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Statement of Instructions, Qualifications and Experience and Declaration 

Authorship of this report 

This statement has been prepared by Mr Michael Cook, Associate of Lovell Chen Pty Ltd, Architects and 

Heritage Consultants, Level 5, 176 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne, assisted by Ms Michelle Bashta 

also of Lovell Chen.   

The statement incorporates material from earlier reports prepared by Lovell Chen in relation to the 

subject site as detailed below.  It also references information included in the ‘Development Impact 

Assessment’ for 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood, an arboricultural assessment prepared by Arbor Survey 

and dated 30 July 2018.  

The views expressed in the statement are those of Mr Michael Cook. 

Qualifications and experience 

I hold a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) from York University (Canada), and a Master of Landscape Architecture 

from the University of Toronto (Canada).  

Following completion of my Masters degree in 2014, I have worked as a Landscape Designer, Landscape 

Architect and Heritage Consultant, first in Toronto, Canada and subsequently in Melbourne.  I began my 

career with Brown and Storey Architects in Toronto (2013-2016), arrived in Australia in 2016 and 

subsequently joined the office of John Patrick Landscape Architects that year as a Landscape Architect 

and Heritage Consultant, working primarily on matters of landscape heritage.  I joined the office of 

Lovell Chen in July 2018 as a Heritage Consultant, and was elevated to Associate in October 2019.  

In my practice, I have undertaken a broad range of work relating to heritage landscapes, trees and 

gardens, including preparation of heritage studies, heritage assessments, conservation management 

plans, and landscape designs for heritage places.  This work has addressed a variety of heritage places, 

including suburban and rural residences, institutional sites, and public parks, gardens and ceremonial 

sites, with all this work taking place both in metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria, as well as 

inter-state, and spanning 19th and 20th century origins and values.   

I have contributed to municipal heritage studies and reviews in the City of Melbourne, the City of 

Hobsons Bay, the City of Wyndham and the Borough of Queenscliffe, providing assessments and policy 

recommendations addressed specifically to historically significant trees, parks and gardens.   

I have also been involved in the preparation or review of a number of conservation management plans, 

analyses and appraisals addressed to landscape heritage places and features, including Flemington 

Racecourse, the Brighton Bathing Boxes, the Glenrowan Heritage Precinct in north-east Victoria, the 

Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, Bundoora Homestead, the University of Tasmania’s Domain Campus in 

Hobart, and Manuka Oval and West Block in the ACT.   

I have previously provided expert evidence to Planning Panels Victoria. 

In the course of my work, I am frequently required to review and analyse information relating to trees 

and landscapes, including tree inventories and assessments prepared by qualified arborists, as well as 

historical evidence such as written accounts and historical photography including aerial imagery.  I 

review and analyse this material in order to arrive at assessments of the significance of landscape 

features and to develop appropriate management policies and strategic planning addressing the 

identified values.  

I am currently an Applicant to the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects.  I am also a Full Member 

(inactive) of the Ontario Association of Landscape Architects in Canada.   
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Instructions 

Instructions were received from Mr Ian Pitt QC of Best Hooper, on behalf of Wonga Road Properties Pty 

Ltd (email dated 29 November 2019). I was instructed to prepare a statement of evidence, and to 

‘address the history and any significance of remnant garden and garden specimens at 3-5 Wonga Road.’ 

Lovell Chen involvement 

My involvement in this matter began in July 2019.  In May 2019, Lovell Chen was contacted by Wonga 

Road Properties Pty Ltd (under advice from Ratio) to undertake a review of the statement of significance 

and proposed heritage overlay control for 3-5 Wonga Road, after it had been gazetted on an interim 

basis as Maroondah Amendment C127.  In July 2019, Lovell Chen undertook a heritage assessment of 

the property at 3-5 Wonga Road and a review of the exhibited heritage overlay extent and statement of 

significance.  This work was led by Mr John Statham in our office, assisted by myself and Ms Candice 

Keeling.  As part of this work, I visited and conducted a visual assessment of the property on 9 July 2019.  

In addition to the supporting materials exhibited as part of Amendments C127 and C128, we were 

provided with an arboricultural assessment prepared by Arbor Survey Pty Ltd for Wonga Road 

Properties Pty Ltd (‘Development Impact Assessment’, 30 July 2018); it is my understanding that 

information in this assessment had also been used by Maroondah City Council or their experts to inform 

the exhibited statement of significance. 

Based on this work, preliminary advice on the heritage values associated with 3-5 Wonga Road was 

provided to Wonga Road Properties Pty Ltd in a memorandum format issued on 1 August 2019 (with a 

date of 26 July 2019).  The conclusion of the heritage advice was that inclusion of 3-5 Wonga Road to 

the Heritage Overlay of the Maroondah Planning Scheme was warranted, however the memorandum 

also advised that the exhibited statement of significance contained a number of factual errors and 

questioned the validity of some aspects of the statement of significance.   

I understand that a revised version of the 1 August 2019 memorandum was provided by our office to 

Maroondah City Council on 28 October 2019 (still bearing the incorrect date of 26 July 2019), although I 

was generally not involved in the preparation of this revision by Mr John Statham, which addressed 

additional comparative information which had been provided by Maroondah City Council in early 

September.  

A draft of a revised statement of significance (dated 6 November 2019) was subsequently prepared by 

our office which addressed the findings of our assessment and the issues raised with respect to the 

originally exhibited statement.  This statement of significance was prepared by Ms Kate Gray and Mr 

John Statham, with input from myself; I understand that this statement was subsequently provided to 

Maroondah City Council and to the Council’s heritage expert.  Pertinent to my evidence, the Lovell 

Chen-authored draft of the revised statement identified two trees (the Coast Redwood and Deodar 

Cedar) as associated with the historical significance of the place and meriting the application of tree 

controls under the heritage overlay on the basis of their historical and aesthetic significance.  

Maroondah City Council subsequently engaged a heritage landscape specialist, Mr John Patrick, who 

inspected the property at 3-5 Wonga Road and provided verbal advice on his view of the heritage 

significance of the trees at a conference held at Maddocks and attended by Ms Kate Gray and myself.  

Mr John Patrick’s recommendation was that a third tree at 3-5 Wonga Road, the Cork Oak (Quercus 

suber), be included in the statement of significance.  Inclusion of the Cork Oak is discussed in more detail 

in the evidence that follows.  The outcome of the conference was a revised statement of significance (18 

November 2019) for 3-5 Wonga Road which I understand to be supported by Maroondah City Council 

and Wonga Road Properties Pty.  
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Summary of opinion 

In summary, it is my opinion that: 

• An extensive garden was present on the property’s original extent when the house at 3-5 

Wonga Road was constructed in c. 1942. 

• As the consequence of a series of subdivisions beginning in 1946, the construction of additional 

residences on the subdivided properties, and the construction of additions, outbuildings and 

other later land uses at 3-5 Wonga Road, the vast majority of the c. 1942 garden was lost 

and/or alienated from the 3-5 Wonga Road property. 

• Elements of the c. 1942 garden remain at 3-5 Wonga Road in a fragmentary and remnant form 

only, comprising principally a very small number of mature specimen trees.  These remnants do 

not express the original form and extent of the c. 1942 garden and the position of the 3-5 

Wonga Road house within that garden.   

• Select trees within the property are of historical interest for their association with the c. 1942 

garden; in the revised statement of significance (18 November 2019) three trees have been 

identified as having historical and aesthetic significance on the basis of this association.  

• The 3-5 Wonga Road property also contains more recent tree and garden plantings, 

constructed garden elements (i.e. gazebo, swimming pool), and reorganised driveways, 

footpaths and hardstand areas that are the result of the subdivisions, the evolving use of the 

remaining property and ongoing investments in its amenity.  

• Other remnant trees of the c. 1942 garden are likely to be present (and are in some cases 

observable) on neighbouring properties.  I have not formally reviewed such trees, and they do 

not form a part of the assessed significance of 3-5 Wonga Road as detailed in the revised 

statement of significance.  

• That the revised statement of significance adopted by council and subject to this panel hearing 

(dated 18 November 2019) correctly applies the heritage overlay to trees of heritage 

significance at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North. 

Declaration 

I have made all the inquiries that I believe are desirable and appropriate and no matters of significance 

which I regard as relevant have to my knowledge been withheld from the Panel.  

 

Michael Cook 
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1.0 Introduction 

This statement of evidence has been prepared for Wonga Road Properties Pty Ltd, owner of the 

property at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, and relates to Amendment C128 to the Maroondah 

Planning Scheme.  As related to the subject property, the exhibited amendment seeks to include 3-5 

Wonga Road, Ringwood North (as well as a non-contiguous portion of the neighbouring property at 1 

Wonga Road) in the Schedule to Clause 43.01 (Heritage Overlay) of the Maroondah Planning Scheme 

and to amend the relevant Planning Scheme Map 1HO.   

The heritage overlay was applied to 3-5 Wonga Road on an interim basis (expiration 31 March 2020) via 

Amendment C127 to the Maroondah Planning Scheme, but not to 1 Wonga Road.  Six trees at 3-5 

Wonga Road are identified as being subject to tree controls in the Schedule to the HO as part of the 

interim control, these trees were also identified in the exhibited Statement of Significance (22 June 

2019) to Amendment C128 prepared by Maroondah City Council.   

This statement of evidence specifically addresses the application of tree controls to the subject site 

under the Heritage Overlay, and the identification of specific trees in the Statement of Significance and 

in the amendment to the Schedule to Clause 43.01.  

The subject property is located on the north-west side of Wonga Road (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1 Plan showing the approximate location of the subject property 

Source: www.street-directory.com.au  

 

  

http://www.street-directory.com.au/
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2.0 Amendment C128 

Amendment C128 to the Maroondah Planning Scheme seeks to apply the heritage overlay to the house 

at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, and to associated trees and garden features. 

As originally exhibited, the amendment addresses 3-5 Wonga Road and 1 Wonga Road, as shown in the 

proposed amendment to Map 1HO (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2 Exhibited Maroondah C128 amendment to Map 1HO. 

Source: planning.vic.gov.au 

The proposed amendment would apply tree controls to select trees located within the 3-5 Wonga Road 

property, these being: 

• Deodar (Cedrus deodara), Tree 14 

• Cork Oak (Quercus suber), Tree 16 

• Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), Tree 17 
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2.1 Statement of significance (exhibited) 

The originally exhibited statement of significance produced by Maroondah City Council (22 June 2019) 

identifies the 1942 early modern house at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North and its remnant garden 

setting.  The statement is as follows: 

What is significant? 

The former “Thalloo” early modern house designed by the architectural partnership of 

Percy H. Meldrum and Arthur Noad for Mr. and Mrs. John Turner, completed in 1942, is 

significant to the extent of its original 1942 fabric and its extensive remnant garden 

setting including trees numbered 10; 14; 16; 17; 22; and 23, shown below in Map 1. 

Other significant elements include the “Thalloo” stone gateposts with wrought iron 

name plate and gate at the entrance of 1 Wonga Road and the 13 metre long stone-

walled driveway in 1 Wonga Road.  

The c1960’s-1970’s addition to the west side of the “Thalloo” house is a contributory 

element. The rock wall along Warrandyte Road, dating from the 1960s, is of interest as 

homage to the earlier stone driveway wall and gateposts and for some landmark 

qualities in its own right.  

The swimming pool, gazebo, and garage outbuildings are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The former “Thalloo” house and remnant garden at 3-5 Wonga Road, the “Thalloo” 

gateway; and drive at 1 Wonga Road are of architectural, aesthetic and historical 

significance to the Maroondah municipality. 

Why is it significant? 

Architecturally, the 1942 weatherboard house is an intact and rare example in 

Maroondah of an early modern design by notable architects Meldrum and Noad with 

an asymmetrical form, tiled intersecting roof gables and banks of floor to ceiling 

windows taking advantage of garden and mountain views, with the living room 

connected to the outdoors with glazed double doors. The front porch is embellished 

with open-work timber posts in stripped Regency revival style lending an air of gentility 

favoured by Melbourne’s upper classes in the 1930’s and early ‘40’s. Aesthetically, for 

the retention of the elevated ‘hill station’ garden setting with mountain views, mature 

trees and shrubberies (even after loss of parts of the garden to no’s. 1 and 7 Wonga 

Roads), for the rubble stone “Thalloo” stone gateway at the fork of Wonga and 

Warrandyte Roads. Historically, the garden at 3-5 Wonga Road, and the stone gateway 

and remnant drive at 1 Wonga Road are significant as original elements of the 1.5 acre 

pleasure garden with a tennis court developed during the 1920’s-30’s by F.W. Parker, 

garden enthusiast and later a notable Ringwood councillor and Mayor, the garden then 

maintained and further developed by the Turners’ from 1940 until its c1980’s 

subdivision. The 1942 Turner house at 3-5 Wonga Road is historically significant for its 

association with distinguished architect Percy H. Meldrum and for illustrating the 

cultural appreciation of garden design in the 1940’s and the Turners’ ‘hill station’ way 

of life and social values. 

In this report, I will address only those matters relating to trees identified as significant in the original 

(and revised) statements.  I understand that other aspects of the originally exhibited statement of 

significance are addressed in the evidence of my colleague, Ms Kate Gray. 
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In the originally exhibited statement of significance, 6 trees located at 3-5 Wonga Road are identified as 

being of historical and aesthetic significance, to which tree controls would be applied under Clause 

43.01.  These are identified in a figure (‘Map 1’) and accompanying legend, as reproduced below: 

Map 1 – Trees 

 

  Map 1 Legend 

Tree # Common Name Scientific Name DBH cm Tree protection 

zone radius (m) 

10 Claret Ash Fraxinus raywoodii 54.5 6.5 

14 Deodar Cedar Cedrus deodara 120 14.4 

16 Cork Oak Quercus suber 68 8.2 

17 Coast Redwood Sequoia sempervirens 150 15.0 

22 Variegated Elm Ulmus minor ‘Variegata’ 37 4.4 

23 Kurrajong Brachychiton populneus 53.5 6.4 

 

[ Above map and table from exhibited statement of significance (22 June 2019) ] 
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2.2 Statement of significance (revised, 18 November 2019) 

The revised statement of significance (dated 18 November 2019) which I understand to have been 

adopted by Council and is now the subject of this panel hearing, is as follows: 

What is significant? 

The former “Thalloo”, an early modern house at 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North, 

designed by the architectural partnership of Percy H. Meldrum and Arthur Noad for Mr. 

and Mrs. John Turner, and completed in 1942.  It is significant to the extent of its 

original 1942 fabric. 

The original garden setting to Thalloo is greatly diminished following subdivision and 

development of residential lots to the north and south, however three specimen trees - 

the Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens, Tree 17), Cork Oak (Quercus suber, Tree 

16), and Deodar (Cedrus deodara, Tree 14) - are of significance and are likely survivors 

of the garden as illustrated in an Australian Home Beautiful article of 1942. 

Rear additions, dating from c. 1960s and later, including a rear weatherboard wing, 

swimming pool along with gazebo and garage outbuildings are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The former “Thalloo” house and mature specimen trees (Coast Redwood, Cork Oak and 

Deodar) at 3-5 Wonga Road are of architectural, historical and aesthetic significance to 

the Maroondah municipality. 

Why is it significant? 

Architecturally, the 1942 weatherboard house is an intact and rare example in 

Maroondah of an early modern design by notable architects Meldrum and Noad with 

an asymmetrical form, tiled intersecting roof gables.  The principal, Wonga Road 

façade incorporates banks of floor-to-ceiling windows, with the living room connected 

to the outdoors via glazed double doors and a front porch arranged to take advantage 

of mountain views.  (Criteria D and E).  

Historically, the site is of interest for its associations with the once greatly more 

extensive 1.5 acre pleasure garden developed on this site in the 1920s and 30s by 

garden enthusiast and local councillor (and Mayor) F W Parker, albeit only fragmentary 

evidence of that garden survives on this site (Criterion A).  The place retains two 

mature significant trees of aesthetic and historical significance, the Coast Redwood 

(Tree 17), Cork Oak (Tree 16) and Deodar (Tree 14) (Criteria A and E). 

The revised statement was prepared in an initial draft form by Lovell Chen and then revised in 

conference with Council and their heritage experts, held at Maddocks on 18 November 2019.  The 

revised statement identifies three trees at 3-5 Wonga Road as being of aesthetic and historical 

significance as remnants of the original garden.  In line with the style adopted in the originally exhibited 

statement of significance, these trees are mapped and listed in an accompanying table:   
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Map 2 – significant trees 

 

 
 

Map 2 Legend 

 

Tree # Common Name Scientific Name DBH cm Tree protection 

zone radius (m) 

14 Deodar Cedrus deodara 120 14.4 

16 Cork Oak Quercus suber 68 8.2 

17 Coast Redwood Sequoia sempervirens 150 15.0 

 

[ Above map and table from revised statement of significance (18 November 2019) ] 

 

The process by which these trees were identified, and other trees excluded, is described in further detail 

below.   
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3.0 Known history of the garden remnants at 3-5 Wonga Road 

As part of the Lovell Chen heritage assessment and review of the exhibited statement of significance, 

work was undertaken to understand the history of the property at 3-5 Wonga Road and the formerly 

extensive garden depicted in a 1942 Australian Home Beautiful article.   

The ‘brief history and description’ that is included with the revised statement of significance (18 

November 2019) summarises those findings: 

The house Thalloo (Thalloo I) was constructed in 1941-42 to a design by architects 

Meldrum and Noad for Mr John and Mrs Ethel Turner. The site had been developed 

from the 1920s as a pleasure garden by local garden enthusiast and local Councillor 

(and Mayor) F W Parker and the Turners’ new house was positioned within the existing 

garden and on the elevated part of the site, accessed from the intersection of Wonga 

and Warrandyte Roads by a curved drive with a secondary, gated entry in the north 

east of the site.  On its completion, the house and garden were the subject of an 

illustrated article in Australian Home Beautiful (Thalloo, A Garden with a House in it, by 

Nora Cooper). 

Within five years, the Turners had subdivided the site and sold the northern part with 

the house, Thalloo I, to Phyllis Maughan (title information, specifically Transfer 

1993647, 21 March 1946). The northern section of that land was further subdivided in 

the c. 1970s to create nos 7 Wonga Road and 144 Warrandyte Road. 

The Turners retained the southern part of the site and constructed a second house – 

somewhat confusingly also named Thalloo but described below as Thalloo II.  It was 

constructed on that land, before 1950 but possibly earlier, following the subdivision 

(Sands & McDougall Directories).  This is the present-day no. 1 Wonga Road.  The 

Turners resided in Thalloo II (title information and Sands and McDougall Melbourne 

directories) until John Turner’s death in 1962 when that property was transferred to his 

widow, Ethel Turner (title information, specifically Transfer B525098) 

Thalloo I (3-5 Wonga Road) is a single-storey dwelling to an early modern expression.  

It was constructed in 1941-2 to designs by notable architects Meldrum and Noad and 

draws on the work of Californian architect, William Wurster.  The building adopts an 

asymmetrical sprawling form, with tiled intersecting gable-ended roofs above plain 

weatherboard walls.  Large windows overlook the garden and the living room is 

connected to the exterior by glazed double doors.  Windows to the front facade take 

advantage of mountain views.  The front façade incorporates an open front porch 

addressing Wonga Road.   

The western sections of Thalloo I, as visible from Warrandyte Road comprise modern 

back-of-house elements including c. 1960s and later additions and outbuildings with 

vehicle access and accommodation from the Warrandyte Road. 

To the south and east of the house there are areas of open lawn and garden, with a 

number of mature trees.  Three trees of note have been identified, these are the Coast 

Redwood (Tree 17), Cork Oak (Tree 16) and Deodar (Tree 14). A swimming pool has 

been constructed immediately to the south of the house. There have also been changes 

to the original hard landscaping including replacement of crazy paving at the entrance. 

The 1942 Australian Home Beautiful article described an extensive garden that occupied the original 

property of approximately 1.5 acres (0.6 hectares), into which the house at 3-5 Wonga Road was 

constructed in c. 1942.  Published with the article was a sketch plan of the garden in 1942 (Figure 3). 
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Figure 3 Sketch plan of ‘Thalloo’ garden, c. 1942 

Source: Australian Home Beautiful, May 1942 

The form of the original garden is also visible on a 1945 aerial photograph (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4 1945 aerial photograph showing the former extent of the garden; the approximate 

location of contemporary property boundaries are shown lightly.  The 3-5 Wonga Road 

property is identified in yellow. 

Source: Landata 
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As detailed in the historical summary above, the property was subsequently and extensively subdivided, 

beginning in 1946 when the Turners appear from the title record to have sold their original house and 

the upper half of the lot and are presumed to have constructed a new residence at what is now 1 

Wonga Road.  Further subdivisions occurred to the north of the 3-5 Wonga Road house in the c. 1970s.  

Houses were constructed on each of these other properties, and the layout and landscape of 3-5 Wonga 

Road was reorganised with a new vehicle entrance from the west (Warrandyte Road) and the 

construction of various additions, outbuildings and other elements, including a swimming pool.  

 

4.0 Physical description 

The extensive garden celebrated in 1942 no longer exists at 3-5 Wonga Road or on the neighbouring 

properties, although trees from this garden do survive, both at 3-5 Wonga Road and in all likelihood on 

the other subdivided properties as well (a Coast Redwood specimen at 7 Wonga Road can be seen from 

within the 3-5 Wonga Road property).   

At 3-5 Wonga Road, as a consequence of the subdivisions and adaptation of the remaining property, the 

exterior garden area that remains attached to the house (to the south and east) has been reduced to 

about 0.15 hectares; with the area containing trees of historical interest (as detailed below) occupying 

at best just half that area (roughly 0.07 ha, or just 12% of the original area gardened by F W Parker in 

the 1920s-1930s and then by the Turners from 1941 to 1946.   

The original garden layout described and depicted in the 1942 article included a lengthy drive and oval 

turning circle from the intersection of Wonga Road and Warrandyte Road, an auxiliary drive from the 

north-east corner of Lot 24 (that corner is now 7 Wonga Road), extensive tree and shrub plantings, a 

large vegetable garden and a tennis court.  With the exception of a small number of trees located to the 

south of the house in an area that now screens the south boundary adjoining 1 Wonga Road, the 

elements of the garden as described in 1942 no longer exist at 3-5 Wonga Road.  

Today, landscape at 3-5 Wonga Road consists of: 

1. A band of trees around the south part of the property containing various exotic and native 

specimen trees and bordering a narrow area of lawn adjacent to the house and swimming pool.  

Some of these trees are believed to represent specimens of the pre- and c.1942 garden; three 

are identified as significant in the revised statement of significance (18 November 2019). 

2. An area to the east of the house comprising an area of lawn, a curving clay brick footpath to a 

small gate at Wonga Road, and several planting beds with curved edging containing flowering 

shrubs, small trees and low hedges.  This garden layout and most of the plants would appear to 

be of later origin (subsequent to removal of the original oval drive). 

The area to the west of the original house is occupied by modern additions, outbuildings and an 

extensive area of hardstand, as well as a small enclosed garden area. 
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5.0 Assessment of significant trees 

5.1 Applying the Heritage Overlay 

Planning Practice Note 1 ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (August 2018) provides the following 

instructions as pertains to the identification of significant trees and the application of tree controls 

under the heritage overlay: 

The schedule can apply tree controls over heritage places. The tree controls could apply 

to the whole of a heritage place (for example, over a house site or an area) or a tree or 

group of trees could be specifically nominated as the heritage place. 

Tree controls are applied by including a ‘yes’ in the Tree Controls Apply? column. Tree 

controls should only be applied where there has been a proper assessment. The 

statement of significance for the heritage place should identify the particular trees that 

are significant (under “What is significant?”) and why the tree or trees are important.  

If only one, or a few trees within a large property are considered significant, the ‘Tree 

Controls Apply’ column can be qualified with the relevant details. A planning permit 

would then only be required to remove, destroy or lop the trees that were specifically 

identified in the column. 

This control is designed to protect trees that are of intrinsic significance (such as trees 

that are included on the National Trust Heritage Register), or trees that contribute to 

the significance of a heritage place (for example, trees that contribute to the 

significance of a garden or area). The control is not meant to protect trees for their 

amenity value. See Planning Practice Note 7 – Vegetation Protection in Urban Areas for 

alternative methods of vegetation protection. 

The Practice Note provides clear instruction that the identification and control of trees under the 

heritage overlay should address trees that are of intrinsic heritage significance or that otherwise 

contribute to the significance of the heritage place.  Trees can be seen to be significant for a variety of 

other reasons, including ecological values and values associated with amenity and neighbourhood 

character; such values are addressed through other sections of the planning scheme.  

Alternative methods of vegetation protection 

I note that under Schedule 4 of the Significant Landscape Overlay of the Maroondah Planning Scheme, 

an existing planning control applies to the majority of the trees at 3-5 Wonga Road (and on the adjacent 

properties).   

SLO4, ‘Landscape Canopy Protection’, addresses the landscape character and amenity values associated 

with all trees at least 5 metres in height and with a trunk circumference of at least 0.5 metres (equating 

to a diameter of at least 0.15 metres).  

SLO4 contains the following permit requirement: 

Vegetation removal 

A permit is required to remove, destroy or lop vegetation. This does not apply to: 

• A tree that is less than 5 metres in height and has a single trunk circumference 

of less than 0.5 metre at a height of one metre above ground level. 

• The pruning of a tree for regeneration or ornamental shaping. 

• A tree which is dead or dying or has become dangerous as declared by a 

suitably qualified person. 

• A tree within 3 metres of an existing dwelling (excluding outbuildings). 



 

1 5  

 

• Removal of the following vegetation from land less than 2,000 square metres 

in area: 

– Chamaecytisus profilerus Tree Lucerne 

– Coprosma repens Mirror Bush 

– Cononeaster-species Cotoneaster 

– Crataegus-species Hawthorn 

– Hakea salicifolia Willow Hakea 

– Hakea suaveolens Sweet Hakea 

– Ilex aquifolium English Holly 

– Ligustrum-species Privet 

– Paraserianthes lopantha Cape Wattle 

– Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum 

– Pyracantha-species Firethorn 

SLO4 provides decision guidelines with respect to applications for permits to remove vegetation under 

the overlay.  The SLO4 guidelines which are of relevance to the cultivated trees at 3-5 Wonga Road 

include: 

• The effect of the proposed removal of the vegetation on the character and 

canopy of the area.  

• The significance of the vegetation to the character and environment of the 

area. 

• The reason for removing the vegetation and the practicality of alternative 

options which do not require the removal of the vegetation. 

I believe that the existing permit requirement under SLO4 applies to 22 of the 25 trees inventoried by 

Arbor Survey at 3-5 Wonga Road. 

Applying the Heritage Overlay to trees at 3-5 Wonga Road 

3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood North contains remnants of the formerly extensive garden of FW Parker.  

This garden is understood to have been planted with a wide variety of specimen trees and shrubs in the 

1920s-1930s, and subsequently adapted in the early 1940s by Mr and Mrs John Turner with the 

construction of the house at 3-5 Wonga Road.   

The subsequent evolution of that original property, which included the subdivision of 1 Wonga Road, 7 

Wonga Road, and 144 Warrandyte Road as well as adaptations of the 3-5 Wonga Road property, has 

removed much of the evidence of the original garden as it would have existed in c. 1942.  Although a 

small number of specimen trees from the original garden have been retained in the course of these 

works, the scale of accumulated change is such that the original form and layout of the garden is no 

longer functional or legible.   

At 3-5 Wonga Road, subsequent owners have also invested in the amenity of the property, including 

planting new trees, creating new garden forms and elements, and constructing major insertions such as 

a swimming pool and gazebo.  These elements, although providing amenity value, are not of heritage 

significance. 

Where a garden of heritage significance has been maintained over time such that there is an intact 

landscape that reflects the identified heritage values, it is often appropriate to apply tree controls under 

the heritage overlay to the whole of the place, in order to include both original trees and later 

replacements or sensitive insertions that are consistent with the original values.  However, where the 

landscape has been substantially altered such that the original form and character of the garden is not 

apparent or is identifiable only in a remnant or artefactual form, it is more appropriate to apply the 
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controls to specific trees which have a clear and significant association to the identified heritage values 

of the place. 

That an intact c. 1942 garden does not exist at 3-5 Wonga Road was recognised in the originally 

exhibited statement of significance (22 June 2019) produced by Maroondah City Council.  That 

statement of significance, although containing general statements referring to an ‘extensive remnant 

garden setting’ and ‘hill station garden setting’, identified and applied tree controls under the heritage 

overlay to just six trees (of a total of 25 trees inventoried in the Arbor Survey assessment).   

As a consequence of the research undertaken by Lovell Chen in July-August 2019, a revised statement of 

significance was prepared which accurately addresses the extent to which the original garden setting to 

the house at 3-5 Wonga Road has been diminished, alienated and lost.  At 3-5 Wonga Road, only a small 

number of remnant trees demonstrate a clear association with the historical garden (into which the 

house was constructed in 1942).   

In the absence of the intact garden, it is only appropriate to identify and apply tree controls under the 

Heritage Overlay to those trees which are of heritage significance, namely those trees which are 

associated with the heritage values identified in the statement of significance.   

The revised statement of significance identifies that the 3-5 Wonga Road property is of interest for its 

association with the pre-1942 pleasure garden established by FW Parker, into which the house was 

inserted in 1942.  The revised statement of significance identifies trees which clearly express this 

association by way of being identifiably original and aesthetically notable elements of the garden.   

Such trees are appropriately identified in the statement of significance and addressed through tree 

controls under the Heritage Overlay.  Trees which are not identified in the statement of significance are 

either of demonstrably later origin, or where their age is uncertain, do not in their form or condition 

clearly express the association with the pre- and c. 1942 garden.  

5.2 Significant trees at 3-5 Wonga Road 

The revised statement of significance (18 November 2019) identifies three trees at 3-5 Wonga Road as 

having historical and aesthetic significance for their association with the garden of FW Parker, into 

which the house was constructed in 1942: 

• Deodar Cedar (Cedrus deodara), Tree 14   

• Cork Oak (Quercus suber), Tree 16 

• Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), Tree 17 

The Deodar Cedar (Figure 5) is a large specimen of a size consistent with having been an early 20th 

century planting, and is a species that was often used in plantings of this period.  According to the Arbor 

Survey report, it has a trunk diameter (DBH) of 1.2 metres and a height of 19 metres.1  It was almost 

certainly included in the c. 1942 garden. 

The Coast Redwood (Figure 6) is an unusual specimen that is rarely found in domestic cultivation in 

metropolitan Melbourne, although the species was planted in 19th century botanical gardens and in a 

number of early 20th century forestry plantations across Victoria.  It is of an excellent size, with a DBH of 

1.5 metres and a height of 22 metres,2 and clearly illustrates the interest in rare plants attributed to FW 

Parker. This tree was almost certainly included in the c. 1942 garden.   

                                                                 

1  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.7 

2  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.9 
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The Cork Oak (Figure 7 and Figure 8) is located between the Deodar and the Redwood, and appears to 

have long been suppressed by the competition from these large conifers.  It is a species that appears to 

have been relatively uncommon in cultivation in Victoria, although it can be found in a number of public, 

institutional and private gardens in Melbourne’s eastern suburbs.   

As a consequence of competition, the Cork Oak displays a poor form from having to grow away from the 

Redwood, with a suppressed size and form that is generally consistent with a number of the smaller 

trees on the site.  On the basis of my assessment, the Cork Oak was not identified in the draft revision to 

the statement of significance (6 November 2019) prepared by Lovell Chen.   

Mr John Patrick, in his oral advice to the 18 November 2019 conference, recommended that the Cork 

Oak should be added to the statement of significance on the basis of its general rarity and its position 

having grown as a piece with the two identified conifers (and particularly the Redwood).  In reviewing 

my recollection and my photographs of the site, I concur with his general assessment of the Cork Oak as 

an unusual specimen that is likely to date to the c. 1942 garden.  The Cork Oak does present as a piece 

with the Redwood and is aesthetically notable despite its faults.  It merits inclusion in the statement of 

significance.  

The three identified trees provide clear evidence of the c. 1942 garden that formerly existed at the site 

when the house at 3-5 Wonga Road was constructed.  They are the principal specimens that border the 

lawn to the south of the house, have a notable prominence and aesthetic interest, and on that basis 

today have a direct relationship to the house that serves to interpret the historical interest of the former 

garden.  

I note that a second Coast Redwood specimen is apparent to the north, on the neighbouring property at 

7 Wonga Road, and is also likely to have been present in the c. 1942 garden.  That property is not a 

subject of Amendment C128, and the tree was not identified in the original exhibited statement of 

significance.  Due to subdivision of the northern part of the former garden site, the Redwood tree at 7 

Wonga Road has been alienated from the property associated with the house at 3-5 Wonga Road and is 

properly not a part of the heritage overlay addressing 3-5 Wonga Road.  However, it does appear to be 

an excellent specimen that is appropriately subject to existing planning controls under SLO4 of the 

Maroondah Planning Scheme.  
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Figure 5  Deodar Cedar, Tree 14 

 

Figure 6  Coast Redwood, Tree 17 

 

 

Figure 7  Cork Oak, tree 16, view from north 

 

Figure 8  Cork Oak, tree 16, view from west 
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5.2.1 Trees at 3-5 Wonga Road not of heritage significance 

Based on the inventory prepared by Arbor Survey in 2018, there are at least 22 other trees on the 

property at 3-5 Wonga Road.  Many of these trees are of a small size, poor condition or obviously young 

age not expressive of the identified heritage values relating to the pre-1942 garden.  However, three 

other trees were included in the original exhibited statement of significance (22 June 2019) produced by 

Maroondah City Council, and two other trees that were not identified in that exhibited statement bear 

some comment.   

Trees identified in the exhibited statement of significance: 

• Claret Ash (Fraxinus raywoodii), Tree 10 

• Variegated Elm (Ulmus minor ‘Variegata’), Tree 22 

• Kurrajong (Brachychiton populneus), Tree 23 

Other trees that bear comment: 

• Willow Myrtle (Agonis flexuosa), Tree 13 

• Flame Tree (Brachychiton acerifolius), Tree 12 

I will start with the Willow Myrtle as it appears to be a useful calibration point.  The Willow Myrtle 

(Figure 9) is a large specimen, multi-stemmed but with a basal diameter (at ground level) of more than 1 

metre as measured by Arbor Survey.  Based on its size, it is reasonable to think that this tree was 

present in the c. 1942 garden.  It is in a position behind the Deodar Cedar, some distance from the 

house.  The Willow Myrtle appears to be in senescence; the Arbor Survey assessment reports this, and 

notes ‘Fungal fruiting body in stem, decay and dieback in stem and canopy.’3  Based on this information, 

I would expect that this tree will require removal in the near future.  I note that the exhibited statement 

of significance (22 June 2019) did not include this specimen.  Given its present condition, inclusion of the 

Willow Myrtle in the statement of significance for 3-5 Wonga Road is not supported.   

The Claret Ash (Figure 10) is located near the north-east corner of the house at 3-5 Wonga Road.  It is 

situated on the former alignment of the oval drive, to the inside of which the house was constructed in 

1942.  Although the date of the Claret Ash’s planting is not known, it is evident from its position that this 

tree was not a part of the c. 1942 garden and is not associated with the heritage significance of 3-5 

Wonga Road.  It should not have been included in the exhibited statement of significance (22 June 

2019).  

The Variegated Elm (Figure 11) is located to the south-west of the addition to the house, and some 

distance to the north-west of the Coast Redwood.  It is a relatively small specimen of a fast-growing 

species, with a DBH of just 37 centimetres and a height of 12 metres as measured by Arbor Survey.4 

Given this small size, the tree appears very unlikely to represent a c. 1930s-1940s planting.  The 

somewhat larger specimen of Golden Elm (Ulmus glabra ‘Lutescens’) (basal diameter of 59 cm,5 still a 

relatively small tree) nearby is certainly a later planting, as its bright foliage does not appear in the 

historical aerial photography.   

I note that the Significant Tree Register maintained by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) includes 

a specimen of Variegated Elm in Surrey Hills which is said to have been planted in 1960, almost two 

                                                                 

3  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.7 

4  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.11 

5  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.13 
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decades after the construction of the house at 3-5 Wonga Road, and which is reported to have been 

measured in 2010 with a DBH of 90 centimetres and a height of 19 metres.6   

My view is that the Variegated Elm at 3-5 Wonga Road is unlikely to have been present in the c. 1942 

garden; it is not associated with the heritage significance of the place and should not have been 

included in the exhibited statement of significance (22 June 2019). 

The Kurrajong (Figure 12) is located on the western boundary, to the south-west of the house and 

somewhat adjacent to the Variegated Elm.  It is a tree of average size and condition (53.5 cm DBH, 9 m 

height), and the Arbor Survey report comments that it displays evidence of suppressed growth,7 

presumably from competition with other trees and shrubs along the boundary.  As noted above, there is 

another specimen of the genus Brachychiton present in the garden; this is a Flame Tree (Figure 13), 

located to the south-west of the Deodar Cedar, a tree of similar size (52 cm DBH, 10 m height) to the 

Kurrajong.  Arbor Survey also describes this tree as having ‘supressed growth,’8 it has grown together 

with a Lilly Pilly and both trees have suffered as a consequence.  Each of the Brachychiton specimens are 

trees of only moderate size and quality.  While it is possible if somewhat unlikely that these were 

present in the c. 1942 garden, their size and condition makes this association uncertain, and restricts the 

contribution of these trees to the identified values.  In my view, neither tree’s inclusion in the statement 

of significance would be warranted.   

My assessment is the same for other trees of low quality and condition in the southern part of the site, 

including a Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta) and several small specimens of Irish Strawberry (Arbutus 

unedo).  These trees were either not present in the c. 1942 garden, or were marginal elements of it 

which today do not contribute to the identified heritage significance of the place.  The inclusion of these 

trees in the statement of significance would not be warranted. 

  

                                                                 

6  https://trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/Surrey_Hills/The_Gables_20_Pembroke_Street, Accessed 1 December 2019 

7  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.12 

8  Arbor Survey, ‘Development Impact Assessment: 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood’, 30 July 2018, ‘Tree Data Pages’ p.6 
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Figure 9  Willow Myrtle 

 

 

Figure 10  Claret Ash 

 

Figure 11  Variegated Elm 

 

Figure 12  Kurrajong 
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Figure 13  Flame Tree 

 

 

6.0 Conclusions and recommendations 

Based on review of the proposed application of the Heritage Overlay to 3-5 Wonga Road, Ringwood 

North, my conclusions and recommendations are as follows: 

• The revised statement of significance (18 November 2019) is accurate in its description of the 

limited remnants that survive from the pre-1942 garden of FW Parker on the property at 3-5 

Wonga Road; 

• The revised statement of significance accurately identifies three trees as being of historical and 

aesthetic significance: 

o Deodar (Cedrus deodara), Tree 14 

o Cork Oak (Quercus suber), Tree 16 

o Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), Tree 17 

• The application of tree controls under the heritage overlay to those three trees is warranted 

and is consistent with the Planning Practice Note. 


