivision, of substantial areas of land to the north and south of the 3-5 

Wonga Road site 

• the removal of the loop drive around the house as per the 1942 plan (Figure 5) and 1945 aerial 

photograph (Figure 10) 

• the removal of the tennis court and original garage as indicated on the 1942 plan and 1945 

aerial photograph 

• the development of residences on the subdivided 1 Wonga Road, 7 Wonga Road and 144 

Warrandyte Road properties 

• the development on the subject site of additions to the west of the 1942 house 

• the development on the subject site of a swimming pool, garaging, outbuildings and vehicle 

access areas. 

In its truncated and much altered form, the garden to 1-3 Wonga Road could no longer be said to 

represent or demonstrate the original garden setting for the Turners’ 1942 house as described in the 

Australian Home Beautiful article.  

Similarly, the historical association of the 3-5 Wonga Road site with FV Parker and the garden he 

developed from the 1920s is documented but is considered to be of interest only. 

The significance of individual trees on the site as mature specimens surviving of the original garden is 

addressed in the evidence of Mr Cook. 
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Entry to 1 Wonga Road 

The works undertaken by the Country Roads Board in the early 1960s included the acquisition of an area 

of land from the allotment now known as 1 Wonga Road at the intersection of Wonga and Warrandyte 

Roads (extending 35 feet [or 10.7 metres] along both street frontages, see Figure 9). 

Both Warrandyte and Wonga roads were widened in the works (it and the intersection was opened out. 

The works removed a roadway approach to the entry to 1 Wonga Road (originally to the 1942 Thalloo 

property) which appears to have been in the road reserve, as well as the southernmost section of the 

drive itself. 

This loss of land to the south likely would also have necessitated an increase in the grade of the 

entrance drive to Thalloo II and construction of new retaining walls within the site.  The alignment of the 

drive within the property has also changed since 1942; as it currently exists, the drive curves to the left 

(north-west) as it approaches the dwelling at 1 Wonga Road, an alignment that is different to that of the 

original entrance drive as evident in the 1945 photograph.  The existing stone retaining walls follow this 

curve. 

On this basis the gateposts at the southern end of the driveway and the retaining walls within the 

property would appear to date from c. 1961-1962 at which time the southern tip of the allotment was 

subject to works by the CRB for road widening (the acquisition of the land was finalised in 1963). These 

features demonstrably do not relate to the original 1942 house. It is possible that the iron gates and the 

nameplate were recycled from a pre-1963 arrangement present on the site but this has not been 

confirmed. The name, ‘Thalloo’ was re-used for the second Turner dwelling and on this basis, even the 

iron gates and nameplate cannot be confirmed as relating to the 1942 house. 

The basis for the inclusion of these elements in the HO as part of Amendment C128 was as the ‘Thalloo 

gateway and as ‘original elements’ of the 1.5 acre pleasure garden developed by FV Parker and 

maintained by the Turners. 

In light of the additional information, these elements are not associated with the 1942 house or the 

garden as it existed at that time and are not of heritage value. They should not be included in the HO. 

As an additional observation, it is noted that the long rock wall along Warrandyte Road (not proposed 

for the HO) is understood to date from the road winding works of the early 1960s. It is referenced in the 

original exhibited citation as ‘dating from the 1960s [and] is of interest as homage to the earlier stone 

driveway wall and gateposts and for some landmark qualities in its own right’. This is both factually 

questionable and irrelevant given the HO is not proposed to be applied to the Warrandyte Road wall. 
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Figure 24 Recent aerial showing property boundaries overlaid 

Source: Nearmap 
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4.0 Assessment of significance 

4.1 Contextual and comparative analysis 

Thalloo, to a design by Meldrum & Noad, is a dwelling of the type exemplified in the work of, American 

architect and educator, William Wilson Wurster (1895–1973).  Wurster is remembered for his residential 

designs in California.  Throughout his 45 year career, Wurster remained strongly associated with the Bay 

Area and its regional style.  He designed hundreds of California houses in the 1920s-1940s using 

indigenous materials and a direct, simple climatically-responsive style which is sometimes described as 

‘Regional Modernism’.  His 1928 Gregory Farmhouse in Scotts Valley, California is regarded as the 

prototypical ranch-style house.  Less ambitious dwellings such as the Church House and garden of 1931 

had a direct influence on the subsequent architectural development in California and Australia. 

Notable Melbourne architects Roy Grounds and Geoffrey Mewton travelled to the U.S. in 1929 and may 

have become aware of Wurster’s work at that time.  On their return to Melbourne they formed the 

informal partnership, Mewton and Grounds.  Their work during this period took two main paths; one 

following the European Modernists evidenced in Mewton’s cubist composition and references to the 

work of Dutch Modernist, Willem Dudok; the other following the Bay Region Style of William Wurster.  

Through influential buildings such as Lyncroft, (Shoreham c. 1935, VHR H1909) and Ramsay House, Mt 

Eliza c. 1937 VHR H2181 and the Fairbairn House (Toorak 1935-6) the practice was instrumental in 

bringing a Wurster-inspired vision of an everyday Modernism into Australian practice.  Other Grounds 

buildings from this period, that share similar qualities, include the house at Chateau Tahbilk (H0296), 

1936 and the recently demolished Pirani House (Mt Eliza, 1936).  The Ramsay House (Mt Eliza c. 1937 

VHR H2181) is the last in a series of buildings of Wurster-inspired designs.  It was built in 1937 in the 

Ranelagh estate in Mt Eliza overlooking Port Phillip Bay.  

All of these buildings introduced a form of modernism that articulated vernacular styling with a 

minimalist approach to detailing and ornament and the use and expression of natural materials.  They 

were longitudinal in form and conformed to the topography of their sites which was often expressed in 

split level planning and complex interlocking forms of various heights.  This informal architectural 

approach was ideally suited to rural retreats made available with the advent of the motor car.  Many of 

these architectural designed houses are considered to be influential in the development of modern 

architecture in Victoria.  Mewton and Grounds were the most prolific designers in this style in Victoria, 

with surviving examples in both suburban and rural contexts.   

While less remarkable than the buildings by Roy Grounds noted above, the dwelling at 3-5 Wonga Road 

is of some significance as a local example of a residence incorporating key aspects of Regional 

Modernism.  While it is not a key element within Meldrum & Noad’s catalogue, it is a capably resolved 

design which illustrated the spread of the style beyond the Mornington Peninsula. 

The more extensive citation material by Willys Keeble and Simon Reeves provided by Council on 5 

September 2019 includes a discussion of a small number of houses in Maroondah with modernist 

tendencies, including a number of houses designed by Percy Meldrum. 

Comment on the additions 

The additions to the west of the original dwelling are not evident in an aerial photograph dating from 

1962 (Figure 12) but can be seen in another from 1968 (Figure 13). Percy Meldrum withdrew from 

architectural practice in 1965 and it is unlikely that he or his firm was associated with the additions over 

two decades after the original design was executed and for a different client.   

While the additions could be said to be sympathetic to the original house in their materiality and 

detailing, they are not of significance.  Local pioneers of Regional Modernism, Mewton and Grounds had 

given it up before WWII and ‘Thalloo' appears to have been the last design in the mode by Meldrum.  

Constructed some 20 years later, the additions are backward-looking and do not contribute to the 

identified architectural values found in the original dwelling.  They are of negligible architectural merit in 

their own right.  The additions are also of some scale and obscure aspects of the original design. On this 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotts_Valley,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranch-style_house
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basis, they are not seen to contribute to the identified significance of the place and are not 

‘contributory’ elements as suggested in Council’s exhibited citation. 

4.2 Assessment against criteria 

The following brief responses are provided against the criteria set down in the current VPP Practice 

Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay (August 2018): 

Criterion A: Importance to the 

course or pattern of our cultural 

or natural history (historical 

significance) 

Historically, the site is of interest for its associations with the once 

greatly more extensive 1.5 acre pleasure garden developed on this 

site by garden enthusiast and local Councillor (and Mayor) FV 

Parker, albeit only fragmentary evidence of that garden survives 

on this site. 

Criterion B: Possession of 

uncommon rare or endangered 

aspects of our cultural or 

natural history (rarity) 

The house appears to be one of a relatively small number of early 

modern architect-designed houses in Maroondah, however this 

aspect of significance is addressed under Criterion E. 

Criterion C: Potential to yield 

information that will contribute 

to an understanding of our 

cultural or natural history 

(research potential) 

Not applicable 

Criterion D: Importance in 

demonstrating the principal 

characteristics of a class of 

cultural or natural places or 

environments 

(representativeness) 

The house at 3-5 Wonga Road is a capable example of the Regional 

Modernism pioneered locally by Mewton and Grounds and 

adopted briefly by others and  survives in good condition.   

While a reasonably unassuming and typical rather than an 

extraordinary example of Regional Modernism, it is a building of 

some significance as a representative example of the short-lived 

local interest in the style. 

Criterion E The dwelling was constructed to designs by noted commercial 

architects, Meldrum & Noad, more frequently associated with 

substantial city buildings than residential architecture. While a 

minor element within Meldrum & Noad’s catalogue, it is a building 

of some architectural significance in a local context.  Its design 

draws straightforwardly on precedents established by Mewton 

and Grounds through the 1930s but is an unusual building locally. 

The publication of the building in the Australian Home Beautiful 

suggests that the building was well-received and seen to be 

reasonably innovative at the time of its construction. 

The house is also of local significance as an example of a mid-

century, architect designed house within the City of Maroondah.   

Criterion F: Importance in 

demonstrating a high degree of 

creative or technical 

achievement at a particular 

period (technical significance) 

Not applicable. 

Criterion G: Strong or special 

association with a particular 

community or cultural group for 

Not applicable. 
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social, cultural or spiritual 

reasons.  This includes the 

significance of a place to 

Indigenous peoples as part of 

their continuing and developing 

cultural traditions (social 

significance) 

Criterion H: Special association 

with the life or works of a 

person, or group of persons, of 

importance in our history 

(associative significance) 

Not applicable, while the place has documented historical 

associations with FV Parker, the Turners and the architects 

Meldrum & Noad, none of these are considered to be ‘special’ or 

at the level that warrants recognition through the HO control. 

 

In addition, three specimen trees on the site have been assessed as of historical and aesthetic 

significance as mature specimens surviving from the garden as it existed when the Turners developed 

Thalloo in 1942.  The significance of these trees is addressed in detail in the evidence of Mr Cook.  

5.0 Recommendations 

The following recommendations are made on the basis of the preceding historical research, analysis and 

assessment. 

5.1 Extent of the HO 

The property at 3-5 Wonga Road is of local heritage significance and the HO control should be applied. 

In the case of those parts of 1 Wonga Road proposed for the HO, the application of the HO is not 

considered to be justified. 

5.2 Schedule to the HO 

The proposed entry to the Schedule to the HO should be amended as follows (additional text in italics 

and text to be deleted indicated by strike-through): 

PS 

Map 

Ref 

Heritage Place External 

Paint 

Controls 

Apply? 

Internal 

Alteration

s Controls 

Apply? 

Tree 

Controls 

Apply? 

Outbuilding

s or fences 

which are 

not exempt 

under 

Clause 

43.01-4 

Included 

on the 

Victoria

n 

Heritage 

Register 

under 

the 

Heritage 

Act 

2017? 

Prohibited 

uses 

permitted

? 

Aborigina

l heritage 

place? 

HO

146 

Former 

Thalloo house 

and remnant 

garden 3-5 

Wonga Road 

Ringwood 

North and 1 

Wonga Road 

No No 

No 

Yes- Claret 

Ash (Tree 

10), 

Deodar 

Cedar 

(Tree 14), 

Cork Oak 

(Tree 16), 

Coast 

No No No No 
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Ringwood 

North 

Statement of 

Significance 

3-5 Wonga 

Road, 

Ringwood 

North 

Statement of 

Significance, 

Willys 

Keeble/Simon 

Reeves and 

Lovell Chen, 

18 November 

2019 22 June 

2018 

Redwood 

(Tree 17), 

Variegate

d Elm 

(Tree 22), 

and 

Kurrajong 

(Tree 23 ) 

only  

Yes 

 

5.3 Revised Statement of Significance 

The revised citation and statement of significance prepared based on the Willys Keeble/Simon Reeves 

22 June 2019 version but revised by Lovell Chen and agreed by the Maroondah City Council and Wonga 

Road Properties Pty Ltd (Appendix B) should be the reference document for the heritage place and be 

incorporated into the planning scheme. This document includes a statement of significance supported 

by historical and descriptive material. 

The statement of significance is as follows: 

What is significant? 

The former “Thalloo”, an early modern house at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, 

designed by the architectural partnership of Percy H. Meldrum and Arthur Noad for 

Mr. and Mrs. John Turner, and completed in 1942. It is significant to the extent of 

its original 1942 fabric. 

The original garden setting to Thalloo is greatly diminished following subdivision 

and development of residential lots to the north and south, however three 

specimen trees - the Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens, Tree 17), Cork Oak 

(Quercus suber, Tree 16), and Deodar (Cedrus deodara, Tree 14) - are of significance 

and are likely survivors of the garden as illustrated in an Australian Home Beautiful 

article of 1942. 

Rear additions, dating from c. 1960s and later, including a rear weatherboard wing, 

swimming pool along with gazebo and garage outbuildings are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The former “Thalloo” house and mature specimen trees (Coast Redwood, Cork Oak 

and Deodar) at 3-5 Wonga Road are of architectural, historical and aesthetic 

significance to the Maroondah municipality. 

Why is it significant? 

Architecturally, the 1942 weatherboard house is an intact and rare example in 

Maroondah of an early modern design by notable architects Meldrum and Noad 
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with an asymmetrical form, tiled intersecting roof gables. The principal, Wonga 

Road façade incorporates banks of floor-to-ceiling windows, with the living room 

connected to the outdoors via glazed double doors and a front porch arranged to 

take advantage of mountain views. (Criteria D and E). 

Historically, the site is of interest for its associations with the once greatly more 

extensive 1.5 acre pleasure garden developed on this site in the 1920s and 30s by 

garden enthusiast and local Councillor (and Mayor) F W Parker, albeit only 

fragmentary evidence of that garden survives on this site (Criterion A). The place 

retains two [sic] mature significant trees of aesthetic and historical significance, the 

Coast Redwood (Tree 17), Cork Oak (Tree 16) and Deodar (Tree 14) (Criteria A and 

E). 

It is noted that there are two typographical errors in the 18 November 2019 citation and these should 

be corrected. These are in the final paragraph, where there is a reference to ‘FW Parker’ (it should be 

‘FV Parker’) and to ‘two mature significant trees of aesthetic and historical significance’ (it should be 

‘three mature significant trees’). 
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This document is an incorporated document in the Maroondah Planning Scheme pursuant to section 6(2)(j) of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987. 

MAROONDAH PLANNING SCHEME 

 

Statement of Significance HO146, 3-5 Wonga Road and 1 Wonga 

Road, Ringwood North, 22 June 2019 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 

Address: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood 

North and 1 Wonga Road Ringwood North. 

Planning Scheme Reference: 

HO146 

 

 
 
House Plan and living room. May 1942 Australian Home Beautiful. 
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What is significant? 

The former “Thalloo” early modern house designed by the architectural partnership of Percy H. 
Meldrum and Arthur Noad for Mr. and Mrs. John Turner, completed in 1942, is significant to the 
extent of its original 1942 fabric and its extensive remnant garden setting including trees 
numbered 10; 14; 16; 17; 22; and 23, shown below in Map 1.  
 
Other significant elements include the “Thalloo” stone gateposts with wrought iron name plate and 
gate at the entrance of 1 Wonga Road and the 13 metre long stone-walled driveway in 1 Wonga 
Road.  
 
The c1960’s-1970’s addition to the west side of the “Thalloo” house is a contributory element.  The 
rock wall along Warrandyte Road, dating from the 1960s, is of interest as homage to the earlier 
stone driveway wall and gateposts and for some landmark qualities in its own right.    
 
The swimming pool, gazebo, and garage outbuildings are not significant. 
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Map 1 – Trees 
 

 
 
Map 1 Legend 
 

Tree # Common name Genus species DBH cm Tree protection zone 
radius (m) 

10 Claret Ash Fraxinus 
raywoodii 

54.5 6.5 

14 Deodar Cedar Cedrus deodara 120 14.4 
 

16 Cork Oak Quercus suber 68 8.2 
 

17 Coast Redwood Sequoia 
sempervirens 

150 15.0 

22 Variegated Elm Ulmus minor 
'Variegata' 

37 4.4 

23 Kurrajong Brachychiton 
populneus 

53.5 6.4 
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How is it significant? 

The former “Thalloo” house and remnant garden at 3-5 Wonga Road, the “Thalloo” gateway; and 
drive at 1 Wonga Road are of architectural, aesthetic and historical significance to the Maroondah 
municipality. 
 
 
Why is it significant? 

Architecturally, the 1942 weatherboard house is an intact and rare example in Maroondah of an 
early modern design by notable architects Meldrum and Noad with an asymmetrical form, tiled 
intersecting roof gables and banks of floor to ceiling windows taking advantage of garden and 
mountain views, with the living room connected to the outdoors with glazed double doors.  The 
front porch is embellished with open-work timber posts in stripped Regency revival style lending an 
air of gentility favoured by Melbourne’s upper classes in the 1930’s and early ‘40’s. 
 
Aesthetically, for the retention of the elevated ‘hill station’ garden setting with mountain views, 
mature trees and shrubberies (even after loss of parts of the garden to no’s. 1 and 7 Wonga 
Roads), for the rubble stone “Thalloo” stone gateway at the fork of Wonga and Warrandyte Roads. 
 
Historically, the garden at 3-5 Wonga Road, and the stone gateway and remnant drive at 1 Wonga 
Road are significant as original elements of the 1.5 acre pleasure garden with a tennis court 
developed during the 1920’s-30’s by F.W. Parker, garden enthusiast and later a notable Ringwood 
councillor and Mayor, the garden then maintained and further developed by the Turners’ from 1940 
until its c1980’s subdivision.  
 
The 1942 Turner house at 3-5 Wonga Road is historically significant for its association with 
distinguished architect Percy H. Meldrum and for illustrating the cultural appreciation of garden 
design in the 1940’s and the Turners’  ‘hill station’ way of life and social values. 
 
 

 
^ Entrance porch : May 1942 Australian Home Beautiful . 
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^Living Room windows : May 1942 Australian Home Beautiful . 
 

 
 
^ View of the retaining wall and driveway to 1 Wonga Road Ringwood North 
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^ Gateway at 1 Wonga Road Ringwood North 
 
 
 
 
Primary source 

3-5 Wonga Road Ringwood North, Willys Keeble/Simon Reeves 22 June 2019. 
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MAROONDAH PLANNING SCHEME 

 

Statement of Significance HO146, 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood 

North 

18 November 2019 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 

Address: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood 

North 

Planning Scheme Reference: 

HO146 

 

 
 
House Plan and living room. May 1942 Australian Home Beautiful. 
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What is significant? 

The former “Thalloo”, an early modern house at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, designed by 
the architectural partnership of Percy H. Meldrum and Arthur Noad for Mr. and Mrs. John Turner, 
and completed in 1942.  It is significant to the extent of its original 1942 fabric. 
 
The original garden setting to Thalloo is greatly diminished following subdivision and development 
of residential lots to the north and south, however three specimen trees - the Coast Redwood 
(Sequoia sempervirens, Tree 17), Cork Oak (Quercus suber, Tree 16), and Deodar (Cedrus 
deodara, Tree 14) - are of significance and are likely survivors of the garden as illustrated in an 
Australian Home Beautiful article of 1942. 
 
Rear additions, dating from c. 1960s and later, including a rear weatherboard wing, swimming pool 
along with gazebo and garage outbuildings are not significant. 
 

How is it significant? 

The former “Thalloo” house and mature specimen trees (Coast Redwood, Cork Oak and Deodar) at 
3-5 Wonga Road are of architectural, historical and aesthetic significance to the Maroondah 
municipality. 
 
Why is it significant? 

Architecturally, the 1942 weatherboard house is an intact and rare example in Maroondah of an 
early modern design by notable architects Meldrum and Noad with an asymmetrical form, tiled 
intersecting roof gables.  The principal, Wonga Road façade incorporates banks of floor-to-ceiling 
windows, with the living room connected to the outdoors via glazed double doors and a front porch 
arranged to take advantage of mountain views.  (Criteria D and E).  
 
Historically, the site is of interest for its associations with the once greatly more extensive 1.5 acre 
pleasure garden developed on this site in the 1920s and 30s by garden enthusiast and local 
Councillor (and Mayor) F W Parker, albeit only fragmentary evidence of that garden survives on 
this site (Criterion A).  The place retains two mature significant trees of aesthetic and historical 
significance, the Coast Redwood (Tree 17), Cork Oak (Tree 16) and Deodar (Tree 14) (Criteria A 
and E). 
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Map 1 – 3-5 Wonga Road with extent of original building (1942) indicated 

 
 
Map 2 – significant trees 
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Map 2 Legend 
 

Tree # Common name Genus species DBH cm Tree protection zone 
radius (m) 

14 Deodar Cedrus deodara 120 14.4 
 

16 Cork Oak Quercus suber 68 8.2 

17 Coast Redwood Sequoia 
sempervirens 

150 15.0 

 
Brief History and description 

The house Thalloo (Thalloo I) was constructed in 1941-42 to a design by architects Meldrum and 
Noad for Mr John and Mrs Ethel Turner. The site had been developed from the 1920s as a 
pleasure garden by local garden enthusiast and local Councillor (and Mayor) F W Parker and the 
Turners’ new house was positioned within the existing garden and on the elevated part of the site, 
accessed from the intersection of Wonga and Warrandyte Roads by a curved drive with a 
secondary, gated entry in the north east of the site.  On its completion, the house and garden were 
the subject of an illustrated article in Australian Home Beautiful (Thalloo, A Garden with a House in 
it, by Nora Cooper). 
 
Within five years, the Turners had subdivided the site and sold the northern part with the house, 
Thalloo I, to Phyllis Maughan (title information, specifically Transfer 1993647, 21 March 1946). The 
northern section of that land was further subdivided in the c. 1970s to create nos 7 Wonga Road 
and 144 Warrandyte Road. 
 
The Turners retained the southern part of the site and constructed a second house – somewhat 
confusingly also named Thalloo but described below as Thalloo II.  It was constructed on that land, 
before 1950 but possibly earlier, following the subdivision (Sands & McDougall Directories).  This is 
the present-day no. 1 Wonga Road.  The Turners resided in Thalloo II (title information and Sands 
and McDougall Melbourne directories) until John Turner’s death in 1962 when that property was 
transferred to his widow, Ethel Turner (title information, specifically Transfer B525098) 
 
Thalloo I (3-5 Wonga Road) is a single-storey dwelling to an early modern expression.  It was 
constructed in 1941-2 to designs by notable architects Meldrum and Noad and draws on the work 
of Californian architect, William Wurster.  The building adopts an asymmetrical sprawling form, with 
tiled intersecting gable-ended roofs above plain weatherboard walls.  Large windows overlook the 
garden and the living room is connected to the exterior by glazed double doors.  Windows to the 
front facade take advantage of mountain views.  The front façade incorporates an open front porch 
addressing Wonga Road.   
 
The western sections of Thalloo I, as visible from Warrandyte Road comprise modern back-of-
house elements including c. 1960s and later additions and outbuildings with vehicle access and 
accommodation from the Warrandyte Road. 
 
To the south and east of the house there are areas of open lawn and garden, with a number of 
mature trees.  Three trees of note have been identified, these are the Coast Redwood (Tree 17), 
Cork Oak (Tree 16) and Deodar (Tree 14). A swimming pool has been constructed immediately to 
the south of the house. There have also been changes to the original hard landscaping including 
replacement of crazy paving at the entrance. 
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Entrance porch, Australian Home Beautiful, May 1942  
 

 
Entrance porch 2019, note the replacement of the original crazy paving 
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3-5 Wonga Road, front (Wonga Road) elevation 
 

 

3-5 Wonga Road, south (garden) elevation 
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Living Room windows, Australian Home Beautiful 1942 (view above shows the same windows 
today) 
 
 

 
Rear of original wing viewed from the north-west with original courtyard paving 
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Rear wing of the original house with c. 1960s additions to the right 
 

 
Northern elevation of c. 1960s rear addition 
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1945 aerial photograph with 2019 property boundaries overlaid 
 
Primary sources 

Thalloo, A garden with a house in it, Australian Home Beautiful, May 1942  
Certificate of Title (cancelled) Volume 6440 Folio 1287954, Landata  
Sands & Mc Dougall Directories, 1950-1974 
Aerial photographs, 1945, 1954, 1962, and 1968 Landata (Land Victoria);  
Aerial photograph, 2018, Nearmap 
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